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There’s only 
one disc here 
the new 
Sony Laser 
won’t play 
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When your family is done flipping 
the old Frisbee,® there’s something 
else they’ll flip over, The new Sony 
AV Laser.™ Its ability to play multiple 
size discs presents your family with 
an extravaganza of entertainment 
possibilities. Movies, CD concerts, 
rock videos, educational discs—you 
name it, and your family has found 
the perfect home for it in the new 
Sony AV Laser player. 

The 12" Laserdisc. Putting a whole 
new spin on movies and shows. 
Great movies are sailing your way 
on the 12" laserdisc. And not just a 
few A whole sky full of ’em. Spaghetti 
westerns. Romances. Comedies. 

War flicks. Horror movies. And you’ll 
have more fun watching them than 
ever before. Thanks to a razor sharp 
picture with up to 425 lines of 
resolution. Plus digital audio sound. 

And choosing a movie is almost as 
much fiin as watching one. Because 
there are over 2700 titles available. 

Most of which you can get for under 
$40. Plus new releases that are even 
more affordable. In fact, they’ll usually 
cost even less than the same movies 
on videocassette. 

II But you’ll be seeing more . 
^^111^8^ than movies. View the 
CD VIDEO world’s greatest paintings. 


Catch a couple of free movies, 
CDs, and a Frisbee. 

Right now, when you buy a Sony AV 
Laser, we'll send you free two big movie 
hits on 12" laserdisc. “Moonstruck’’ from 
MGM/UA. And "Beetlejuice” from 
Warner Home Video. Plus a free Frisbee. 
When you buy a Sony AV Laser player 
(which combines a great video system 


operas and concerts from your easy 
chair. Or enjoy educational shows 
that let you and the kids visit wild 
animals in their natural habitat with¬ 
out leaving the comfort of your own. 

The 8" Laserdisc. A big 
entertainer in a smaller size. 

Naturally the 8" disc doesn’t run 
quite as long as the 12" disc, but it’s 
packed with all the quality you 
appreciated in the larger one. The 
8" will also turn your head with up to 
425 lines of razor sharp resolution. 
And again, digital audio sound. All 
of which makes family entertainment 
more entertaining than ever. 

The CDV It’s 5" of fun for everyone. 

Even mom and dad may want to 
get in on the excitement spun out by 
these CDVs. They offer a generous 
helping of CD music followed by a 
rock video that’ll amaze any age. 
Dazzling light shows and all kinds of 
fantastic video effects will really get 
your place jumping. 

The CD. The ears have it. 


you'll enjoy 

n P the sound quality you’d 
MTti Disc Player h^d on One of our best CD 

- 1 — —2i] players. Thanks to such 

brilliant features as 4X oversampling, 
16 bit filters, and dual D/A converters. 

The CD-3.™ The latest hit for the 
latest hits. 

Remember how much fun you had 
listening to 45s as a kid. Now your 
kids can have the same kind of fun 
with the new CD-3s. Each disc is only 
3", but it’s packed with 20 minutes of 
today's hottest music. Another big hit 
is sure to be the modest price. 

So considering all the varied 
entertainment that’s available to you, it 
only makes sense to have a Sony AV 
Laser. TVid to find out just how enter¬ 
taining it can be, call 201-930-7669. 

Of course, once you own one, if 
there’s something you like, you can 
just play it. 

And if it won’t play just toss it. 


CDs have proved to be the 
most dramatic audio advance 
in decades. With this in mind, 
we made sure our AV Laser 
wouldn’t just revolve around 
video discs, but compact 
discs as well. When you play one on 



SONY. 

THE ONE AND ONLY. 


with a superior CD player) we'll 
also offer you 5 CDs for the 
price of one. For more details, 
see your participating Sony 
dealer. This offer is good 
only from September 1,1988 
through January 31,1989. 

So catch it while you can. 
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Why you 
may miss the 
ski season. 


Why you 
dont have to. 


■ They're using a lawn mower to groom 
the slopes. 

■ Your dermatologist says you're allergic 
to spandex. 

■ Those binding safety releases work. 
While you're on the lift. 

■ Your outfit went out of style five 
minutes ago. 

■ A flower has been named after your 
skiing technique: "face plant." 

■ You're put on "standby" for a lift ticket. 

■ Your skis decide to go down the slope 
without you. 

■ You and your equipment have been 
labeled old and obsolete. 

■ "I thought you brought the chains." 

■ Every time you fall, someone yells 
"yard sale." 

■ Your poles "snap." 

Your skis "crack." 

And your buckles "pop." 

■ Binding releases, wouldn't. 

■ There are better skiing conditions in 
your freezer. 



Now you can ski in the comfort of your own 
home. 

Award-winning director Willy Bogner's "Fire and 
Ice" and "Snow Motion" are now on videocassette. 
And these aren't those same old skiing documen¬ 
taries or travel logs. 

"Fire and Ice" has World Freestyle champion and 
James Bond stunt double John Eaves racing down 
slopes all over the world. Ski Magazine calls it"... the 
best skiing, or skiing acrobatics, you'll ever see." 

And if you want to see breathtaking, daredevil 
skiing combined with an electrifying musical score 
—check out Bogner's "Snow Motion." You'll see 
the greatest acrobatic skiers in the world pull some 
incredible stunts. All filmed to pulsating music featur¬ 
ing Gary Wright and the Alan Parsons Project. 

So, order your copies of "Fire and Ice" and "Snow 
Motion" today, and enjoy skiing year 'round. It'll cost 
you less than a lift ticket. 




To charge your VISA or MasterCard call toll-free 

1 - 800 - 351-1700 

For check or money order make payable to: 

SKI VIDEO. RO. Box 9386, Canoga Park, CA 91309 
Check selection: (VHSonly) 

□ "Fire and Ice"_Quantity O "Snow Motion"_Quantity 

(SI9.98) (SI4.98) 


S3.00 (Shipping/Handling) 
_(6.5% Sales tax, California 


resident) 




















“THE MOST OPENLY 
SEXUAL 

AMERICANFILM 

INAGESr 

-John Powers, ROLLING STONE 



The 

UNBEARABLE 
LIGHTNESS 
OF BEING 

Experience one of the most 
openly sensual and 
intelligent ftlms ever produced: 
“THE UNBEARABLE 
LIGHTNESS OF BEING," 
an epic story of love, sexuality 
and erotic freedom. 



AVAILABLE ON 
VIDEOCASSEJTE 
DECEMBER 29th. 

ORiOii^ 


CHANNEL ONE 


Crystal ball 1989 


This month’s value-pack of video gear, the “Best of 1988” in tapes and discs, is 
Video Magazine’s annual roundup of the year’s top products. But what are we 
likely to see on retailers’ shelves in the next 12 months? Here, based on what 
we know or suspect to be in the works, are our predictions for 1989. 

• More programming in Super VHS and 8mm. (Warner Home Video recent¬ 
ly joined the 8mm camp, announcing it will issue all new titles in both VHS 
and 8mm.) 

• More consumer-priced ($600 to $1,000) electronic still cameras. Models 
already announced for 1989 include entries from Sony, Fuji and Canon. 

• Hi-Band 8mm from Sony, Canon, perhaps others. 

• Enhanced-definition TVs (with horizontal resolution of 650 to 700 lines) 
from Philips, Magnavox and others. 

• Super LaserVision: laser players that improve picture quality by separating 
the chrominance and luminance signals (as Super VHS does) and work best 
with TVs that have Y/C connectors. 

• More camcorders (besides those from Panasonic, Magnavox and Quasar) 
with electronic image stabilization. 

• More surround sound systems. 

• An increase in video-related wireless equipment, especially camcorder re¬ 
motes. 

• More (and improved) color viewfinders in camcorders. 

• More emphasis on pre-recorded cassettes for sale rather than rental, as 
well as more video stores —like Erol’s experimental sell-through-only store — 
that offer videos for sale only. 

• Prices holding firm or rising on all video gear, as manufacturers limit sup¬ 
plies to increase profitability. 

• Better-trained salespeople who can more intelligently demonstrate video 
equipment. 

• Larger and more innovative video stores, designed and organized to allow 
customers to sample unfamiliar titles and find what they want more easily. 

• More public demonstrations of High Definition TV. 

• More special interest magazines packaged in videocassette form. 

• A battle to prevent digital VCRs from being sold in the U.S. unless they 
contain an anticopying system. 

• A Supreme Court ruling on the fair use of all copyrighted electronic 
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SNOW. 



PLOW. 


The NEC DS8000U VCR 
is the most advanced snow 
removal system on the 
market. Because it’s the 
first super VHS with Digital 
Video Noise Reduction. 

It gives you over 400 lines 
of horizontal resolution for 


finer picture detail. 

But what’s really special 
is the DS8000U reduces 
video noise by digitally 
processing and correcting 
both the luminance and 
chroma signals. 

So whether it’s live broad¬ 
cast or tape playback, you 
get the sharpest, clearest 


picture you’ve ever seen. 

How much of a difference 
can a VCR really make? Take 
a look at the DS8000U. It 
will become very clear. 

NEC. Because certain 
things in life simply cannot 
be compromised. 


CsC 

Computers and Commu 


NEC Home 


f Electronics (USA). In 


NEC 
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FEEDBACK 


VIOEO 


Roderick Woodcock’s reply to David 
Poole Oct ’88) ignored the 

not working, in favor of irrelevant facts 
about cable readiness. There is no VCR 
that will take the place of Poole’s cable 
:ers simply shift the 
bandwidth of a TV 
The signal 



VCRs, on the othe 
late the signal and the 
audio and video. The 
formation never makes it through i 
VCR because it is normally hidden on 
the sound carrier and is not part of the 
audio signal processed by the VCR. For 
the same reason the MTS tuner in a 
new VCR cannot pass the MTS 
to an MTS TV^hr^ugh the an ^ 


ning abky of their older TV sets. Special 
filters placed on the line outside of the resi¬ 
dence usuaUy "trap out" premium channels. 

' TV or VCR 




a VCR ti 


Cartrivision^slast stand 

Cartrivision (“Q & A,” Aug. ’88) is 
alive and well in Bilerica, Massa- 


parts from Avco, the 
purchased Cartrivisio 
five working machines 

copy Cartrivision 
to VHS, Beta, Cartrivision, l/Z-inch 
reehto-reel and 3/4-inch U-Matic. I also 
sell spare parts, do repairs and offer 
technical aid. Lenny Feduk^ski 



problems, flicker, ghosts and color 
impurity that plague current systems. 

There is still the problem of puttini 
3-D on tape, however. Most of the infor 
mation from the left and right fields of 



I ve been very annoyed that there are no 
T160 or T30 S-VHS blank tapes avail¬ 
able yet. I don’t like the S-VHS EP 
mode, and I don’t think it’s better than 
VHS SP. And I’m teed off that I have to 
use an entire ST120 to record in S-VHS 
SP if a program is longer than two hours. 











































Kevin Costner 
Susan Sarandon 

He’s Crash Davis, a seasoned catcher 
whose best years on the ballfield are 
behind him... but whose finest moments 
in the bedroom still lie ahead. 

She’s Annie Savoy, the self-styled 
baseball guru who has appointed 
herself the team’s unofficial trainer 
and handler. 

Catch the fever as two of America’s 
favorite pastimes—baseball and sex — 
team up in this winning comedy about 
long, slow kisses and high, hard 
fastballs. Kevin Costner and Susan 
Sarandon star in the major league hit, 
BULL DURHAM. 

AVAILABLE ON VIDEOCASSETTE 
JANUARY 26th. 


Bull 
Durham 

A Romantic Comedy About America’s 
Other Favorite Pastime. 

A MOUNT COMPANY PRODUCTION KEVIN COSTNER SUSAN SARANDON 
“BULL DURHAM” TiM ROBBINS TREY WILSON ROBERT WUHL 
MUSIC BY MICHAEL CONVERTINO MUSIC SUPERVISOR DANNY BRAMSON 
PRODUCTION DESIGNER ARMIN GANZ 
FILM EDITORS ROBERT LEIGHTON AND ADAM WEISS 
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY BOBBY BYRNE 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER DAVID V. LESTER 
In VHS and Beta. PRODUCED BY THOM MOUNT AND MARK BURG 
QClosed Captioned. Hi Fi Stereo. WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY RON SHELTON 







^The Great 99<t 

fir, 

EMPIRE OF THESUI^^^^ 


CHOOSE ANY FIVE MOVIES 



Now is the best time ever to really start building 
your movie collection! The Great 99? Movie Sale from 
CBS Video Club is here. So now, even with top hits like 
The Ten Commandments reduced from $79.95 to $29.95 
and other new releases selling for even less, you can still do 
better. You can own any five movies shown here for just 99? 
each (plus shipping and handling) when you join the CBS 
Video Club. And you can save up to $65 on a sixth 
Advance Selection box in the coupon. 


There’s no membership fee for joining, nor do 
you have to buy a lot of movies, just six more within the next 
three years. And you’ll have no problem in finding six movies 
you want, because our library holds over 2,500 titles, from 
the very newest releases to classical favorites. Our regular 
Club prices currently range from $79.95 down to $29.95, 
plus shipping and handling; and we also offer a selection of 
lower-priced videocassettes, down to $14.95. Your only 
membership obligation is to buy six movies within three 
years, for as little as $29.95 each-and you may cancel 
membership anytime after doing so. 

How the Club operates: about every four weeks (up 
to 13 times a year) we send you our CBS Video Club 
Magazine, reviewing our Director’s Selection, plus many 
alternate movies. And up to four times a year, you may also 
receive offers of Special Selections, usually at a discount 





















































































































Mo*vieSale 


FOR JUST 99< EACH 


TO CHOOSE FROM 

off regular Club prices, for a total of up to 17 buying 
opportunities. 

Choose only the movies you want: if you want the 
Director’s Selection, don’t do a thing—it’ll arrive autoirat- 
ically. If you’d prefer an alternate movie, or none at all, just 
mail the card always provided by the date specified. You’ll 
always have two full weeks to decide. (If you receive a tape 
before having had two weeks to decide, just send it back at 
our expense.) 

Half-Price Bonus Plan: after buying your sb( movies 
at regular club prices, you’ll automatically become eligible for 
our Half-Price Bonus Plan. With each movie you buy at 
j regular Club prices, the plan currently allows you to take 
another movie of equal value or less at 50% off. 

10-Day Risk-Free Trial: join today and we’ll send 
your five movies, along with more details on how the Club 
works. If for any reason you’re not satisfied, return every¬ 
thing within 10 days for a full, prompt refund and no further 
obligation. 

For fastest service: use your credit card and 
our toll-free number to order. Call 24-hours a day: 

1-800-CBS-4804 

CBS VIDEO CLUB 

, 1400 No. Fruitridge Ave., Terre Haute, IN 47811 


CBS VIDEO CLUB 1400 North Fruitridge Aveni 
Dept. DY5, P.O. Box 1112, Terre Haute, IN 47811 
Yes, please enroll me in the CBS Video Club under th 
terms outlined in this advertisement. As a member, I nee 
buy just sk more movies at regular Club prices within th 

Check one: nVHS DBETA 

plus^SS.OO shipprog 


Advance Selection 

SAVE UP TO $65 MORE- 
HAVE lESS TO B^IATERl 

(that’s up to $65 savings! )-and your mem¬ 
bership obligation is immediately reduced 
(you then need buy only 5 more, instead of 6). 
11 .vise send my lirst :,electit)U for only SM.y.S. plus 


Please check how paying: pos/F 

□ My check is enclosed, 
n Charge my introductory movies and future Club purchases to: 

□ MasterCard □ Diners Club □ American Express nVISA 
























































































FEEDBACK 


I spoke to someone at NAP who said 
he’d bet money that if I purchased a 
BASF T160 (a chromium dioxide formu- 
lation which he felt most closely resem¬ 
bled S-VHS tape) and drilled a hole in 
the shell, I might not even see a differ- 

I did just that, with the following re¬ 
sults: I could distinguish between BASF 
chrome tape and Maxell SQ, but the 
difference was not enormous. Will the 
average consumer see the difference? 
No way! Does the minor loss of S-VHS 
resolution warrant the more than 50 
percent savings in tape cost? Yes! Video¬ 
tape manufacturers are overcharging on 
S-VHS tape. Now that I know that, I 
plan to become a competent hole driller. 

Marnin Rosenberg 
Great Neck, NY 


Just say no 

1 agree 100 percent with David Bollier’s 
comments about commercials on pre-re¬ 
corded videotapes (“Off the Air,” 
Nov. ’88). I wonder how long it will be 
until we have commercial intermissions 
in the middle of movies. 

Clint Alexander 
Republic, Mo. 


Flipped disc 

I’d like to see continuous play Laser- 
Discs so that all four sides of two discs 
could be played without interruption. 
Although the Pioneer LD-Wl player has 
non-flip capability, it takes 15 to 30 sec¬ 
onds to change sides. 

Perhaps Pioneer could put dual laser 
assemblies on each platter, so that one 
would read the top of the disc and the 
other would read the bottom. As the la¬ 
ser assembly on side one nears the end 
(there should be a sensor to count the 
remaining seconds on a side), the laser 
on side two would move into position on 


Video Magazine welcomes your comments. 
Please include a phone number, but not a 
return envelope as the volume of mail does 
not permit replies. Letters may be edited for 
clarity and space. Address correspondence 
to Feedback, Video Magazine, 460 West 34 
Street, New York, NY lOOOl. 


the opening groove. Side two would be¬ 
gin precisely when side one ends. There 
would be no breakup or fade (as there 
are on some discs), just a clean continu¬ 
ation. VHS cassettes don’t need to be 
turned over; despite their loathsome 
picture quality, this is a convenient fea¬ 
ture. Why can’t discs do the same thing? 

Mike Kuhlman 
Boca Raton, Fla. 


Laser insult 

Lou Kesten’s review of The Laser Video- 
disc Companion (“Video Bookshelf,” 
Oct. ’88) is insulting both to the author, 
Douglas Pratt, and to laser videodisc 
consumers. It’s natural for laserphiles to 
be interested in the picture and sound 
quality of a disc because of the medium’s 
potential for unexcelled audio and video 
fidelity, and because there are some very 
poorly mastered discs available. 

Laser consumers tend to purchase, 
rather than rent, discs and are often fa¬ 
miliar with the content of the programs 
they buy. We do not need yet another 
plot summary or review of Return of the 
Jedi or Citizen Kane. We want to know 
how the disc release looks and sounds. 
The pleasure of viewing a movie is en¬ 
hanced immeasurably by a well-done la¬ 
ser presentation. Peter Shalit 

Seattle, Wash. 


Call the cops? 

I am curious about some of the adver¬ 
tisements in Video Magazine concerning 
rental movie stabilizers and cable TV 
descramblers. I was under the impres¬ 
sion that overriding Macrovision was 
against the law, and that descrambling 
cable channels was a theft of service. 

David Shaw 
Elmira, NY 

While there is no law against selling or buy¬ 
ing stabilizers or descramblers. Macrovision 
has filed lawsuits charging patent infringe¬ 
ment by companies manufacturing devices 
that can nullify the system's anti-copying ef¬ 
fects. Copying copyrighted tapes is, how¬ 
ever, a violation of law. Similarly, pur¬ 
chasing a descrambler is legal as long as you 
don't use it to view scrambled cable pro¬ 
gramming to which you do not subscribe. 


Wizard hashing 

After reading “The Wizard of Vid” 
(Oct. ’88) I could not help but feel that 
my intelligence had been grossly in¬ 
sulted. Without a doubt, the material¬ 
ism displayed by Steve Lincoln leaves 
the rest of us videophiles in the dust — 
which seems to be the point of the arti¬ 
cle. The sheer excess of gadgetry begs 
the question, “How much is enough?” I 
read Video Magazine for its excellent 
product reviews and relevant informa¬ 
tion, not for grandiose articles highlight¬ 
ing individual egos. Such dissertations 
contribute little or nothing to the 
knowledge of the average videophile. 

Richard A. Harthun 
Burlington, Wis. 


Amazon bungle 

This is the first month that I’ve pur¬ 
chased a video-related magazine and I 
must say Video Magazine does a great 
job. However, in the photo of Ty Har¬ 
rington (“Shooting the Amazon,” Sept. 
’88) on page 115, the caption claims both 
camcorders he’s holding are made by 
Sony. Yet a close look at the photo re¬ 
veals the camcorder resting on his thigh 
is made not by Sony, as is the one on his 
shoulder, but by Panasonic. 

Jean F. Hebert 
Portland, Oregon 

Ty Harrington did use two Sony cam¬ 
corders to shoot his Amazon videos but 
borrowed a fellow-traveler's Panasonic 
when posing for this photo. 


Corrections 

The Sony KV-27TX10 TV included in 
“Big-Tube Face Off’ (Nov. ’88) does 
not, as the story indicated, have a pic¬ 
ture-in-picture feature. 

The correct phone number for 
ABC’s Wide World of Flying (“Cam- 
corner,” Oct. ’88) is 1-800-999-8783. 

The suggested price for Chinon’s 
CV-T65 Colorview camcorder in Octo¬ 
ber’s “New Products” should have read 
$1,999, not $1,199. _■ 
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Japan targets flat TV 

Already ahead in the high-definition 
sweepstakes, Japan’s video industry has 
set itself a new goal —to create a 
40-inch color LCD screen that’s only 
one inch deep and inexpensive enough 
for consumers. Japan’s potent Ministry 
of International Trade & Industry 
(MITI) is spearheading the project with 
the cooperation of a dozen major manu¬ 
facturers, including NEC, Casio, Seiko 
and Hitachi. The group hopes to intro¬ 
duce large LCD products in about five 
years and realize the dream of flat, di¬ 
rect-view TVs that could hug walls un¬ 
obtrusively or be easily built within 
them. 


EDITED BY STAN^NKWy^ 
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Space shades 

European and Japanese inventors are 
gradually bringing down the size of 
home satellite antennas, but now one 
has developed a “dish” that rolls up like 
a window shade. The “zone plate” an¬ 
tenna, developed by Britain’s MAW 
Zones, Ltd., uses a large sheet of ultra- 
thin polyester to focus satellite signals 
onto a small plastic receiving horn. The 
shade, only .007 of an inch thick, has a 
series of receiving zones printed on it 
with conductive ink. The table-top horn 
passes the signal to a standard receiver 
set-up. The system should turn up in the 
U.S. soon at a price that could be under 
$ 100 . 


Smm breakout 

The success of Sony’s Video Walkman 
has helped persuade Warner Home Vid¬ 
eo to begin releasing all its new movies 
and other programs in Smm as well as 
VHS. The policy marks a departure for 
studios, which have been taking a wait- 
and-see attitude toward the Smm mar¬ 
ket. The first releases under the new 
policy include Stand and Deliver, Arthur 
2: On the Rocks and Above the Law. 
Warner has already released about two 
dozen titles in Smm, including Beetle- 
juice, Nuts, Pale Rider and Empire of the 
Sun. “We've watched the progress of 
Smm video products with great inter- 


8mm Movie Coup: 

Empire ol the Sun, 
already out in Smm, 
offers a tasfe of fifles fo 
come as Warner Home 
Video sfarts fo routinely 
release new films in 
Smm as well as VHS. 


est,” said Warner president Warren N. 
Lieberfarb, “and feel they will have con¬ 
siderable impact on when, where and 
how consumers view movies.” 



Curtain raiser 

Last month’s “Hi-Def in a Decade” fea¬ 
ture updated the scramble toward high- 
definition TV in this country. But 
there’s at least one more national player 
to consider — the Soviet Union. At a re¬ 
cent HDTV conference in Moscow, 
USSR Television and Radio introduced 
its own 1,350-line system along with a 
plea for a single world standard “to 
avoid erecting a technological curtain in 
place of the iron and bamboo curtains 
that once divided nations.” 


1987. Canon, leading the pack with 847 
patents, was followed by Hitachi, 
Toshiba, GE and North American Phil¬ 
ips. The second list is from a survey by 
the American Video Association, which 
asked nearly 500 VCR service centers 
which brands seem to “require more ser¬ 
vice.” The five cited most frequently 
were Emerson, Fisher, Goldstar, Sam¬ 
sung and Sharp —in that order. How¬ 
ever, more than half of the dealers said 
that no particular brands were brought 
in more often than others. 


Sell-through express 

Erol’s, the Southeast video chain, has 
just opened the country’s first sell- 
through only video store in Washington, 
D.C. Sell-through is industry jargon for 
selling, as opposed to renting, pre-re¬ 
corded tapes to viewers, usually through 
merchandisers, like K-Mart, which also 
carry a multitude of other products. If 
Erol’s experiment succeeds, expect oth¬ 
er retailers to follow suit. 


Winners and sinners 

Two intriguing lists have come our way. 
The first, from the U.S. Patent Office, 
identifies the top patent recipients of 


Fast Scans 

Live, in Color: Expect a flurry of cam¬ 
corders in the next year or so to sport 
color LCD viewfinders. Seiko Epson has 
I developed a new 0.94-inch display that 
i uses high density, thin film transistors. 
Although costlier, the 70,400-pixel dis¬ 
play is no heavier than black &. white 
CRT viewfinders. 

Photo(video)copying: Maryland 
inventor Alfred Levine has won a patent 
for a process that lets conventional pho¬ 
tocopiers print still video images. A user 
inserts a two-inch still video disk into 
the copier. With the help of a built-in 
TV screen, he or she selects and edits 
from among the disc’s 50 stored images, 
before hitting the print button. 

Inching Upward: Casio’s 
VF-3000 TVCR-the one with the 3.3- 
inch color LCD screen —has sold well 
enough to encourage the company to in¬ 
troduce new models with four- and five- 
inch screens. Look for them in early 
spring. ■ 
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Kickstand: Superstar Chuck Norris (right) puts his back—and his mouth—into his work. 


Chuck Norris* 
fainting spell 

In Chuck Norris' 1988 suspense film, 
Hero and the Terror, the tough superstar 
actually drops his macho cool and faints. 
Has Chuck become a quiche eater? 

No, no. He’s just having a bit of on¬ 


screen fun. In fact, not long before film¬ 
ing Hero, Norris was on location in the 
Caribbean shooting one of his Missing in 
Action flicks with a dead rat stuffed in 
his mouth. 

“It’s absolutely true,” insists the jo¬ 
vial, soft-spoken Norris over a grilled 
ham-and'cheese-on-whole-wheat lunch 
at a fancy Manhattan hotel. “If you ever 
interview anyone connected with the 


movie,” he says excitedly, like a 
kid talking a- 
bout a great 
play at second 
* base, “ask about 

*\ it. They’ll tell you. 
The day I was sup¬ 
posed to shoot that scene 
[of a prisoner-of-wat being 
tortured upside down], all they 
had were these damn mountain rats. 

They have these guys on the island 
catching them; one guy got $20 for the 
biggest rat. [The production company] 
had no fake rats we could use. I couldn’t 
believe it —you expect me to put a real 
rat in my mouth? They’re all hemming 
and hawing, and finally the director 
says, ‘Well, I guess we’ll just have to 
cancel the scene.’ 

“So I said, ‘We can’t cancel that 
scene —it’s an integral part of the whole 
movie!’ So,” Norris relates, affecting a 
whiny voice, “he says, ‘What’re we gon¬ 
na do-ooo?’ I got so pissed off. I said, 
‘Kill the rat.’ They killed it, I grabbed it, 
stuck it in my mouth and they hung me 
upside down, this sack over my head. I 
swung myself like the rat’s attacking my 
face.” 

Norris insists he was too angry to 
think about what the production com¬ 
pany’s insurance rep might have said 
(“Hey, we’re down in St. Kitt’s, there 
was nobody down there!”) or of the pos¬ 
sibility of rabies. “At the time, I never 
even thought about it. It never entered 
my mind.” It concerned his wife Dianne, 
however. “She took my toothbrush and 
put it over the other side of the sink, 
and she wouldn’t kiss me for a week!” 

For a man who’ll endure a rat in his 
mouth for cinema, what could make 
him faint? In Hero and the Terror (soon 
to be on video), it’s impending child¬ 
birth. “The scene [at a hospital with his 
character’s pregnant girlfriend] didn’t 
originally call for me to faint,” he says. 
“But by take ten I was getting bored. I 
have a tendency to joke around, so on 
one take I fainted at the admitting desk. 
The crew burst out laughing. When the 
director [Bill Tannen] was editing the 
film, he called me up and said he’d like 
to leave the fainting scene in. I said, ‘No 
way is Chuck Norris going to faint on¬ 
screen.’ 

“I have final cut, so out of despera- 






















tion he calls my manager. He calls me up 
and says, ‘You know, it really does look 
good.’ After I saw it again; I reflected on 
when my first child was born 25 years 
ago, and the helplessness I felt. I had 
started getting lightheaded and had to 
1 put water on my face to keep from pass- 
I ing out. So in a certain way that did 
happen to me, and [the movie] does 
deal with human frailties, so I decided to 
leave it in.” — Frank Lovece 

McGillis tries 
on the ^50s 

“I really don’t know why the film didn’t 
make it. I liked it. Maybe people were 
expecting much more of a political film. 
The film’s really more of a mystery thril- 



Walls and Houses: Kelly McGillis faces challenges 
In House on Carroll Street and The Accused. 


ler in the Hitchcock tradition,” states 
House on Carroll Street star Kelly 
McGillis. 

She hopes the film will find a more 
appreciative audience on home video. 
‘‘In any actor’s career, you cannot have 
hit after hit after hit. This was a differ¬ 


ent kind of character for me to play. I 
really liked doing it. I also loved working 
with [director] Peter Yates.” 

Her aim is to create appealing, 
unique characters. ‘‘I’m in this business 
for the long haul,” she declares. “Not for 
immediate gratification. I really think all 
of my characters have been different. 
That to me is the intriguing thing about 
acting.” 

McGillis worked as a waitress to sup¬ 
port herself while attending the Juilliard 
School in New York City. She made her 
film debut opposite Tom Conti in 
Reuben, Reuben and gained stardom as 
the Amish widow who falls for detective 
Harrison Ford in Witness. She next 
scored with Tom Cruise in Top Gun. 
“It’s the Western made modern-day,” 
admits McGillis. “Top Gun is surefire 
entertainment. For two hours, you don’t 


! s 


Media mecca 

For my money ($4, to be exact), the 
centerpiece of the American Museum 
of the Moving Image (which opened 
its doors recently in Queens,'New York) 
is artist Jim Herman’s T.V. Lounge, a 
coldly comforting tableau in which 
plastic 1960s furniture surrounds a 
beckoning tube. Here the televised 
image is less important than the envi¬ 
ronment in which it is consumed. 



Edifice of Artifice: Museum of the Moving Image. 


Unlike New York’s Museum of 
Broadcasting, where you can catch up 
on ancient Twilight Zone episodes, the 
AMMI focuses on the apparatus of 
television and movies: the mechanical 
stuff and marketing whimsies upon 
which the entertainment industry de¬ 
pends. The highly entertaining institu¬ 
tion illustrates the process with sets, 
costumes and souvenirs. 

“Masterpieces of Moving Image 
Technology,” for example, is a low- 
and high-tech cornucopia of cameras, 
projectors and television receivers. 
From the 19th-century Thaumatrope 
and Phenakistiscope to the latest Sony 
Video Walkman, many of these de¬ 
vices seem more like art than technol¬ 
ogy. Entire walls are covered with 
goofy movie and TV ephemera, from 
Jackie Gleason’s “And Awa-a-a-a-y We 
Go” TV Fun Game to Mork and 
Mindy lunch boxes and 1976 Sonny 
I and Cher dolls. 

Nam June Paik’s 80-screen Get- 
: Away Car takes 
the notion of 
moving imagery 
literally, while Red 
I Grooms and Ly- 
siane Luong’s daz¬ 
zling Tut’s Fever 
installation me¬ 
morializes classic 

I Egyptian “picture Auto-Vision: Nam June 



Palace of Light: The Tul’s Fever installation. 




palaces.” In interactive exhibits, video 
fetishists can reconstruct commercial 
soundtracks or discover what their 
heads would look like on Eddie Mur¬ 
phy’s Beverly Hills Cop body. 

The AMMI also offers continuous 
video screenings and regular film pre¬ 
sentations. Recent series have been 
devoted to Glorious Technicolor, 
Independent American New Film 
and —classiest of all —a film and 
television retro¬ 
spective devoted 
to Jerry Lewis. 
With program¬ 
ming like this, a 
moving experi¬ 
ence for all is 
practically guar- 
_ anteed. 

Paik’s Get-Away Car. —Richard Gehr 
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have to think. You don’t have to worry 
about your bills. That's nice.” 

when not on location, the dl-year' 
old actress works out daily on her home 
gym. “Fm a real homebody,” reveals 
McGillis. “I read a lot. I garden. I can 
have a great time wasting the day away 
not doing much of anything.” 

In her latest film, The Accused, 
McGillis plays an attorney involved in a 
controversial sexual assault case. Next is 
a Depression-era drama, The Winter 
People, with Kurt Russell. 

—Lowell Goldman 


Fisher Stevens: 
Number 5*s 
human co-star 

Short Circuit was a certified box office 
hit, went on to be a massively popular 
video in 1987 and made stars out of 
Steve Guttenberg and Ally Sheedy. But 
Fisher Stevens, who returns as Number 
5’s malaprop-prone inventor/friend Ben 
Jahrvi in Short Circuit 2 (on tape from 
RCA/Columbia) is quietly pleased that 
the film’s fans don’t recognize him on 
sight. 

“I like especially when people ask 
what I’ve done and I say Short Circuit, I 
play the Indian, and they look at me and 
go, ‘You? —nah!’," says Stevens, chuck¬ 
ling and miming a double-take stare. 

To delve into his character a bit 
more for the sequel —beyond donning 
brown contacts and dyeing his hair — he 
flew to India for three weeks to soak up 
some atmosphere. “Before the first film, 
I never knew any Indians, the accent or 
anything,” Stevens relates in typically 
forthright style. “I wanted to represent 
them well and for Ben to be as real as 
possible. I travelled into the villages, 
stayed with rich people, poor people, 
slept on floors and immersed myself in 
the culture.” 

On Broadway while he was still a 
teenager in Torch Song Trilogy, Stevens, 
now 24, soon moved into features with 
roles in Brother from Another Planet and 
The Flamingo Kid. He recently re- 
teamed with old pal Matt Dillon and 
Madonna for The Bloodhounds of Broad- 
way. 


Sensitive to the impact a performer 
can have on people, and on kids in par¬ 
ticular, Stevens has taken great pains to 
make himself available —working with 
young cancer patients at Sloan-Ketter- 
ing in New York, and with Northern 
Lights Alternatives, an AIDS workshop 
founded by his mother. 

“The ’80s are very scary. One of the 
things I love about acting is that you get 
to go into the past and do parts that can 
take you out of this time,” he says reflec¬ 
tively. “I’ve always felt I was a very ’30s 
and ’40s type of person.” 

—Shari Roman 



Margot Kidder 
gets intimate 


“I never considered myself a leading 
lady,” says Margot Kidder. “Before Su¬ 
perman, I was a character actress. But 


with Dick Donner’s work, I became a 
‘movie star,’ which is a pretty weird 
thing to be. Except for films like Am- 
ityville Horror, which I did for the money, 
my choices for parts are based on wheth¬ 
er the character has a psyche I haven’t 
gotten into yet. Perhaps that’s why I've 
been in more unsuccessful movies than 
any still-working actress I know.” 

Indeed, besides her four Superman 
pictures, most of Kidder’s films (which 
include Some Kind of Hero, The Great 
Waldo Pepper, Sisters and Black Christ¬ 
mas, aka Stranger in the House) did 
better on cassette than in their original 
theatrical runs. Her latest role on video 
is in Vanishing Act, a Hitchcockian mys¬ 
tery thriller which also stars Elliott 
Gould. 

Kidder left her home in a Canadian 
mining town in the mid-’60s and fled to 
Hollywood at 18. Within three years she 
made her film debut in Norman Jew¬ 
ison’s Gaily, Gaily. But Superman (1978) 
was the turning point. “I suddenly had 
lots more money than I deserved. I was 
recognized on the street, which terrified 
me and made me paranoid,” she recalls. 

“It was like being an animal in a cage, 
with people peering at you while you 
eat. I’d run from restaurants in tears, 
drink too much and act like a jerk. Then 
I got used to it.” 

Superman still follows Kidder < 
around. At a recent celebrity charity g 
fundraiser, “Lois Lane’s pink underwear” § 
(as in the question Lois poses to test Su- S 
perman’s X-ray vision) fetched $275 g 
from someone unaware that the unworn I 
lingerie had been purchased new for the S 
occasion. “It was not my underwear,” | 
specifies Kidder. “I just about died.” g 
—Clifford Meth S 
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“..[PATRICKSWAYZEIGOTTHISROLEWITH TALENT... AND BOY, 
THAT TALENT IS RADIANT IN THE ROLE OF THE OUTCAST SON.,! 


-DAVmSHEEHA/t, KI\IBCTV.U3SANGELES 





PATRICK SWAYZE 

im 


Box office superstar Patrick Swayze 
{Dirty Dancing], Academy Award Nominee 
Piper Laurie {Children of A Lesser God), 
Barbara Williams ( Thief of Hearts] and 
Lee Richardson {Prizzi's Hanoi], star in 
this compelling drama about the break up 
of a family and the force that brings them 
together again. 

"SWAYZE STANDS OUT IN TIGER WARSAW. 

IT'S FAR SUPERIOR TO HIS PART AS THE RESORT 
ENTERTAINER IN DIRTY DANCING.' 


[SWAYZE ISI TERRIFIC IN THE TITLE ROLE." 


Available On Videocassette 
February 9,1989 


.\N .AMIN Q. CH.AI DHRl FILM • TIGER WARSAW • ■ 
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plus shipping; 


Little Feat-L 




Kronos Quartet 

(Nonesuch) 373993 

MIeczyelaw Horszowski- 

Mozart/Chopin/Schumann 
(Nonesuch) 373902 

/Vynton Marsalis— Portrait 


Wyntc 

ofWyr 

(CBSN 


Luther Vandross— Any 

Love (Epic) 373399 

Bob James-The Scarlatti 
Dialogues 

(CBS Mastenwrks) 369835 
John WIHIams-The 
Baroque Album 
(CBS MasterNwrks) 369769 


Metallica— And Justice For 
AII(Elektra) 372805 

Wynton Marsalis- 
Baroque Music For 
Trumpets. 

(CBS Master.) 364695 


zy Osbourne-No Rest 
i-orfhe Wicked 
(Epic) 373308 

Olivia Newton John-The 
Rumour (MCA) 373035 

V&rious Artlsts-Folkways/ 
A Tribute To Woody Guthrie 


Big Audio Dynamite— 

Tighten Up. Vbl. ‘88 
(Columba) 372672 

Emanuel Ax—Chopin: 4 


Brian Wilson (Sire/Reprise) 

366427 

Midnight Oil— Diesel And 


London Classical Players 
(Angel) 365619 

Keith Sweat-Make It Last 
Forever (Elektra) 365544 


Linda Ronstadt- 
Canciones De Mi “ 

(Asylum) 

Andres Segovia 
Collection, Vol. 1 Music 
By Bach 

(MCA Classics) 362293 

George Michael— Faith 
(Columbia) 362228 

Belinda Cariisle- 


Suppe/Brahms/Beethoven/ 
Wagnern’chaikovsky 
(Pro Arte) 361279 

Ybs— Big Generator 
(ATCO) 361170 

...laikovL..,. 

No. 6 Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra 

(CBS Master.) 361022 



360115 


(Columbia) 

Billy Idol-Vital Idol 
(Chrysalis) 360107 

Debbie Gibson-Out Of 
The Blue (Atlantic) 359927 

Gershwin (Angel) 
Aerosmith-Permanent 
Vacation (Geffen) 359075 
i”,Orig. 



Gold & Platinum Vol. IV 
(Realm) ' 369413 
Bob James-Ivory Coast 
(Warner Bros) 372789 

UB40 (A&M) 372730 


371476 

---Handel: 

Orchestral Suites Royal 
Philharmonic Orch. 
(MCACIassjcs/RPO) 371005 
Spyro Gyra-Rites of 
Summer (MCA) 370767 
Randy TIavis-Old 8x10 
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The remake 
hall of fame 

As a friend of mine is fond of saying, 
“Anything worth doing is worth overdo¬ 
ing.” Here are six of the most overin¬ 
dulged stories on video: 

Dracula: The title role in the Bram 
Stoker talc of pesky Transylvanians was 
played most famously by Bela Lugosi 
(1931, MCA), but has also seen life —or 
undcath —as Frank Langella (1979, 
MCA), Jack Palancc (1973, IVE), by the 
desperately creepy Max Schrcck in F.W. 
Murnau’s silent hlosferatu (1922, Kartes, 
Video Yesteryear), Klaus Kinski in 
Werner Herzog’s 1979 Nosferatu remake 
(Crown), Jamie Gillis in the soft-porn 
Dracula Sucks (1979, Unicorn), Joe Dal- 
lesandro in Andy Warhol’s Dracula 
(1974, Video Gems) and in an animated 
version (1984, Vestron). 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde has been 
transformed many times during its cine¬ 
matic history, from John Barrymore’s si¬ 
lent doctor (1920, Video Yesteryear) 
through Spencer Tracy (1941, MGM/ 
UA), Jack Palancc (1968, IVE), Kirk 


Douglas (1973, Sony) and two films in 
which the Mister is a Miss: J. Kathleen 
White’s arty Dr. Jekyll and Ms. Hyde 
(1980, MondayAVednesday/Friday Vid¬ 
eo Club) and the campy British Dr. 
Jekyll and Sister Hyde (1972, HBO). 

Robinson Crusoe has been ship¬ 
wrecked as an animated figure four 
times (Baker & Taylor, IVE, MGM/UA 
and Prism), as a 1927 British silent with 
narration (added in 1936) by “Uncle 
Don” Carney, a children’s radio star 
(Video Yesteryear) and as Dick Van 
Dyke in Lt. Robin Crusoe, U.S.N. (1966, 
Disney). 

Cinderella’s prince has come in the 
classic animated version (1950, Disney), 
to Lesley Ann Warren in Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s 1965 tele-musical (Play¬ 
house), to Jennifer Beals in the Faerie 
Tale Theatre version (CBS/Fox), 
Cheryl Smith in an R-rated Vestron vid¬ 
eo (1977), to Kathleen Kuhlman in the 
Rossini opera La Cenerentola (1985, 
HBO) and to Fedora Barbicri in an Ital¬ 
ian film of the tale (1948, V.I.E.W.). 
She’s also been seen animated in ver¬ 
sions from Prism and Amvest, pirouet¬ 
ting in a tape from V.I.E.W. (Prokofiev 
score) and, most bizarrcly, playing 


Princess Charming to Jerry Lewis in 
1960’s Cinderfella (IVE). 

The murderous Macbeth has been 
bloody—Jon Finch in Roman Polanski’s 
1971 film (RCA/Columbia); brogue- 
ish — Orson Welles in his film of the play 
(1948, Republic); expansive—Jeremy 
Brett (1981, Kultur); Hallmark Hall of 
Famous —Maurice Evans (1954, Video 
Yesteryear); balletic —Alexei Fade- 
yechev and the Bolshoi (Kultur); and 
operatic —Kostas Paskalis in the Verdi 
version (VAI). 

Lemuel Gulliver has traveled 
(mostly just to Lilliput) in three Gui- 
' liver’s Travels. Two are all-animation — 

; the Fleischer Brothers’ 1938 classic (Hi- 

■ Tops) and a 1979 Ross Martin-narrated 

■ version (Goodtimes). The other, a musi¬ 
cal, blends cartoons with live action and 
stars Richard Harris (1977, United). 
Then there’s the BBC’s Gulliver in Lib 
liput (1982, Playhouse) and The Three 
Worlds of Gulliver (1959, RCA/Colum- 
hia), with Ray Harryhausen’s wonderful 
Dynamations. 

—M. George Stevenson 

Door-tO‘door 
video service 

California entrepreneur Leisa Korn may 
soon be known as the Avon Lady of vid¬ 
eo. Her two-year-old Direct Entertain¬ 
ment Company hopes to do for home 
video what the cosmetics company did 
for makeup: bring the product right to 
people’s front door. “We’re like a big 
video store, only we teach people to sell 
directly to the consumer,” says Korn. 

For a $35 lifetime membership fee, 
Entertainment Consultants (as her 
salespeople are called) receive a cata¬ 
logue and selling instructions. They can 
then purchase videos at a discount for 
themselves, or sell them to friends, 
neighbors and co-workers. “People who 
don’t live in a big city often have trou¬ 
ble buying videos,” says Korn. “We’re 
geared to areas where people shop from 
catalogues or join video clubs.” 

The plan is being test-marketed in 
Florida, Texas, Ohio, California and 
North Carolina. Washington, D.C. is 
next on the list. 

—Hilary Dunst 
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Japan’s oldest 
television star 

Kenjiro Takayanagi may only be known 
to devoted historians of television’s de¬ 
velopment, but the 89-year-old “Su¬ 
preme Advisor” of electronics giant JVC 
is to Japanese technology what Philo 
Farnsworth and Vladimir Zworykin arc 
to America; a crucial contributor to the 
medium’s invention. 

Although he is a folk hero in Japan 
and admired by engineers worldwide, 
Takayanagi, like other television pio¬ 
neers, is unfamiliar to the viewing pub¬ 
lic. During a recent (and rate) New 
York City visit to accept an honorary 
membership in the Society of Motion 
Picture and Television Engineers, Tak¬ 
ayanagi, through an interpreter, remi¬ 
nisced about his role. 



Mr. TV: Keniiro Takayanagi and the katakana. 


In October 1926, Takayanagi began 
his first experiments in television trans¬ 
mission. On Christmas day of that year, 
he succeeded in transmitting and re¬ 
ceiving the Japanese character katakana 
(pronounced “ee”) on a Braun tube, 
which is similar to the modern picture 
tube. His earliest experiments employed 
a mechanical, rather than electronic, 
system. Takayanagi nonetheless contrib¬ 


uted to the development of electronic 
receivers. 

Takayanagi chose katakana because, 
he explains, “years ago, television re¬ 
searchers transmitted the symbol of the 
cross” to convey horizontal and vertical 
lines. “But the cross is not familiar to 
the Japanese. Our alphabet starts with 
katakana,” a character which satisfies 
the need for a simple shape with inter¬ 
secting lines. 

Takayanagi, who met both Farns¬ 
worth and Zworykin in his travels, be¬ 
came interested in television at the 
prompting of a teacher “who suggested 
it would be very nice if we could send 
pictures by air. At the time, television 
was just science fiction. It was a long 
goal. And I wanted to do something ten 
years ahead. Like in a comic strip, I 
wanted to jump to the last picture and 
work there, instead of doing what every¬ 
one else was doing.” —Frank Lovece 
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SIGHT, 
SOUND AND SENSE 

There’s one question that everyone always 
asks about making movies with a video 
camera or camcorder. "How can I make 
my home movies look like real movies?’’ 

The answer: Remember the Three 
“S’s" — Sight, Sound and Sense. 

For superior sight — that is, picture 
quality — it’s critical to have the proper 
lighting. Unpredictable situations occur 
all too frequently that can produce dark, 
blurry or unviewable pictures — even 
with today's low-light cameras. 

The ideal solution is RCA's portable 
12-volt DC light. Small, lightweight and 
convenient, the RCA light ensures dramat¬ 
ically brighter and sharper home movie 
pictures. Its special 35-watt multi-mirror 
lamp maximizes light output while reduc¬ 
ing power consumption and heat buildup. 
Safe for use just about anywhere, the 
model VDC050 operates either on battery 
power or through a car's cigarette lighter. 

Adding the right accessory to your 
camera or camcorder can also make all 
the difference in your sound. Even though 
your camera may include a built-in micro¬ 
phone, it can literally only go so far. 

A sound solution to this problem is RCA's 
Wireless Microphone System (WM002) 
which enables you to capture sounds up 
to 100 feet from your camera! Your sub¬ 
ject simply clips a miniature mike to his 
or her clothing and slips a small transmit¬ 
ter into a pocket or onto a belt. You pick 
up the sound with a receiver that snaps 
onto the top of your camera or camcorder. 
The last of the Three “S’s" is sense. And 
the RCA Character Generator is a powerful 
tool for adding more meaning to a home 
movie. The model CGA030 puts words 
and numbers on-screen to create real 
movie titles. With this accessory, you can 
now add names, dates and any other in¬ 
formation you choose on yourtapes — 
just like professional movie credits, in 
four sizes of type. Scroll words up or down, 
create "curtain” and "window” effects for 
change of scenes. 

See your RCA video dealer for 
accessories that will go a long way to 
add a touch of professionalism to your 
home movies. Or, for a free colorful 
brochure, write: RCA Sales Promotion 
Services, Dept. SSS, Deptford, NJ 
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NEW PRODUCTS 



JVC camcorder adds superimposer 


JVC’s GR'40U Compact VHS camcorder includes a four-page digital title super¬ 
imposer that can insert up to four previously shot and memorized titles over video 
footage. Titles can be recorded in eight colors, while a reverse mode fills the back¬ 
ground with color even as the action is visible through the letters of the title. 

The half-inch CCD image sensor has 360,000 pixels and is sensitive to light as 
low as 8 lux. The 6x power zoom lens offers two speeds and a macro range, while 
the four-speed electronic shutter records as fast as 1/1000 of a second. Other fea¬ 
tures include audio/video fade, shuttle search, zero-frame editing, a dubbing 
switch, date/time insertion, backlight compensation and automatic focus, iris and 
white balance. 

Price: not available. 

For additional information, circle No. 151 on Reader Service Card. 



Yamaha S-VHS VCR features PIP 


Yamaha’s YV-lllOS Super VHS VCR includes a digital picturc-in-picture feature 
that can be shifted to any corner of the screen. The four-head deck offers VHS hi- 
fi audio as well as MTS stereo. The 8-event/21-day timer can be programmed from 
the remote using onscreen menus. 

The YV-lllOS also features 140-channel PLL tuning, onscreen function and 
channel displays, a real-time counter and index search. 

Price: $899. 

For additional information, circle No. 152 on Reader Service Card. 






















Pioneer premieres 
Elite projection TVs 


Pioneer’s latest Elite projection monitor/ 
receivers feature improved brightness, 
system remote controls and surround 
sound. The 50'inch PrO'91 boasts 700 
lines of horizontal resolution and 300 
footlamberts of brightness, while the 45- 
inch PrO'71 offers 650 lines and 350 
footlamberts. 

Both projection sets offer a range of 
"dynamic” picture enhancements, in¬ 
cluding picture control (for texture and 
brightness), a picture optimizer (to ad¬ 
just for room lighting), contour control, 
focusing circuitry and black level expan- 

1 . Each set has four audio/video in¬ 
puts, including one on the front panel, 
as well as an S-video input. Two audio/ 
video memories recall picture and sound settings, and each projection monitor in¬ 
cludes a 10-watt-per-channel amplifier and two six-inch stereo speakers. 

Prices: Pro-91, $4,500; Pro-71, $4,150. 

For additional information, circle No. 153 on Reader Serace Card. 


Sony 8mm camcorder uses tiny transport 



Sony's CCD-Vll 8mm camcorder uses an ultra-compact tape transport mecha¬ 
nism that is more than 60 percent smaller and 50 percent lighter than previous 
8mm transports. The 6.5-ounce FL Mechanism transport reduces the Vll’s overall 
weight to two pounds. 

The 2/3-inch CCD image sensor has 420,000 pixels and is sensitive to light as 
low as 5 lux. The five-speed shutter records as fast as 1/4000 of a second. The 6x 
zoom lens has a macro range, and automatic functions include through- 
the-lens focus, white balance and iris. A built-in superimposer in¬ 
cludes two pages of memory, eight colors and scroll¬ 
ing capability. The four-head camcorder also 
offers a flying erase head, edit search, 
insert edit, an edit switch, a 
linear time counter and high- 
fidelity AFM audio. 

Price: $1,850. 
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Onkyo dehuts simpler Unifier 


SPECIALISTS 


FOR MORE INFO: (201) 696-6537 

WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY LEGITIMATE PRICE 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-(800)-247-4654 



Canon 



FBATUBCS: 

• New 9-Head System 

• Audio Insert Capability 

• VHS Index Search System 

• Auto Date Function 

• 3-Speed Shutter 

• Digital Playback 




Onkyo's RC-AV20 is the company’s third-generation Unifier programmable re¬ 
mote. The keypad is arranged to control up to 10 components, and each of the 51 
keys can be programmed for two commands. Color symbols at each key (white for 
audio, blue for video) make identification easier. 

Price: $100. 

For additional information, circle No. 155 on Reader Service Card. 



We ship within 24 hours. 

All prices quoted Include manufacturer's standard 
accessories & U.S. Warranty. All units are factory 
sealed. Shipping & handling extra. Not responsible 
for typographical errors. S & H Non-Refundable. 
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'^SPECIALISTS 


FOR MORE /NFO; (201) 696-6537 
CALL TOLL FREC l (800)-247-46S4 

Panasonic 


NEW PRODUCTS 


Sumiko processor adapts YIC signal 

Sumiko's S-RGB video processor converts the Y/C video signal from a Super VHS 
or ED Beta VCR to an RGB signal, allowing older monitors to accept S-video sig¬ 
nals. The processor offers controls to adjust color, hue, contrast, brightness and 
white balance. An enhance control optimizes picture sharpness. 

Price: $485. 

for aMltional information, circle No. 159 on Reader Service Card. 


Emerson TV features 
picture-in-picture 

Emerson’s TS4650D 27-inch TV incor¬ 
porates two tuners for digital picture-in- 
picture. The set also offers 500 lines of 
horizontal resolution, an S-video input 
for connection to an S-VHS or ED Beta 
VCR, MTS stereo, SAP and 140-chan- 
nel frequency synthesis tuning. 

Price: $1,000. 

For additional information. 

circle no. 160 on Reader Service Card. 


Kinyo debuts “auto’’ reminder 

Kinyo’s AutoWinder is a VHS cassette rewinder in the shape of an automobile. 
Pressing a button over the front license plate causes the hood to rise for cassette 
insertion. The LED headlights glow during operation, and after rewinding the unit 
automatically ejects the cassette and shuts off the power. 

Price: $40. 

For additional information, circle No. 161 on Reader Service Card. 


PV110 , 

VHS-C 7 LUX ZOOM PV400 

VHS-C AMCORDER 
PVS150 I FULLY AUTOMATIC 

w/Flying t 


4860 

4 Head Hi-Fi MTS 
ON SCREEN 


, ^ HIGH 

j resolution 

VHS TV’s 

13 "- 50 " 


ALL PANASONIC 

Special Pricing on all other models. 

Call 1 - 800 - 444-6300 

1160 HAMBURG TURNPIKE 
WAYNE, NJ 

ALWAYS COMPETITIVE! 


We ship within 24 hours. 

All prices quoted include manufacturer's standard 
accessories & U.S. Warranty. All units are factory 
‘tied. Shipping & handling extra. Not responsible 
typographical errors. S & H Non-Refundable. 
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SUPER VHS 

FROM 

JVC 


ACCEPT NO 


► ►Begin with unsurpassed picture clarity. 
Add every imaginable feature and function. 
Top it off with the JVC name, the company that invented VHS and Super VHS. 
Now you know why many experts consider these Super VHS decks with over 400 lines 
of resolution the most advanced machines you can own. 
Consider the HR'SSOOOU, JVC’s finest video achievement. Here you’ll find an array of 
digital functions including Freeze, Strobe, Solarization, Search and Picture-in-Picture. 

And JVC’s LCD remote puts each of these features in the palm of your hand. 
And with the HR-SSOOOU, JVC puts the superb picture quality of Super VHS within 
veryone’s reach. This new Super VHS VCR has a bold, sleek design complete with a full 
range of advanced features. ■ 

Choose Super VHS from JVC. Now there’s no limit to how good | 
home video ca 


JVC 


WE’VE SEEN THE FUTURE. AND IT’S JVC 













Franchised Authorized 
Dealer 

For more product info. 

ca//; 1-800-247-4654 


We ship within 24 hours. 

prices quoted include manufacturer's standard 
accessories & U.S. Warranty. All units are factory 
sealed. Shipping & handling extra. Not responsible 
for typographical errors S & H Non-Refundable 


JVC streamlines VHS-C camcorder 

JVC’s GR'A30U Compact VHS camcorder features a streamlined body and an ad¬ 
vanced new autofocus system. The system uses a special microprocessor to moni¬ 
tor the CCD image sensor’s outputs and adjust the lens only as needed, 
automatically focusing from the macro range to infinity. 

Age imprinting lets you superimpose your subject’s age along with the date and 
time. The GR-A30U also features a 1/1000-second high-speed shutter, a 6x power 
zoom lens, a flying erase head and low light sensitivity to 8 lux. 

Price: not available. 

For additional information, circle No. 156 on Reader Service Card. 


Yamaha VCRs offer onscreen menus 

Yamaha’s new YV-910D and YV-810 VHS VCRs offer 8-event/21-day remote pro¬ 
gramming using onscreen menus. Each deck also features 140-channel PEL tuning, 
MTS stereo, four video heads, hi-fi audio, a real-time counter and index search. 
The 910D adds digital picture-in-picture. 

Prices: YV-910D, $749; YV-810, $649. 

For additional information, circle No. 157 on Reader Service Card. 


RCA offers light 
video lamp 

RCA’s VDC050 is a 35-watt DC video 
light weighing only 12 ounces. To mini¬ 
mize heat the light uses a lamp with a 
coating that reflects 85 percent of heat- 
ptoducing infrared waves. A double 
thermal plate glass lens reduces heat on 
the front. The quartz-halogen multi¬ 
mirror lamp consumes less battery pow¬ 
er than most camcorder lights. 

Price: $100. 

For additional information. 

circle no. 158 on Reader Service Card. 


NEW LASER DISC 
AVAILABLE SOON! 

EVS-800 ^ 


FOR MORE INFO: (201) 696-6537 
CALL TOLL-FREE 1-(aOO)-247-46S4 


& SONY* 


CCD-V220 
Video 8^ 

PRO Camcorder 
HI-FI STEREO 


NEW 

SY 

CONNECTOR 

HIGH 

RESOLUTION 

TV 
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W)ild1s 

Moviest 

Video 

pitalog 


of the biggest and most varied video catalogs 

I ve seen. Roger Ebert, Movie Home Companion 

“The behemoth of video mail-order houses.” 

Money Magazine, February, 1988 

“The very best in the world of video madness...an 
esoteric feed for the videophile appetite.” 

Playboy Magazine, April, 1988 

“This far and away surpasses any other video 
roundup I’ve ever seen.” 

Joe Rassenfoss, Scripps Howard News Service 


CALL TOLL FREE • 24 HOURS A DAY 

800 - 523-0823 

IN PA CALL (215) 722-8398 


Imagine.having easy, instant access to the world’s largest selection of video 
movies. That’s what you’ll find when you order the giant 608 page MOVIES 
UNLIMITED CATALOG. They’re all here: classics from the 30's, 40’s and 50’s - 
ama^rig array of foreign films - incredible rarities and cult collectibles - hun¬ 
dreds and hundreds of your favorite musicals - Saturday matinee “B” westerns 
and serials - Hollywood’s newest video releases - 1,000’s and 1,000’s of titles in 
• every imaginable category. Each title is fully described. Nobody has more — 
- nobody even comes close! 


AC plus $2 

Catalog'|ee refunded with Isf ©rder. 


Mention this ad and 


receive periodic updates 
absolutely free! 


Order with confidence from one of America’s oldest and most reliable home 
video services. There’s no membership fee, no minimum, no obligation to buy. 
Plus, we’ll refund your catalog fee with your very first purchase! Call today or 
mail in the handy order form below. 


m « 1 Mall to: Movies Unlimited, inc., 6736 Castor Ave., Phiiadeiphia, PA 19149 

Ivwi Please send me the World’s Moviest Video Catalog plus periodic 
updates for $9.95 ($7.95 plus $2 shipping and handling). 

NOTE: Foreign orders send $29.95 ($7.95 pius $22 shipping/handling). xtTiiIIl'frtTnnTr: -,, ® 

b Payment enclosed: cash, check or money order UNLIMITED H 

p Please bill my: □ Visa QMC OAm.Ex. eoo-523-o823 mfliM-rzMBgs 

Acrt# Fxp 

\m 1 Mail to: Movies Uniimited, Inc., 6736 Castor Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19149 

1W WI Please send me the World’s Moviest Video Catalog plus periodic 
updates tor $9.95 ($7.95 plus $2 shipping and handling). 

NOTE: Foreign orders send $29.95 ($795 plus $22 shipping/handling). uitttittt-,-- ■ 

□ Payment enclosed: cash, check or money order , ^^y|®SUMJMlIED; 

□ Please bill my: □ Visa DMC OAm.Ex. 800-523-Ma«l^^M 

Annt# Fxp. 

Name 

Name , . 

AHrlrPQQ 

Arlrlros.a . ^ 



<;innatMre 

fiinnatiirp 

,.z_, Charoe orders will not be shipped without it. 

; Ivl^ 

^ Charge orders will not be shipped wdhoud 























Front Row Center. No crowds. No traffic. No standing in line. Tonight and every night, 
the best seats in the house are right here. In front of the Pioneer CLD-3030 combination 
CD/CDV/LaserDisc™ player. 

Simply put, LaserDisc players deliver the best picture and sound you can get. The 
CLD-3030 plays both audio CD's and video laser discs, in all sizes. It also offers you eight 
different modes to produce spectacular digital video special effects. And choose from a 
catalog of laser discs ranging from movies to jazz to operas to encyclopedias. All backed 
by 18 years spent perfecting LaserDisc technology. 

Whether it's audio, video or both, the new line of Pioneer LaserDisc players is the 
only home entertainment source worth staying home for 








We Bring The Revolution Home. 


STATE OF THE ART 

TECHNICALLY 

SPEAKING 


The future of digital video 


BY RODERICK WOODCOCK 

Have you bought a DAT recorder yet? If 
so, you’re one of the few U.S. consumers 
who has been able to. While playback- 
only units for automobile installation 
are not that rare, digital audio tape re¬ 
corders are scarce and available only 
from gray-market (unauthorized by the 
manufacturers) importers or from 
professional audio dealers who cater to 
the recording industry. Ironically, the 
leaders in the lobbying battle against the 
technology come from within the music 
world. 

The Recording Industry Association 
of America (RIAA) doesn’t want you to 
be able to buy a DAT recorder. The re¬ 
cord companies are afraid that if mil¬ 
lions of DAT players become available, 
sales of compact discs will suffer. After 
all, they reason, people will shun $15 
CDs in favor of illicit $5 DAT copies 
made by friends. 

What does DAT have to do with 
video? If you were to take apart a DAT 
machine you might be surprised by its 
internal resemblance, on a smaller scale, 
to a VCR; it, too, uses helical scan re¬ 
cording with rotating heads to attain the 
high writing speed needed to record dig¬ 
ital audio. (When we say DAT we mean 
RDAT, in which the R stands for rotary 
heads. There is also SDAT with station¬ 
ary heads and fast-moving tape. SDAT 
technology is nearly complete, but the 
RIAA fight and lukewarm public re¬ 
sponse will probably keep it from pro¬ 
duction.) 

DAT recorders have been available 
in Japan and parts of Europe for about a 
year and a half, and should have 
reached U.S. stores in quantity more 
than a year ago. But so far no manufac¬ 
turer has been willing to risk the litigious 
wrath of the anti-copying lobby by trying 
to sell them here. 

The DAT issue may just be the tip of 
the iceberg for videophiles. After all, if 
the RIAA’s lawsuits and political ptes- 
sure keep DAT recorders out of stores, 
what chance will we have of buying digi¬ 
tal video recorders when they become 


available? Is it likely the movie studios 
will let the Japanese introduce a con¬ 
sumer digital VCR with the ability to 
make generation after generation of vir¬ 
tually perfect copies? 

Don’t be confused by the current 
crop of digital-effects VCRs that now fill 
dealers’ shelves. While machines like 
JVC’s HR-S8000U and Toshiba’s SV- 
970 use varying numbers of DRAM (dy¬ 
namic random access memory) chips to 
deliver such special effects as picture-in¬ 
picture, multi-screen, strobe, mosaic 
and solarization, the video is still re¬ 
corded as an old-fashioned analog sig¬ 
nal. But true all-digital VTRs have been 
available to broadcast professionals for 
more than a year. Sony’s DVR-1000, 
using 19 mm (3/4-inch) videotape in 
cassettes, was the first; it costs in excess 
of $100,000. There are even two accept¬ 
ed formats — composite and component. 

Still, the history of home video has 
demonstrated again and again that fea¬ 
tures developed for video professionals 
eventually trickle down to home users. 
Indeed, the basic research and develop¬ 
ment on a true digital videotape re¬ 
corder for the home are already under 
way in Japan. Toshiba already has one 
that should be consumer-priced within 
five years. Unfortunately, and in spite of 
the bad example set by the VCR format 
wars, a similar struggle may be emerging 
in the digital video arena. 


At Sony, research is progressing on 
an all-digital VCR based on the 8mm 
videocassette. Sony engineers have al¬ 
ready demonstrated prototypes of 8mm 
VCRs employing “adaptive range cod¬ 
ing” (ARC), a method of squeezing and 
compressing the full NTSC bandwidth 
into a digital signal that can be recotded 
on tape. Since it uses metal particle 
tape, 8mm is more “digital-ready” than 
VHS, due to MP tape’s higher coercivity 
and retentivity. Oxide-based VHS 
tape —even the finer-grained tape used 
for Super VHS —just doesn’t offer the 
performance specifications needed for 
digital recording. 

There is, however, a cousin of VHS 
that uses metal particle tape. It’s called 
M-II, and its similarity to a standard 
VHS cassette is so striking that you 
have to look very closely to see how the 
two differ. The M-II cassette was de¬ 
signed by Matsushita to use a lot of exis¬ 
ting VHS components, including the 
tape reels and reel locks. But you can’t 
put an M-II cassette into a VHS ma¬ 
chine. 

M-II equipment is now being used 
by NBC as a replacement for the one- 
inch Type C VTRs that broadcasters 
have been using for the last ten years or 
so. M-Il is Panasonic’s answer to Be- 
tacam, another professional-quality for¬ 
mat that Sony built around the Betamax 
cassette. ABC, CBS and the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) all use 
Betacam. In the five years it’s been 
available, Betacam has become a broad¬ 
cast industry standard, an ironic success 


Sony's DVR-1000, a 
$100,000 professional 
machine, records all- 
digital video signals on 
3/4-inch tape. 
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considering the consumer Beta format’s 
futile battle against VHS. 

In professional circles, M-II —de¬ 
rived from VHS — is the upstart minor¬ 
ity format. But Sony is furthering the 
irony by backing away from Beta in fa¬ 
vor of 8mm as the cassette of choice for 
its all-digital VCR. Meanwhile, the M-II 
cassette is likely to become the digital 
standard-bearer from JVC, Panasonic 
and their buddies, for both professionals 
and consumers alike. 

I favor the half-inch format over the 
8mm. Compression technology notwith¬ 
standing, a larger tape surface will hold 
more data than a smaller one and will 
f offer better protection from dropouts 

and other anomalies that could degrade 
' the signal. 

Still, there’s no doubt that a digital 
VCR—based on 8mm or M-II —will ap¬ 
pear in the future. The Japanese, who 
are more quality-conscious than U.S. 



TECH TIPS 


Battery screening 

Get yourself a battery tester. This little 
device is amazingly useful to anyone 
who owns a lot of remote controls and 
other battery-operated devices. When 
you find a wireless remote or some other 
appliance is acting wimpy, you won’t 
need to wait in suspense to see if it’s a 
breakdown or a battery problem —just 
pop the batteries into the tester and 
you’ll know instantly if weak batteries 
are the culprit. A good tester should 
have a meter with at least three indica- 
I tors—“replace,” “borderline” and 
“good,” or words to that effect —and 
should handle AA, AAA, C, D, and 
nine-volt cells. Expect to pay roughly 
$10 at Radio Shack or other places 
where electronic accessories are sold. 


Timeshifting radio 

You can use your VCR to record radio 
programs when you are not home. Feed 
the output of an FM tuner or receiver 
into the audio inputs of the VCR. Set 
the VCR’s audio mode switch to either 
the simulcast position or the aux/ext/ 
line-audio position (the labeling of the 
latter varies). Remember, you want the 
VCR to record from its audio inputs, not 
from its own internal video tuner. Set 
the tuner/timer for the start and stop 
times. Set the radio to the correct sta¬ 
tion. Make sure the radio source is 
switched on (or connected to an AC 
timer of its own set in tandem with the 
VCR timer). And, of course, leave a 
tape in the VCR. 


consumers, will invent and market the 
thing even if they can’t sell it in some 
overseas markets. The Japanese are 
plowing, full steam ahead, into extend¬ 
ed-definition and high-definition TV, 
and digital video fits into the plan. 

But if we can’t have DAT stateside, 
what chance do we have of ever getting 
a digital VCR for the home? Not every¬ 
one may want or need the quality of¬ 


fered by an all-digital deck. And, let’s 
face it, consumers haven’t been break¬ 
ing down the doors to buy Super VHS 
equipment, despite the vast improve¬ 
ment it offers over standard VHS. But if 
you believe you have the right to own a 
digital deck, take a moment to reflect on 
the issues involved in the DAT fracas. 
And be prepared to write to your Con- 
gressperson. ■ 
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STATE OF THE ART 


AUDIO INPUT 


Proton's protean little box 


BY IVAN BERGER 

Except for an audio input jack labelled 
“video” —an ordinary high-level input 
suitable for almost any audio source ex¬ 
cept a turntable — the Proton AI-3000 
has nothing whatsoever to do with vid¬ 
eo. But on a unit that has an FM/AM 
tuner, a cassette deck and a CD player 
built in, what else would you need be¬ 
sides video sound? That’s why Proton 
calls it “The System.” 


and ready to be turned on by remote 
control. Other CD and tape controls 
lurk behind a flip-down panel. These are 
either set-and-forget items, like the tone 
and balance controls, or functions used 
;e in a while, like the tape-recording 
controls and the CD track-programming 
button. 

Actually, you can manage very well 
with just 24 control buttons — those on 
the remote control, which is divided hy 
red lines into four areas. The buttons in 
the top section turn the system on and 


it shows the frequency and preset num¬ 
ber (if any) of the station —AM or 
FM —to which you’re tuned, and 
whether the signal is stereo or not. 
When the cassette deck operates, the 
display indicates in which direction the 
tape is moving (in decent light you can 
also see it move) and the signal level — 
recording or playback — of the tape. 

The AI-3000’s performance is as 
good as its ergonomics. The tuner, for 
example, is sensitive enough to pick up 
all the stations I normally listen to on a 
high-priced tuner, and does a reasonable 
job of rejecting multipath interference 
(radio’s version of ghosts) and noise 
from my nearby computer. It has eight 
presets each for FM and AM stations. 



Home Boom; 

The Proton AI-3000 in¬ 
tegrates everything but 
a turntable into a com¬ 
pact remote-controlled 
audio system. 

Despite the all-encompassing name, 
the basic unit measures only 16-1/2 x 
14-5/8 X 6-1/2 inches; each two-way 
speaker is 11-1/4 x 8-3/8 x 8-1/2. This is 
not the first product I’ve seen with such 
a combination of sound sources, but it’s 
by far the most compact and unobtru¬ 
sive. 

The System looks less complex than 
it is, largely because the 46 controls are 
grouped logically. All of the cassette 
function controls are adjacent to the 
cassette hopper; the main tuner controls 
next to the station frequency display; 
and the primary CD controls next 
to the CD loading drawer. At the bot¬ 
tom right are the large volume knob, a 
button to select a sound source (CD, 
tuner, video, phono) and a standby light 
which indicates the unit is plugged in 


Ivan Berger is Technical Editor of Audio 
Magazine and co-author of The New 
Sound of Stereo (Plume). 


select sources (separate but- 
control each — an improve¬ 
ment on the main panel), raise 
and lower volume and mute the 
system’s output (the one control that’s 
not on the main unit). The next section, 
for the CD, has buttons to change 
tracks, pause, stop, play and activate the 
repeat function. The tape section fol¬ 
lows, with buttons for pause, stop, fast- 
wind and direction of play. The tuner 
section at the bottom has an FM/AM 
switch, plus buttons for scanning up and 
down through the preset station memo¬ 
ries. The only common actions you can’t 
perform by remote are recording on the 
cassette deck and opening or closing the 
cassette and CD compartments. 

The remote itself is nicely designed. 
It has rounded, rubberized edges for an 
easy grip, undercut edges so you can 
pick it up easily, a rounded heel to en¬ 
sure you’ll never forget which is the 
business end and a head that’s bent so 
you can hold your wrist at a normal an¬ 
gle when you use it. 

An LCD display shows whatever you 
need to know in any operating mode. In 
CD mode, it shows the track and index 
numbers or elapsed time. In tuner mode, 


The CD player sounds crisp and 
clean, just as you’d expect. You can get 
to the last track on the disc by simply 
going back one track from the begin¬ 
ning, an uncommon touch. The pro¬ 
gramming facilities arc reasonable, if not 
lavish: you can program up to 20 tracks 
in any order but no track more than 
once. You can repeat the whole disc 
(but not one track) indefinitely, using ei¬ 
ther a button on the remote or one be¬ 
hind the flip-down panel section. 
Although you can’t automatically find 
an index point on a disc, few CDs have 
such points, and the display allows you 
to find them in fast-scan mode. You 
can’t hear the signal when you’re scan¬ 
ning a disc, but the display can be 
switched to show time elapsed since the 
track’s beginning, which helps you lo¬ 
cate specific passages. Unfortunately, 
the transit screws for the CD transport 
are of the “removc-and-lose” rather 
than the captive type, and you can’t 
open the drawer to set up a disc while 
you’re listening to another source. 

The tape deck’s auto-reverse mecha¬ 
nism can be set to play or record one 
side and stop, play or record both sides 
and stop or play both sides indefinitely. 
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(That last mode is play only, so you can’t 
accidentally erase something you’d re¬ 
corded earlier.) The recording level con¬ 
trols are manual, which requires some 
attention, but they can give better re¬ 
sults than automatic level controls do. 
There’s a microphone input (a feature 
usually left out of today’s tape decks) 
with a knob that lets you mix your voice 
with music from the other sources. Un¬ 
fortunately, you can’t start recording or 
control recording level by remote. And I 
wish The System locked in your source 
and station settings when recording, as 
VCRs do. 

The amp and preamp sections also 
show intelligence. The amp section de¬ 
livers 22 real watts per channel and can 
handle 44-watt peaks with aplomb. 
That’s enough power for reasonably loud 
playback with most speakers, including 
the ones supplied. If you need more, the 
AI-3000’s preamp outputs can be used 
to feed a bigger amp, though I suspect 
they’d be used more often to feed a sec¬ 
ond amp in another room. The standard 
knob volume control, motor-driven for 
remote control, gives cleaner sound and 
a nicer feel than the up/down button 



TECH TIPS 


Preserving headphones 

When headphones are part of your au¬ 
dio/video system, it’s tempting to leave 
them plugged in all the time. This is not 
a good idea. If your speakers are not very 
efficient, you may habitually play them 
at a higher volume level than you do 
with the headphones. The result is that 
the headphones get big, repeated doses 
of high-volume abuse. Sooner or later a 
booming bass note or some other loud 
transient sound will send them to an 
early grave. Unplug your headphones 
when they are not in use. 


Calling all tipsters 

Do you know something we don’t about 
VCRs, TVs, camcorders and other 
home video equipment? We’ll share it 
with our readers if you share it with us as 
a “Tech Tip.” We’ll also give you credit 
and a $25 bounty for each tip we pub¬ 
lish. Tips should be informative and to 
the point. Please include your name, ad¬ 
dress and phone number —and a self-ad¬ 
dressed, stamped envelope if you wish 
your submission returned. Send submis¬ 
sions to Tech Tips, Video Magazine, 460 
West 34 Street, New York, NY 10001. 


controls used in some remotely operated 
components. The bass and treble con¬ 
trols are deliberately limited to + /- 9 dB 
of adjustment for finer control than the 
usual + /- 12 dB bass and treble knobs 
provide. 

The $1,249 price includes a pair of 
Proton’s AL-200A black, two-way, air- 
suspension speakers. Placed against my 
wall, they sounded a bit over-warm 
(which is how most people seem to like 


them), but turning up the bass a bit and 
the treble a bit more made them sound 
fine to my ears, and 1 suspect that 
mounting them on stands a few feet 
from the walls would do that, too. The 
manual is clearly written and full of 
good advice. 

The Proton AI-3000 fills a unique 
niche. Nothing else on the market puts 
so much performance into so little space 
so inconspicuously. ■ 


ADVERTISEMENT 


THE FUTURE 


belongs to the dreamers ... 


Here we are.. .Video — the great 
communicator in sight and sound is 
trapped in domestic affairs. We can 
swap audio tapes, records, com¬ 
pact discs, even computer informa¬ 
tion around the globe, but the 
internationalization of television 
and video is still ignored by the 
mass manufacturers. 

Fortunately, there is one Ameri¬ 
can company that had the vision to 
invent video equipment that offers 
a choice to those who want to ex¬ 
pand their universe beyond Ameri¬ 
can borders. 

“We make VCRs that can trans¬ 
form couch potatoes into cosmo¬ 
politan individuals...” as I.R. 
founder Chuck Azar puts it. 

It needs a healthy dose of 
dreamer-entrepreneur-can-do- 
enthusiasm to invent, manufacture 
and market VCRs that are not for 
everyone... but then, don’t most 
outstanding products start with an 
ambitious idea? 

Today, Azar’s philosophy has 
paid off. I.R.’s customer list reads 


like the Fortune 500 Club, even in¬ 
cluding the WHITE HOUSE; 
mostly because his dream ma¬ 
chines are affordable, yet have all 
the advanced technology you 
would expect from any high-class 
VCR, such as multispeeds, VHS 
HIFI, RGB color. Super VHS. 



Image Translator™ VCRs oper¬ 
ate just like regular NTSC VCRs, 
with one difference: you can play 
and record in all 16 world stand¬ 
ards, anywhere in the world on 
most TV sets, in PAL, SECAM or 
NTSC. I.R.’s newest achievement 
is a low-cost Standards Converter 
enabling you to actually make cop¬ 
ies from PAL or SECAM tapes to 
NTSC or vice versa. 


More information at: Instant 
Replay Inc., 2951 S. Bayshore 
Drive, Miami, FL33133, ph. (305) 
448-7088, fax (305) 445-1998. 
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Firsi-Time Lucky: Sony enters the VHS fray with the function-loaded SLV-70HF VCR. Special editing controls are on the machine’s right. 


Sony VHS VCR 

Sony is one of the most innovative and 
prolific companies in consumer video. It 
has kept Beta technology ahead of VHS 
and S'VHS. It has mounted a growing 
challenge to VHS-C with its 8mm cam¬ 
corders. And it has become a strong 
competitor in the laser field with its first 
two U.S. offerings. Now Sony has pro¬ 


Sony 
SLV-70HF 
VHS VCR 



DATA 


Dimensions (h/w/d): 
3-3/4 x 15-1/4 X 13-5/8 


Video Heads; 

4 

Fiying Erase Head: 


Speciai Digital Play¬ 
back Options; 

picture-in-picture, 


duced its first VHS VCR, the SLV- 
70HF, and it’s among the best such 
decks available. 

The SLV-70HF is a couch potato’s 
dream, with one of the largest sets of au¬ 
tomatic functions we’ve seen on any 
VCR—play/rewind/power off, go to 
zero/stop, go to zero/play, rewind/power 
off, rewind/eject/power off, rewind/play 
and rewind/timer record on. Three but¬ 
tons on the remote call up the automat¬ 
ic menu, select the function and 
execute. The remote also controls cue/ 


for power, TVATR, 
clock set, memory, 
transmit, 10-digit key¬ 
pad, enter, input select, 
record mode, edit moni¬ 
tor, timer display, audio 
monitor, counter reset, 
channel +, channel -, 
index, data screen, 
slow -, slow +, pause, 
record (2 buttons), 
frame advance, x2, 
play, search reverse 
(locking), rewind 
(search), fast forward 
(search), search for¬ 
ward (locking), stop, 
PinP, shift, TV scan, 
digital off, auto menu, 
select, execute, timer 
check, clear, and timer 
record on/off 


Search; 

separate locking but¬ 
tons on remote—7x, 
SP; 21x, EP 

Cue & Review: 

using FF or rew but¬ 
tons on VCR or 
remote—7x, SP; 21 x, 
EP 

Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 

5-3/4 min. for T-120 


Remote; 

IR wireless with a 
switch for VTR lAH'R 
2/VTR 3 commands, an 
LCD display for clock 
and timer display; +/- 
rockers for day, turn on 
hours and minutes, turn 
off hours and minutes, 
and channel; buttons 


Counter Memory: 
return to zero and stop 
or play 


review and locking search, hi-directional 
index search for up to 20 marks with 
mark and erase, picture-in-picture with 
four-quadrant inset shift, direct access 
tuning and timer programming. 

The remote’s timer-setting system is 
easy to use, with an LCD screen that has 
separate displays for day, turn on hours 
and minutes, turn off hours and minutes 
and channel. Separate rockers adjust 
each setting and the date indicator 
changes with the day for confirmation. 
The transmit button sends the informa- 


Program Start 
Locator/Index/Cue: 

index search and scan 

Auto Functions: 

play/rewind/off, go to 
zero/off, go to zero/ 
play, rewind/off, rewind/ 
ejecl/off, rewind/play, 
rewind/timer record 


Channel Selectors; 

up/down scan on VCR, 
scan and direct access 
on remote 

Preset Method; 

select channel number, 
set channel plus add 


Broadcast Tuning 
Range; 

2 to 13, 14 to 69 

Cable Tuning Range: 
2 to 13, A-8, A-5 to 
A-1, AtoW 


Other Features; 

MTS stereo, SAP, auto 
channel-change, sepa¬ 
rate eject 


Accessories: 
remote control with bat¬ 
teries, video cable, 
audio cable, 75-ohm 
anienna cable, 300- to 
75-ohm adapter 
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VIDEOTEST NUMBER 473 



tion to tne VCK, and the remote can 
memorize four program entries for trans¬ 
mission later. Each timed recording has 
a three-second graphic display at the be¬ 
ginning with time, day, date, channel 
and speed information. A data screen 
may be called up during record or play 
with speed, tape remaining, counter and 
index search information. 

The SLV-70HF has one of the best 
selections of editing functions on any 
VHS VCR, including a flying erase 
head, insert editing, front and rear panel 
line inputs, line (no graphics for record- 
continued on page 101 


S/N, Video Lumi¬ 
nance, Unweighted; 

46.3 dB, SP- 42.5 dB, 


S/N, Video Lumi¬ 
nance, Vlfeighted: 
50.5 dB, SP; 48.5 dl 


EP 

Audio Frequency 
Response: 

hi-fi-20 Hz-20 kHz, 
■t0.8/-0.7 dB; iinear (-3 
dB)-160 Hz-10 kHz, 
SP; 200 Hz-6.3 kHz, 


Audio Distortion; 
hi-fi-0.3%, 
linear—1.1% 


Magnavox VHS 
camcorder with 
image stabilization 

We were so impressed by the smooth¬ 
ness that image stabilization brought to 
the Panasonic PV-460 (“Videotests,” 
Oct. ’88) that we decided to test one of 
the competing brands with that feature. 
We chose the Magnavox CVJ360AV01, 
which is packaged as a similar system in 
a hard case. We found few differences, 
except for cosmetic ones, and we con¬ 
tinue to be amazed by the quantity of 
shake the electro/mechanical compen¬ 
sation system removes. 

The heart of the system is a set of 
horizontal and vertical movement sen¬ 
sors coupled to horizontal and vertical 
motors that move the entire lens and 
image sensor unit in the direction oppo¬ 
site to which the camcorder is moving. 
The system, called automatic image sta¬ 
bilization (AIS), removes about 80 per¬ 
cent of unintentional camera move- 

Other major features include a high¬ 
speed shutter with four speeds up to 
1/1000-second, a flying erase head for 
clean transitions and insert edits, two- 


zone autofocus, backlight control, hold¬ 
down auto fade and a lOx zoom. 

Description. The CVJ360 is 
slightly longer than most VHS cam¬ 
corders because the lens and hood are 
completely covered by a cowl with a 
glass faceplate. Manual focusing is ac¬ 
complished with a knob that protrudes 
from the left side of the cowl, and there 
is no manual zoom. Just behind the 
manual focus knob is a column of but¬ 
tons for backlight control (BLC), fade 
and AIS lock. Behind them, in three 
rows, are spring-loaded sliders for high 
speed shutter, macro and AIS pan/full 
on; slide switches for auto/manual focus 
and indoor/auto/outdoor white balance, 
and a button for switching the autofocus 
zone between point and full. Above this 
area is the jack for the electronic view¬ 
finder and below is a row of buttons for 
record review, index, counter display/ 
memoryAap time, counter reset, clock 
set, clock select and date/time imprin¬ 
ter. The remainder of the left side is bare 
but for a pad where your cheek touches 
the camcorder. 

The viewfinder sits on the top above 
the control area and swivels forward for 
carrying or storage or extends over the 
left side for shooting. It slides out anoth¬ 
er two inches for left-eye viewing. The 
viewing head swings up or down for 
high- or low-angle shooting and the rub- 
continued on page 104 
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Another for at 


At Time-Life, that’s just thei 


Go ahead—take us up on a great 
deal when you join. 

Start by picking any 5 movies for just 994 
each plus shipping and handling. It’s a 
good deal. Of course, if you want to make 
a good deal even better go ahead and 
take your first Club Selection now—you’ll 
save at least 50% (and as much as 85%) 
off our regular prices—and you’ll have less 
to buy later. Plus, you’ll be entitled to your 
6th 99't movie.That’s 7 movies for less 
than the price of one—a great deal! 

And the savings keep piling up 
for as long as you’re a member. 
Because we’ve taken a hard-line on pric¬ 
ing, you’ll be able to afford to build a 
collection of your favorite comedies, 
action-adventures and classics. More 
than two-thirds of our Club selections 
are priced below $30.00. 

We offer immediate discounts on all 
high-priced new releases. All movies—no 
exceptions—with a list price of $59.95 and 
up are discounted by at least 10% and often 
20%—even as much as 50%. 


Three Men and a Baby, for example, is 
currently list priced at $89.95, but our Club 
members pay $69.95 and save $20.00. 

When the movie studios eventually drop 
their movie prices to $29.95 and $19.95, 
we do too—immediately. So you’ll never 
experience a lag. Over and above our 
regular discounts, we hold a “movie sale” 
in eoery mailing. 

Membership is easy. Give us a try 
and see for yourseif. 

About once a month (up to 13 times a year), 
you’ll receive our colorful Club Catalog, 
featuring an exclusive column by People 
magazine movie critic, Peter Travers.The 
Catalog highlights the Video Main Selection 
as well as over 400 alternates to choose 
from. In addition, twice a year you’ll receive 
our Movie Directory of over 1,100 titles, for 
a total of up to 15 buying opportunities. 

If you wish to receive the Video Main 
Selection you need do nothing—it will be 
sent automatically. If you prefer an alterna¬ 
tive selection or none at all, fill in the 
response card always provided and mail it 


by the date specified. You will always have 
10 days to make your decision. Should you 
ever receive a tape without having had 10 
days, you may return it at our expense. 

The tapes you order will be billed at 
regular Club prices—currently $19.95 to 
$79.95 plus shipping and handling. If you 
wish to continue as a member after 
completing your enrollment agreement 
(by purchasing 6 movies in the next three 
years) you’ll be automatically eligible for 
the Club’s money-saving "buy one—get 
one for half-price” Bonus Plan. 

10-Day Risk-Free Itial. 

We’ll send complete details of the Club’s 
operation with your introductory shipment 
If you’re not completely satisfied for any 
reason, return everything within 10 days 
for a full refund and no further obligation. 

For faster service, use your 
credit card and call toll-free: 

1-800-255-VIDEO. 

(In PA, call collect: 717-697-6535.) 


PEOPLE WEEKLY is a registered trademark ofTime Incorporatet 
















































































6 movies for 99^ each? 



THE MORNHW AFTER 


T0RA!T0RA!T0B« 


6REYST0KE:THE LEGEND 


655626 Z0RBATHE6H 


AMERICAN GRAFFITI 


LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS (1M6) 5( 


THE QUEST FOR PEJ 


ACTION JACKSON 


FRANKENSTEIN 


THE MAN WITH THE 


ON HER MAJESTY'S 


TENDER MERCIES 


POLICE ACADEMY 5 


HOUSE ON CARROLL STREET 


THE WHALES OF AUGUST 


_ THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 


IDY SNATCHERS (1978) 


ON GOLDEN POND 


least 50% 

(Plus shipping and handling with membership.) 

beginning of your savings. 


HOW TO GET A 6TH 
99« MOVIE AND ANOTHER 
FOR AT LEAST 507* OFF... 

and have less to buy later. You may 
order your first Club Selection now for 
just $9.95 (plus $2.00 shipping and 
handling).That’s 50% to 85% off our 
regular prices. You then need buy only 
5 movies (instead of 6) in the next 
three years. What’s more, this discount 
purchase entitles you to your 6th 
movie for OOt (plus $1.25 shipping and 
handling). Add it up: 7 movies—one 
great deal! 


HOME^VIDEO 


Start Saving Here: 

TIME-LIFE HOME VIDEO CLUB, P.O.Box 8520, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8520 
□ YES, enroll me in the Time-Life Home Video Club under the terms outlined in this advertiser 
i agree to buy 6 movies at r^ular Club prices in the 
Check one: □ VHS □ BETA 
Send me these 5 movies for 99« each plus $1.25 
each shipping and handling. (Total: $11.20.) 


and handling and my first Club Se- 

plus $2.00 shipping and handling.That's $h 
which I'm adding to my $11.20 payment I nppt 


# 


# 



i: DVISA □ MasterCard DAme 
-Exp. Date- 


. .^TE: Time-Life Home Video Club res 
^^Ofler limited to continental U.’S. (excluc 
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Wrap the Action Around You 

With Radio Shack’s Surround Sound Ampiifier 



Now you can bring the “movie theater’’ expe¬ 
rience home to your living room. Dolby Sur¬ 
round motion picture stereo wraps you with 
thrilling audio realism that—until now—you’ve 
heard only at the movies. 

Jets seem to thunder overhead and behind 
you. The roar of the crowd is everywhere. 
Soundtrack music takes on a lifelike ambience 
that dramatically “expands” your viewing 
room. This 3-dimensional sound will make you 
think you’re in the middle of the action. Movies 
sound like movies. 

Radio Shack’s Dolby* Stereo Surround 
Sound Amplifier decodes the rear channel 
available on video tapes, laser video discs and 
stereo-TV programming—movies, music vid¬ 
eos and sports. It will also convert any mon¬ 
aural audio input to high-quality simulated 
stereo. This versatile component is the perfect 
addition to your video system. 


Setup is quick and easy. Just connect front 
and rear speaker pairs to the amplifier, and con¬ 
nect the decoder to your audio source. Or, use 
your existing stereo system for the front 
channel—a “BTL” switch on the amplifier then 
lets you double the rear-channel power output 
from five watts to 10. There are selectable in¬ 
puts for three audio sources. Front/rear and 
left/right balance controls adjust the surround 
effect to suit your room acoustics and speaker 
placement. 

Come in and we’ll wrap the action around you 
with a demonstration of our affordable Sur¬ 
round Sound Amplifier. Ask for #15-1279. Only 
$129.95, or as low as $15 monthly★. 

Radio/haek 

The Technology Store 

A DIVISION OF TANDY CORPORATION 


*TM Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corp. Price applies at participating Radio Shack stores and dealers. 
• Radio Shack ValuePlus' revolving credit. Actual payment may vary depending upon account balance. 
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Hama editing 
controller and 
character generator 

When home movies on film first became 
fashionable it was okay to show friends 
unedited footage because the novelty 
was so exciting. By 1960, however, it was 
considered discourteous to subject 
friends to endless films of backyard bar¬ 
becues. Today the same change is taking 
place in video. The novelty of videotape 
is wearing off and friends are expecting a 
touch of polish on your productions. It’s 
time to learn how to edit. 

You can do basic editing with just a 
camcorder and a VCR, but it is tedious. 
A few editing controllers can relieve 
some of the drudgery but most have 
some compatibility limitations. Charac- 


Cut and Paste; 

Hama’s VideoCut 21 
editing controiier mem¬ 
orizes up to 100 edit 
points and uses an 
LCD to display editing 
functions and VCR 
status. 


ter generators also promise to add a bit 
of pizzazz to home videos, but their titles 
often look amateurish. Two new acces¬ 
sories from Hama, the VideoCut 21 and 
the VideoScript 51, offer plenty of fea¬ 
tures to make your tapes look more pro¬ 
fessional. 

You may have seen these products 
advertised as the VideoCut 20 and the 
VideoScript 50. Don’t be confused. The 
one at the end of each model number 
indicates that each device is adapted for 
NTSC rather than PAL. Just be sure to 
check the serial number label before you 
leave the store. It should include the let¬ 
ters “NTSC.” 

VIDEOCUT 21 

Description. The Hama VideoCut 
21 is compatible with about 200 VCR 
models of more than 30 brands in differ¬ 
ent formats. Cables connect it to five- 
pin 8mm remote or VHS auxiliary jacks. 
It can also be connected to a remote in¬ 
frared signal emitter. The VideoCut 
takes over all motion functions for such 
machines. It even pre-rolls the VCRs to 
get precise edit points. If the recorder 
has a flying erase head the edit points 
are nearly invisible. For other recorders 
the VideoCut only controls run and 
pause functions using a supplied cable 
with two make/break circuits. 

The top of the VideoCut bends for¬ 
ward to make the display more visible. 

The display gives information on sys¬ 
tem codes for interfacing machines, 
editing and operation modes, 
times, cursor indicators and a 
variety of other functions. 
Edit points are accurate 
to within one frame. 
The top of the opera¬ 
ting panel has but¬ 
tons for system 
code, setup time, 
load program, 
clear mem¬ 
ory, save 



Roll ’Em: Hama’s VideoScript 51 titier can be used in 
tandem with the VideoCut 21 controiier. 


program, direct copy and direct record. 
The next three rows have buttons for in¬ 
sert record, insert memory, time code, 
user, player, recorder, both, preview, per¬ 
form and break, display in program, dis¬ 
play out program, counter reset, edit in, 
-f , - and edit out. 

There are also controls for program, 
aux 1, aux 2, clear, delete, insert, 
change, copy, trick, + 10, -1, -I-1, -10, se¬ 
lect, enter, program aux 1, program aux 
2, program cut in/cut out, slow motion, 
pause, single step, rewind, play, fast for¬ 
ward and stop. Functions like slow and 
single step are available only if the 
VCRs in use have them. 

Operation. The memory holds 100 
addresses; that is, in and out points for 
50 scenes. Scenes can be cut together 
with special effects such as slow motion 
and still frame. You can preview the re¬ 
sults before making a final copy and 
rearrange cut points without re-editing 
the whole program. A battery backup 
retains your instructions in memory and 
you can save them on an audiocassette. 
This is particularly useful if you want to 
make tapes longer than 50 scenes or a 
second copy later without going to an¬ 
other generation. 

The 49-button keyboard is easy to 
use, but it takes some time to learn the 
full range of options. The display makes 
it easy to keep track of where you are 
but you should write down the in point 
and out point of each scene, especially if 
the source material is on different tapes. 

The VideoCut 21 (unlike Hama’s 
previous VideoCut 11) comes with an 
external VITC time-code generator 
which may be installed between sepa¬ 
rate VHS cameras and recorders. While 
you’re recording, it permanently num¬ 
bers each frame with a unique code in 
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the vertical interval, making addressing 
simpler. The system code normally tells 
the VideoCut how specific machines be¬ 
have and corrects for slippage in the edit 
phase. 

Performance. The VideoCut 21 
has a bandpass of at least 10 megahertz, 
equivalent to 800 lines of horizontal res¬ 
olution. The video signal-to-noise ratio 
is 48.7 decibels while chroma AM S/N is 
54.7 dB and chroma PM S/N is 61.6 dB. 


Hama 

VideoScript 51 

VideoCut 21 and 

Suggested Price; 

$1,050 

VideoScript 51 

Weight; 

2 pounds 


Dimensions (h/w/d); 

1-1/2 X 15-7/8 X 8-1/8 
inches 

DATA 

Power Requirements; 

VideoCut 21 

12 VDC 

Suggested Price; 

Power Consumption; 

$2,350 

6 W approx. 

Weight; 

Microprocessor; 

2.2 pounds 

65SCXX 

Dimensions (h/w/d); 
1-lfi X 6-3/4 X 13 
inches 

Graphics Processor; 

: semi-custom IC 

Power Requirements; 
12 VDC 

ROM; 

64 kilobytes 

Power Consumption; 

6 W approx. 

User Memory; 

14 kilobytes—72 lines 
of 28 characters 

Microprocessor; 

65SCXX 

Video Input; 

ROM; 

1—nominal 1 Vp-p, 

32 kiiobytes 

BNC connector 

User Memory; 

2 kilobytes 

Video Output; 

1—nominal 1 Vp-p, 

BNC connector 

Video Input; 

1—nominal 1 Vp-p, 

Other Jacks; 

BNC connector 

12 VDC concentric, and 

Video Output; 

miniplug for TK 

1— nominal 1 Vp-p, 
BNC connector 

RESULTS 

Other Jacks; 

Horiz. Resolution; 

12 VDC concentric, 2 

800 lines, both units 

7-pin DIN minijacks for 

Snowiness; S/N, 

recorder and player , 

Luminance; 

control, 1 4-pin DIN 

48.7 dB, VideoCur, 48.3 

minijack for optional 
switches, 2 RCA-type 

dB, VideoScript 

pin jacks for saving or 

Chroma AM S/N; 

loading programs to 

57.4 dB, VideoCut; 57.5 

cassette (memory) 

dB, VideoScript 

Accessories; 

Chroma PM S/N; 

VITC generator, cable 

61.6 dB, VideoCut; 

to insert VITC genera¬ 
tor between separate 

61.8 dB, VideoScript 

10-pin VHS cameras 
and recorders, 7-pin to 

RATINGS 

5-pin adapter cable for 

Picture Quality; 

Matsushita-built VHS 

excellent, both units 

VCRs, 5-pin to 7-pin 
cable for 8mm VCRs, 

' 4-pin to bare wire ca¬ 
ble, two IR emitters 

Operational Ease; 
good VideoCut; fair/ 
good, VideoScript 

with 7-pin connectors. 

Overall Performance; 

mounting brackets, 
velcro and a small 

very good, VideoCut; 
godd/very good, Video- 

screwdriver 

Script 


Picture degradation is minuscule, mak¬ 
ing video quality excellent. 

VIDEOSCRIPT 51 

Description. The VideoScript 51 
combines the functions of a character 
generator, a timer display and a special 
effects generator. Its bronze and gray 
segments function as a single unit. The 
power supply is external. 

The larger unit is a typewriter-style 


keyboard with the Y and Z keys inter¬ 
changed, a large number of special char¬ 
acters and rockers for up/down and left/ 
right cursor movement. Forward of the 
keyboard are three groups of buttons. 
The first includes the- recordable timer 
display (accurate to 1/100 of a second) 
with buttons for timer display, select, 
set, timer start, stop, reset, timelink and 
timestep. At the top left of the keyboard 
are buttons with indicators for lettertype 



The only wireless speaker system that 
puts stereo in every room. 


Experience the latest in wireless space-age 
technology with Recoton’s WIRELESS lOO." 
Enjoy crisp, clean sound everywhere- 
minus the static! 

Easy to install, just plug the WIRELESS 
100’s exclusive transmitter into your main 



stereo system or portable CD player and 
nearby AC outlet. Plug the companion 
speakers into any AC outlet-in your 
bedroom, kitchen, den, patio, basement- 
anywhere. Extra Recoton W101 companion 
speakers may be added to work from your 
main WIRELESS 100 system. 

So don’t restrict your stereo listening area. 
Set yourself free and move around with plug-in 
sound with Recoton’s WIRELESS 100 stereo 
speaker system. 




RECDTDN* 

WIRELESS 


STEREO SPEAKER SYSTEM 


46-23 CRANE STREET, LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101 


1-800-RECOTON 


? 

I 
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1, lettertype 2, graphic, status, help 
screen, command and listing. The third 
group has buttons for page, row, charac¬ 
ter, + 1,-1, +10, -10, left, center, right, 
delete, restore, insert, change, copy, 
clear and enter. 

Four arrow-shaped keys on the gray 
segment perform multiple functions. 
Across the top are buttons with indica¬ 
tors for wipe program, wipe on/off, mod¬ 
ify, program run and program step. In 
the next row are buttons without indica¬ 
tors for character color, background col¬ 
or, size and mask. Two rows have 
indicators for roll (up scroll), stop, crawl 
(scroll left), continue, prior, back¬ 
ground, flash and key. Two remaining 
buttons increase and decrease roll, crawl 
or wipe speed. 

Operation. Using the VideoScript 
is very easy despite the many options. 
However, getting accustomed to the 
keyboard layout takes a while, partly be¬ 
cause of the extra non-English charac¬ 
ters and the swapped Y and Z. The two 
type styles are remarkably similar except 
for height. Each is available in upper 
and lower cases in four sizes. Sizes and 
colors can be mixed on the same line, 
and you may also select the background 


color. On larger sizes, rounded or diago¬ 
nal edges look as if they’re made of 
steps. On smaller sizes they look re¬ 
markably smooth. 

Because of the help screen you 
muddle along without reading the 
ual, but you’ll learn faster if you read 
thoroughly. We might choose to 
range the keyboard, but, in general, the 
VideoScript is workable and operation 
becomes speedier once you become fa¬ 
miliar with the functions. We rate ease 
of operation as fair for beginners and 
good for more experienced users. 

Performance. Video bandpass is 
10 mHz, equivalent to about 800 lines of 
horizontal resolution. Video S/N is 48.3 
dB, chroma AM S/N is 57.5 dB and 
chroma PM S/N is 61.8 dB. There is lit¬ 
tle picture degradation. Picture quality 
is excellent. Audio does not pass 
through the unit. 

Conclusion. Progress in video ed¬ 
iting controllers is coming faster. The 
Hama VideoCut 21 is one of the best 
we’ve tested and we recommend it al¬ 
though the high $2,350 price may put a 
damper on your enthusiasm. The Video- 
Script 51, at $1,050, is more expensive 
than most of its competitors but delivers 


smooth characters, especially at the 
smaller sizes. It has a few basic wipes and 
a degree of automation for crawls and 
scrolls. It also has a fairly large memory, 
so it presents a relatively good value and 
we recommend it highly. ■ 


TECH TIP 


Artificial tab 

Once the record-protect tab has been 
removed from a videocassette, that tape 
can never be used for recording again — 
right? Wrong. You can add to or tape 
over material on a protected cassette. 
Just reverse the protection process by 
sticking a piece of masking tape over the 
hole where the tab used to be. The me¬ 
chanical sensor inside a VCR feels the 
obstruction and acts as though that cas¬ 
sette still has its tab. Make sure the tape 
is fastened securely —you don’t want it 
coming off while the cassette is in the 
machine. 



VIDEO NECESSITIES 



Now you can add 
excitement to your 
home videotapes with 
narration and music. 

SoundMixer. . .The complete, easy-to-use Video Tape Audio Mixer 

Customizing your video produc- the transter as often as you like. A 
tions in a professional manner high fidelity omni-directional micro- 

couldn't be simpler, or more fun. phone is included, as well as all 

Our video SoundMixer lets you the necessary cables to allow 

add background music and/or music input from any tape deck or 

voice to any copy of a tape you're personal portable player. Concise 
transferring from one camcorder and clear instructions make set-up 
or VCR to another. You can raise, a snap. In no time, you'll be engi- 

lower, or eliminate the volume ot neering sound like a pro, with 

both sound inputs, as well as the impressive results, 

original soundtrack, by means of SoundMixer, along with our full 

smooth-operating slide controls. line of quality-plus video acces- 

And, because the original tape series, is available at photo and 

remains unaffected, you can redo video stores everywhere. 



SoundMixer 


Sima Products Corp. 

4001W. Devon Ave. Chicago, IL 60646 (312) 286-2333 c 
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ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


Pioneer's "Elite" Pro-TVs 


When Pioneer introduced its lat¬ 
est generation "Elite" monitors 
with 45- and 50-inch screens, a 
new standard was set in projec¬ 
tion TV. 

That's because Pioneer has 
done more than just bring televi¬ 
sion to larger screen sizes. Their 
new projection packages deliver 
better color, better brightness, 
better resolution and a better 
viewing angle. These improve¬ 
ments exemplify how good a pic¬ 
ture today's high-end projection 
TV's can achieve — as well as how 
good today's luxury 
projection TV's 


fer "SMART" remote controls that 
can learn commands from vir¬ 
tually any infrared audio or video 
remote. In homage to discrimi¬ 
nating ears. Elite monitors also 
come fully loaded with a three¬ 
mode Dolby Surround System with 
digital delay, so you won't need a 
separate surround processor to 
tap in on the sonic punch and re¬ 
alism of the movie theater. Big 
sound is an important companion 
to any big picture. 

Elite projection monitors also 
work as the heart of any a/v en¬ 
tertainment center, featuring four 
a/v inputs, including one on the 



Pioneer Pro-91 


can actually sound. 

For example, the Elite Pro-91 
50-inch diagonal high-precision 
screen offers 300 ft.-lambert lu¬ 
minance and outstanding clarity 
with 700-line horizontal resolu¬ 
tion. Pioneer's 45-inch diagonal 
projection monitor, the Elite 
Pro-71, features 350 ft.-lambert 
luminance and 650-line horizon¬ 
tal resolution for exceptional pic¬ 
ture clarity. Both projection 
monitors are housed in luxurious 
black "piano" finish cabinets. The 
look on screen is every bit as high- 
end as the package. 

While much of the emphasis has 
been on technical specifications. 
Pioneer hasn't skimped on conve¬ 
nience features. Both new sets of¬ 


front panel for easy camcorder 
connection, and a connection for 
S-Video components. Both offer 
two a/v memories for the recall of 
a preset picture and sound, and a 
10 watt/channel amplifier with 
two built-in 6" stereo speakers. 

Behind this audio and video 
prowess lie considerable scientific 
modifications to the projection 
screen design that warrant addi¬ 
tional discussion: 

New high-precision, high-reso- 
lution screens improve brightness 
and deliver an expanded vertical 
viewing angle — which makes it 
twice as easy to see, whether 
you're sitting down or standing 
up. 

The screen itself has been ex- 


Compatible Equipment: 

To obtain full performance from ei¬ 
ther of these Pioneer projection 
TV's, consider adding the following 
Pioneer video playback units: 

LD-Sl LaserDisc Player. This an¬ 
alog/digital optical disc player 
reads either 12-inch or 8-inch Laser- 
Discs, and offers features like digi¬ 
tal field memory and the full menu 
of special effects. Digital effects in¬ 
clude still picture with sound and 
strobe motion with sound. The 
front-loading component is fin¬ 
ished with rosewood sideboards. 

VH-930SD Super VHS VCR. This 
new VCR entry boasts standard 
SVHS specifications and offers ad¬ 
ded digital effects. The VHS Hi Fi 
model packs digital noise reduc¬ 
tion, digital picture memory, P-I-P, 
multi-scan TV pictures and strobe 
action. Also featured are on-screen 
menu, quick search, index search 
and time search functions. 

tensively retooled, and has come 
out of Pioneer's development labs 
boasting a 0.9mm pitch — ten 
percent finer than on previous 
models. This spec provides stan¬ 
dardized luminance signals for 
both standing and sitting viewing 
positions. 

Meanwhile, the double-sided 
horizontal lenticular screen not 
only widens the horizontal and 
vertical viewing angles, it greatly 
reduces color shift and the reflec¬ 
tion of external light as well. 

A new high-resolution CRT de¬ 
livers a 20-percent improvement 
in focusing over previous models. 
A new electron gun and new 
green phosphor with improved lu¬ 
minance saturation give the new 
projection monitors a crisp, clear 
picture. 

In short, these Pioneer screens 
exceed the expectations set by 
even the most discerning projec¬ 
tion monitor shopper. For big 
screen consumers, they serve as 
prime reference standards by 
which all other projection TVs 
should be compared. 


















ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


NEC Takes the Audio-for-Video Lead 


Great sounding video is no 
longer a luxury. Still, NEC has 
taken the lead in producing audio 
equipment that compliments their 
high-end video. The end result of 
this connection is a greatly en¬ 
hanced audio/video experience. 

The audio/video connection 
centers around one component — 
the a/v receiver. NEC's AVR-1010 
is an indicator that audio/video 
connections and controls don't 
need to be the product of compro¬ 
mise. 

In fact, no compromises have 
gone into the design of this ad¬ 
vanced audio/video component. 
With a system remote control and 
abundant a/v inputs and outputs. 


sources or patch in a sound pro¬ 
cessor of some kind for further 
frequency response adjustments. 

The AVR-lOlO's remote controls 
more than just the receiver. It will 
operate all other NEC audio and 
video components from CD play¬ 
ers to TVs. It lets you change in¬ 
puts, change TV channels and 
even call for visual onscreen con¬ 
firmations. 

Considerable attention has 
been paid to the basics with this 
powering device that delivers a 
more than ample 100 watts per 
channel throughout the entire fre¬ 
quency range with minimal distor¬ 
tion. The abundance of power is 
important since it ensures that you 


favorite stations in sequence and 
listen in for five seconds each — 
so you can scan the airwaves for 
your preferred venue of the day. 
The tuner also comes with a si¬ 
mulcast function that lets you lis¬ 
ten to FM radio while watching TV, 
a feature that proves especially 
handy during a television simul¬ 
cast. 

This receiver also offers an ad¬ 
ded dimension to the audio/video 
experience — surround sound. 
NEC has taken a leadership role 
in producing surround sound am¬ 
plifiers, receivers and Dolby Pro- 
Logic decoders and amps. The 
AVR-1010 comes standard with 
Dolby Surround which lets you 



it lets you build a unified enter¬ 
tainment system that can be con¬ 
structed all at once or one 
component at a time. 

Audio/video control is facili¬ 
tated with 3 video and 7 audio in¬ 
puts, 3 video and 4 audio outputs 
and an additional mono-audio 
output. Two tape inputs let you 
monitor a tape as it's being re¬ 
corded, dub a tape between tape 


get low-distortion sound from 
digital sources and even analog 
video soundtracks. 

The tuner side of the receiver 
package also delivers equal audio 
prowess, designed for the best 
possible AM/FM reception. The 
quartz-PLL tuner lets you preset up 
to 16 FM and AM stations in any 
combination. A preset scan fea¬ 
ture lets you recall each of your 


download four-channel sound 
from properly encoded software. 
With the optional surround mode 
— matrix — a simulated surround 
effect can be created with live 
sports broadcasts or musical 
events. 

Overall, the unit offers total 
control of the audio/video experi¬ 
ence with quality design consid¬ 
erations every step of the way. 


Compatible Equipment: 

NEC provides excellent audio and 
video sources to complement this 
a/v receiver. 

NEC DS8000U VCR.This luxury Hi 
Fi VCR with 140 channel tuning 


combines Super VHS imagery with 
NEC's own digital noise reduction 
circuitry to further perfect an al¬ 
ready near-perfect video picture. 
The noise reduction system works 
via high band recording to enhance 
both the luminance and chromi¬ 
nance .signals, resulting in a sharper 
and more colorful picture. The com¬ 


bination not only improves S-VHS 
400 line resolution but also ups the 
visual results of regular VHS and 
television broadcasts. Other built- 
in digital effects include a very nat¬ 
ural slow motion effect along with 
digital still frame. Digital drop out 
compensation fills in scratches or 
dirt on your less than pristine tapes. 
















ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


Philips' Improved TV Definition 


Philips has seen the future of a 
more highly-defined home televi¬ 
sion and is convinced that the fu¬ 
ture is now. 

Philips has introduced two im¬ 
proved definition televisions (IDTV) 
that improve the picture perfor¬ 
mance of standard broadcast TV 
signals through advanced scan¬ 
ning and noise reduction process¬ 
ing. IDTV offers consumers a 
significant improvement over the 
current NTSC signal until an alter¬ 
native high definition signal 
(HDTV) is put into place sometime 
in the 1990's. What's more, IDTV 
is fully compatible with current 
NTSC signals and it is derived from 
Philip's own HDTV laboratory de¬ 
velopments. 

IDTV results from a Philips pat¬ 
ented non-interlaced scanning 
system that doubles the number 
of scan lines on a standard NTSC 
screen. The specs grow from 
standard 262 and 1/2 lines every 
l/60th of a second on convention- 

Compatible Hardware: 

Consider adding these compatible 
components that can help you de¬ 
rive the best picture and sound 
from your Philips IDTV sets. 


al sets to 525 lines every l/60th of 
a second. The system actually 
eliminates the visible spaces bet¬ 
ween the scan lines by creating a 
new line of information. When 
combined with two-viewer select¬ 
able levels of digital noise reduc¬ 
tion and a digital field comb filter, 
these IDTV screens provide maxi¬ 
mum performance from the stan¬ 
dard NTSC as well as SVHS and 
LaserDisc signals. The colors look 
more colorful. The edges look 
more defined. 

There's more than high technol¬ 
ogy here. In fact. Philips has pack- 


phasis on their televisions' sound. 
In addition to MTS stereo broad¬ 
cast capability, the sets come with 
surround sound. The stereo is 
powered by a 5 watt per channel 
amp on the 27-inch model and by 
a 10 watt per channel amp on the 
31-inch alternative. The 31-inch 
set features a two-way stereo sys¬ 
tem consisting of two 5 1/4-inch 
woofers and two 2-inch tweeters. 
Variable audio outputs are on¬ 
board so that the sets can be con¬ 
nected to an external hi fi system. 

The audio outputs are fully con- 



Philips FR980 A/V Receiver. This 
audio/video receiver features a 124 
watt per channel amplifier with a 
separate 15 watts per channel for 
rear surround speakers, as deliv¬ 
ered from the receiver's Dolby sur¬ 
round decoder. Includes 9 audio 
and 4 video inputs, seven band EQ, 
and video enhancer with split 
screen. 

Philips FR980 A/V Receiver. This 
audio/video receiver features 124 
watt per channel amplifier with a 
separate 15 watts per channel for 
rear surround speakers, as deliv¬ 
ered from the receiver's Dolby sur¬ 
round decoder. Includes 9 audio 
and 4 video inputs, seven band EQ, 
and video enhancer with split 
screen. 


aged a host of convenience 
features along with their ad¬ 
vanced IDTV technology in a tab¬ 
letop 27-inch model and in a 
floorstanding 31-inch screen. Both 
the Model 27J245SB and (27- 
inch) Model 31J460SA (31-inch) 
come equipped with two separate 
tuners and a versatile number of 
P-l-P features. The sets will dis¬ 
play one, three, or nine images on 
screen at once or let you preview 
(or scan) nine channels at one 
time. There's even an audio out¬ 
put dedicated to the P-l-P picture. 
What's more, the P-l-P picture can 
be stored in memory for later re¬ 
call. 

The emphasis on the IDTV pic¬ 
ture is matched by Philips' em- 


trolled by the sets' 49-button LCD/ 
Learn Uniremote that otherwise 
controls all other TV functions. It 
can also be programmed to simu¬ 
late the infrared codes from vir¬ 
tually any other company's 
remotes. Remote operation is 
made easy via the remote's on¬ 
board LCD screen. 

The sets' channel captioning 
system displays the time and 
channel setting and also the sta¬ 
tion call letters and cable channel 
name. Other features of note in¬ 
clude S-VHS connectors, parental 
control and sleep timers. The 27- 
inch IDTV is designed with a 
graphics and black finish while the 
31-inch version comes in a con¬ 
temporary oak cabinet. 














ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


RCA's Luxury Camcorder Packages 



The evolution of the camcorder 
continues. And two new VHS cam¬ 
corder entries from RCA give a 
good indication of how far this rel¬ 
atively new video product catego¬ 
ry has come. 

Not so very long ago the big 
rage was point-and-shoot sim¬ 
plicity. However, the Models 
CC320 and CC310 from RCA re¬ 
veal that the latest camcording 
trend is toward the high-end, 
packing advanced editing capa¬ 
bilities and special effects into the 
standard size VHS camcorder 
package. 

The reason for upgrade is clear 
to anyone who has spent an after¬ 


state image sensor, auto focus, 
auto iris and a constant automatic 
white balance. You can analyze 
your shots while still on the scene 
with a quick review button and a 
peek through the electronic view 
finder that otherwise gives you a 
full status of your tape, time, oper¬ 
ating mode and battery level. 
These are basic features that you'd 
expect from any camcorder these 
days and, fortunately, they have 
been retained for high-end appli¬ 
cations. 

Taking these basics one step 
further, the model has added a 


noon hoisting a camcorder on his 
shoulder. Without editing and 
special effects, your programming 
— regardless of how experienced 
you may be — quickly becomes 
boring. Adding outboard editing 
gear and special effects may be a 
reasonable solution for some, but 
for most of us, all the bells and 
whistles need to reside in the 
camcorder box if we're ever going 
to use them. Special effect conve¬ 
nience is what's required and the 
RCA technicians have been hard 
at work packing micro-electronics 
into a relatively compact box. 

The Model CC310 reflects these 
efforts. At first glance, it is quite 
similar to earlier RCA VHS cam¬ 
corder models, featuring a solid 


high speed shutter and has ex¬ 
tended the lens to a full 8:1 zoom 
ratio while maintaining its high 
speed fl.2 focal length. The built- 
in microphone even has a wind 
noise switch to cancel out extra¬ 
neous audio interference. You 
can thus zoom in on your subject 
for accurate sight and sound. 

Now for the interesting addi¬ 
tions: 

At the top of the list is RCA's new 
Pro-Edit system which helps you 
improve your productions during 
and after the fact. The standard 
flying erase head provides glitch- 
free transitions while both audio 
and video can be dubbed during 
editing without destroying what 
was originally placed onto the 


Compatible Hardware: 

RCA offers a comprehensive cata¬ 
log of accessories to expand your 
camcording horizons. These add¬ 
ons help you improve your produc¬ 
tions during and after the fact. Ac¬ 
cessories you might consider 
adding to these models include: 


WM002 Wireless Microphone. 
This miniature microphone, trans¬ 
mitter and receiver combination let 
you capture sounds up to 100 feet 
from the camera. The microphone 
clips to the subject's clothing, the 
transmitter fits into a pocket, and 
the receiver feeds into the cam¬ 
corder via a standard mini-plug 
connector. Both the receiver and 
transmitter operate on three "AA" 
batteries. 

AC029 Special Effects Lens Kit. 
These lens accessories create sensa¬ 
tional image transformations in¬ 
cluding rainbows, four-point 
starbursts, and vignette effects. 
Center focus filter gives a sharp fo¬ 
cus to the center of a picture while 
softening the edges. The rainbow 
filter creates a multi-color halo. 
Starburst adds bursts of light to a 
bright spot in the picture. Polariz¬ 
ing filter reduces glare caused by 
reflections. 

tape. Mic mixing lets you make 
on-the-scene sound adjustments. 
Edit search and synchro edit 
switches facilitate tape editing 
while index recording offers you 
quick and accurate segment ac¬ 
cess. 

Even for the "pro- sumer" (a 
camcorder carrier with a penchant 
for the professional) this is more 
than sufficient. However, the step- 
up Model CC320 takes RCA's cre¬ 
ation one step further, adding a 
built-in titler and character gener¬ 
ator to the electronics pack for 
post production magic. The mod¬ 
el also offers two speed operation 
(SP/SLP) so that you can record up 
to eight hours on a single tape. 








ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


Panasonic Mixes Sight & Sound 



Panasonic's WJ-MXIO is an easy 
to use digital AV mixer for pros and 
buffs alike — delivering enough 
effects on a digital platter to im¬ 
prove any home video production. 
Its availability to consumers is in¬ 
dicative of the emergence of a 
"pro-sumer" marketplace for 
high-end video equipment. 

The streamlined console fea¬ 
tures a built-in digital frame syn¬ 
chronizer that lets it edit video 
from tv/o source VCRs or cameras 
v/ithout an add-on time base cor¬ 


timate home movie than just 
wipe selector buttons. In addition, shooting it — and for any home 
it lets you use a joystick to move director who wants to add those 
square or round wipe screens to finishing touches that make a pro- 
any position on the TV screen. duction great, this is the tool. 


rector. For effects, it includes 
wipe, superimpose, and digital 
freeze, strobe, mosaic and paint. 


Put on your lab coat and head 
to the studio. TheWJ-MXlO has a 
built-in frame memory that makes 
it easy to use a variety of special 
effects for video production. Be¬ 
sides freezing the picture, it lets 
you add a digital stroboscopic ef¬ 
fect with an adjustable delay in¬ 
terval from 0.2 to 2 full seconds. 
Its mosaic comes in five selectable 
levels, and the paint feature offers 
seven different varieties. 

Seventeen wipe effect patterns 
can be obtained by combining the 


Its fade-in and fade-out func¬ 
tion can be used with video, au¬ 
dio, titles or characters — alone 
or in any combination. 

Of course, audio mixing is also a 
primary concern to any true vid- 
eophile. The unit touts a built-in 
audio mixer for mixing four audio 
inputs, including a microphone. 
The easy-to- read audio level me¬ 
ter and its headphone output en- 
ables instant checking and 
monitoring of the audio level. 

There's more to creating the ul- 


Compatible Equipment: 

To shoot before you mix, or for su¬ 
perlative playback, consider the fol- 
lowing pieces of gear from 
Panasonic Industrial Company. 

The AG-450 SVHS camcorder is 
designed for demanding users from 
news crews to choosy home video 
directors. The compact unit comes 
with a power lOX zoom and a new 
CCD sensor. With a three-speed 
shutter, you should never miss a 
subject — and a 360,000 pixel pick¬ 
up guarantees maximum detail (50 


percent better than average). The 
AG-450 is also equipped with Auto¬ 
matic-Tracing White balance, easy 
to read viewfinder displays, auto 
date recording and dubbing. The 
lens has a focal range of 8mm to 
80mm to make wide-angle panora¬ 
mas as simple as macro shots. Its .9 
inch electronic viewfinder offers all 
status functions and easy scene 
viewing. The AG-450 has a vari¬ 
able three speed shutter that oper¬ 
ates at 1/1000, 1/500 and 1/250. 
Character generation is achieved by 
adding the optional VW-CGl char¬ 
acter generator. 


The AG-1830 SVHS VCR, mean¬ 
while, offers a full array of special 
effects including still, advance, sup¬ 
er fine slow, graphic art and digital 
mosaic art. Using the switch select¬ 
able multi-still function, consecu¬ 
tive stills can be shown on either the 
4-way or 9-way split screen. You 
can also strobe the images at inter¬ 
vals adjustable from 0.1 second to 1 
second. Able to read VISS and 
VASS codes, this advanced machine 
also offers Image Insert and will 
display images from up to nine 
simultaneously - broadcast pro¬ 
ductions. 



















ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


Mitsubishi's "Very" Big Screen TV 


Diagonally measuring five feet 
from corner to corner, Mitsubishi's 
new VS-685R creates a new di¬ 
mension in projection television. 

This mega-monitor is one of a 
series of seven new big screen TV's 
ranging from 40-to 60-inch diag¬ 
onal that combine the detail of di¬ 
rect view monitors with the 
cinematic effect of projection tele¬ 
vision. It offers more than just a 
great picture; it also offers the po¬ 
tential for a very great sound. 

Brilliant brightness, however, is 
the immediate attraction, resulting 
from CRTs designed for exclusive 


Compatible Equipment: 

To obtain full performance from 
this projection TV, consider adding 
the following Mitsubishi audio/ 
video components; 

Mitsubishi HS-U80 Super VHS 
VCR. This super-editing, SVHS Hi 
Fi deck features a flying erase head 
and jog dial editor for quick, accu¬ 
rate editing. Digital effects include 
P-I-P, freeze, eight-speed strobe, 
multi-picture from 9 to 100 screens 
and multi-picture search. The 
deck's 14-megabit memory smooths 
out the picture during multiple- 
speed play, and on the whole, the 
deck offers a wide variety of visual 
attractions. Address and index 
search, in addition to two separate 


use in Mitsubishi projection sys¬ 
tems. However, these high cur¬ 
rent scandium oxide cathodes 
alone aren't responsible for Mit¬ 
subishi's high-end projection pic¬ 
ture performance: internal 
reflections are eliminated by inno¬ 
vative lens and screen designs. 
Screen resolution extends to the 
borders of the screen while a vari¬ 
ety of new circuits and compo¬ 
nents maximize screen sharpness, 
contrast and detail. 

If you care to consider specs, 
mull over these: the anti-reflective 
big screen offers 205 foot-lam- 


search speeds, serve up the latest in 
tape shuttling technology. Other 
features include: MTS/SAP, still 
frame, frame advance, reverse play, 
counter memory, audio dub, insert 
edit, and 6-event/28 day tuner/ 
timer. 

Mitsubishi M-AVl Audio Video 
Receiver. This receiver will inte¬ 
grate the projection TV into your 
a/v system, featuring 125 watts per 
channel of front power, 25 watts for 
the rear, Dolby surround, 16 station 
presets, 4 audio/video inputs, an 
integrated remote and a unique on¬ 
screen function display. Alterna¬ 
tive choices include the M-AV2 and 
the M-AV3, which come with 80 
watts of front power and 20 watts 
for the rear. 


berts of brightness with 560 line 
horizontal resolution and a 36:1 
contrast ratio. With three 6-ele- 
ment, multi-coated glass lenses, 
distortion and reflection are vir¬ 
tually nil. 

Meanwhile, a full gauntlet of in¬ 
ternal technology processes the 
picture information for maximum 
integrity before it ever reaches the 
screen. Picture controls include 
dynamic black level, vertical/hori¬ 
zontal ID Circuit, automatic pic¬ 
ture latitude circuitry, a CCD 
comb filter and a wide band video 
amplifier. 

Then again, there's more to a 
projection television than meets 
the eye. This set's user conve¬ 
nience lineup includes audio and 
video memory, auto programm¬ 
able channel memory scan, quick 
view, and menu switching of time 
set, program timer, channel lock, 
all audio and video settings, time, 
channel and sleep timer. Audio 
expansion improves the set's sonic 
boost which, incidentally, you can 
tailor with separate bass and tre¬ 
ble tone controls. Four speakers 
are provided, with a 20 watt/ 
channel amp and external speaker 
terminals. 

Inputs and outputs include an 
S-Video jack, two video and stereo 
audio inputs, a video output, tun¬ 
er output, and variable/fixed ster¬ 
eo audio outputs. For added 
convention, the illuminated wire¬ 
less remote offers integrated TV/ 
VCR controls. 

The whole package is cloaked 
in genuine oak veneer wood. With 
hinged, hideaway bi-fold doors, 
this luxury video projector stands 
about five feet tall by five feet 
wide, but, amazingly, juts just over 
three feet from the wall. 

Video connoisseurs who have 
closely watched the evolution of 
projection TV will attest to the fact 
that this latter dimension is as 
amazing as the size of the 
VS-685R's screen. 






BY RODERICK WOODCOCK 


Where’s the picture? 

Q I have a Beta videocassette that 
doesn’t seem to want to play proper¬ 
ly. I’ve tried it several times in my Sanyo 
VCR and in a friend’s Sony machine, 
but there’s no picture on either ma¬ 
chine, just garbled audio and static. This 
tape used to play fine. What could have 
happened to it? Bob Farmer 

San Diego, Calif. 

A lt’s possible the tape was acciden¬ 
tally erased. Have you stored it on 
top of a speaker or near another mag¬ 
netic field recently? Another possibility 
is purely mechanical. Open the lid of 
the tape (you will have to release the 
latch on the front left side of the shell 
first —use a pencil or a toothpick) and 
check to see if the tape is underneath 
the plastic guide in the center. If so, 
that’s your problem. Carefully pull out 
just enough tape to get it back on top of 
the guide. Beta tapes can occasionally 
get misrouted in this manner, depending 
on the condition of the VCR threading 
the tape, or if there’s too much slack in¬ 
side the cassette. When the tape gets 
caught underneath the guide, it can’t 
thread completely, causing the symp¬ 
toms you have described. 


STATE OF THE ART 


Laser rot update 

Q I just purchased a LaserDisc player, 
but I’m a little hesitant to buy a lot 
of discs for it, remembering your article 
about laser rot (Apr. ’87). If memory 
serves, the article said the problem had 
been corrected. If so, when was it cor¬ 
rected so that I can be sure that any old¬ 
er titles I purchase will not be defective? 

Norm Hill 
Tacoma, Wash. 


Video Magazine welcomes your questions. 
Please include a phone number, but not a 
return envelope as the volume of mail does 
not permit replies. All letters may be edited 
for clarity and space. Address queries to Q 
& A, Video Magazine, 460 West 34 Street, 
New York, NY WOOL 


OIA 


A At the time. Pioneer Electronics as¬ 
sured us the problem had been re¬ 
solved, and that all discs pressed since 
the beginning of 1986 are free of this par¬ 
ticular defect. 

Pioneer completely renovated its 
Carson, California pressing plant last 
year, installing new, more sophisticated 
equipment, to increase both production 
capacity and efficiency. Pioneer has also 
recalled and re-pressed as many defec¬ 
tive discs as possible and continues to 
replace those still out there that are gen¬ 
uinely defective. We have not encoun¬ 
tered a “rotted” disc in more than two 
years, and the problem does appear to 
be a thing of the past. Rest assured that 
recent LaserDiscs, even of titles released 
before the problem arose, are newly 
pressed and free of this defect. 


Stubborn shells 

Q Some brands of 8mm tape I have 
tried don’t always load easily into 
my Sony EV-S700 deck. When I at- j 
tempt to insert the cassette, the tape ' 
door refuses to close completely. I’ve 
be'-' tempted to force it shut, but usu- ; 
ally 1 just remove the cassette and try 
again. Sometimes it loads and some¬ 
times it doesn’t. I have about four cas¬ 
settes I’ve retired because of this 
problem. Any ideas on what’s causing 
this? Richard Brawley 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

A I’ve occasionally had similar prob¬ 
lems with my Pioneer VE-D70 8mm 
VCR. Usually it’s because the little 
ridges in the hubs of the cassette reels ; 
don’t properly mesh with the same ; 
ridges on the reel tables inside the VCR. [ 
I have observed the same sort of prob¬ 
lem with a few Beta and VHS front- 
loaders as well. 

The cure is simple: just stick a pen 
or pencil into one of the reels on the 
bottom and rotate it slightly in the di- j 
rection of the tape. Don’t wind too j 
much or you’ll risk stretching or break- j 
ing the tape. If the reels refuse to budge, i 
you might have to release the reel locks [ 
by pressing a toothpick into the small [ 
square hole at the back of the shell and i 
pressing it in the direction of the spine I 
label. 


Flying lessons 

Q I have a Hitachi VM-6000A VHS 
camcorder and a VT-2700 VCR. 
Both have backspace editing, but no fly¬ 
ing erase heads. I do a lot of editing but 
I am annoyed with the occasional moire 
patterns these machines leave between , 
edits, so I’m going to buy a new JVC , 
HR-S8000 VCR, which has a flying 
erase head. Can the head be applied to 
any points of two programs during edi¬ 
ting? Please explain the practical way 
the erase head interacts. 

Charles Haag 
Montreal, Canada 

A VHS camcorders and VCRs that 
have a flying erase head (it’s almost 
always a single head, about 115 microns 
in width, designed to erase two regular 
fields of video) also have a full erase 
head. In the regular record mode, it’s 
the full erase head that eliminates the 
earlier video signal, before the video 
heads record a new one. 

VCRs and camcorders without a fly- i 
ing erase head always have a trace of 
color bars or staining at the edit point. 
This happens when a new signal gets re¬ 
corded on top of an earlier signal be¬ 
cause the edit occurs at the point where 
the tape wraps around the video drum, 
not where the full erase head is, several 
inches away. 

The flying erase head, however, is ; 
mounted right on the video drum. 
When activated (as it is when you press 
pause or video insert), it clears a clean ; 
track along the same diagonal path that | 
the new video signal will be recorded on ’ 
by the regular video heads. Assemble 
edits, therefore (made by joining one j 
scene onto another), look very profes¬ 
sional. But the real advantage is the 
head’s ability to insert a new scene over 
an earlier unwanted one. VCRs without 
flying erase heads, even those with “vid¬ 
eo dub” features can’t match the quality. 

Precise insert editing, however, real¬ 
ly requires a jog/shuttle dial for accurate 
tape control. Nice as the JVC HR- 
S8000 is in other respects (digital ef¬ 
fects, for example), it’s an awkward edi¬ 
tor. Take a look at the Mitsubishi HS- 
U80. At $1,600, it’s more expensive, but 
editing on it is much easier. ■ 
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COMPROMISING WITH YOUR VIDEOTAPE IS LIKE COMPROMISING 
WITH ANYOTHER COMPONENT IN YOUR SYSTEM. 

Even the most advanced system is only as good as the 
tape you put into it. That’s why Maxell has created XL HiFi. 

Its superfine Epitaxial particles and unique binder 
technology have brought about dramatic improvements 
in signal-to-noise ratios. As well as a shai^ reduction in 
dropout activity. And thanks to Maxell’s rigid quality 
control, this unsurpassed performance level is guar¬ 
anteed in every cassette. 

So match your tape to the other components 
in your system and use only XL HiFi from Maxell. 

Anything less and you could miss the big picture. 


maxell 



















BESrOFflH 

A special section on the year's top equipment, tapes & discs. 



Watching the 
Olympic Games 
on top-notch 
equipment this 
past September 
got us thinking about another arena 
of competition: video. Just as the 
mean level of athletic excellence has 
risen steadily over the years, so has 
the quality and 
diversity of video 
equipment and 
programming. 

Technical Editor Lancelot Braith- 
waite has reviewed the past year’s 
“Videotests” and come up with a se¬ 
lection of state-of-the-art equipment 
that best demonstrates the manifold 
advances in home video technology. 
Programming Editor Ira Robbins’ re¬ 
flection on the year’s videocassettes 
reveals that the biggest are not always 



the best. Contributing Editor Mark 
Fleischmann’s appraisal of 1988’s best 
videodiscs captures examples of the 
most exciting developments in this 
growing format. Finally, to round out 
our annual awards special. Associate 
Editor Lou Kesten delivers the bad 
news: outrages, goofs, misdeeds and 
assorted absurdities of the year in 
“Mondo Video.” 
As difficult as 
it is to predict fu- 
ture break- 
throughs, one real likelihood for the 
coming year is that video manufac¬ 
turers will continue to refine the 
technological 
breakthroughs 
and equip¬ 
ment they in¬ 
troduced in 
1988. 
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BY LANCELOT BRAITHWAITE 




Last year research and design laborato¬ 
ries around the world were as busy as 
ever creating new technology. A large 
part of that research was devoted to 
high-definition television systems, so the 
results will probably not be available for 
some time. However, engineers were 
also busy improving existing products, 
making 1988 one of the most exciting 
years yet in the history of home video. 

The biggest news in VCRs was the 
availability of ED Beta, the first tape for¬ 
mat to exceed the performance of laser 
players. We don’t expect a big conver¬ 
sion to the format, but discerning video 
buffs will want ED Beta for creating 
their own videos because the top model 
has all the features of the best consumer 
video machines. 

Super VHS also grew by leaps and 
bounds. Flying erase heads, jog/shuttle 
dials and accurate counters — all familiar 
to Beta users — are proliferating, and top 
8mm decks have added those features 
too. Laser players are now available 
from two new major manufacturers, 
Sony and Yamaha, complete with digital 
circuitry for special-effects playback at 
the CLV speed. Pioneer, not to be out¬ 
done, has a player into which you can 
load two discs for up to four hours of 
continuous playback. 

New camcorder developments in¬ 
cluded an automatic system to reduce 
the effects of camera shaking, wireless 
remote control and higher resolution. 
Viewscreens got higher resolution and 
better comb filtering to reduce crosstalk 
between chroma and luma, and editing 
controllers became popular accessories. 
On one sour note, however. Macrovi¬ 
sion has been forcing producers of stabi¬ 
lizers out of the business, so you may not 
be able to find a device to correct for 
rolling and flashing in some Macrovi- 
sion-protected tapes. 

This collection of the year’s best in¬ 
cludes five basic categories —VCRs, la¬ 
ser players, camcorders, viewscreens and 
accessories — with sub-divisions for sepa¬ 
rate formats. Almost every major manu¬ 
facturer brought out something that 
pushed the limits of home video higher. 

VCRs 

• Super VHS Image Translator. 

Of the 12 Super VHS VCRs we tested 
last year, one offers a unique capahility. 
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People who travel frequently or have 
friends abroad often find themselves in a 
quandary over how to play the PAL or 
SECAM tapes they acquire. The Instant 
Replay 77IT5S Image Translator lets 
you play such tapes on any TV that does 
not use vertical countdown circuitry. 
The Image Translator also lets you re¬ 
cord S'VHS signals on any VHS tape. 

• Super VHS. Of the remaining 11 
S'VHS VCRs the Mitsubishi HS-U80 
gets our nod as the best because it dcliv- 

s the picture with the least noise. It 
also offers a flying erase head, a jog/shut¬ 
tle dial and digital effects, and in record 
pause mode it shows the last frame re¬ 
corded as an inset picture, a boon to 
anyone who edits or skips commercials 
while taping. 

Our second favorite in this category 
is the Toshiba SV-950 with digital effects 
and a light-pen programming system. It 
has the next lowest picture noise. Our 
third favorite is the JVC HR-S8000U 
with digital effects and a remote control 
with an LCD screen to make program¬ 
ming easier. 

• VHS. Number one in this category 
is the Panasonic PV-4722. It has neither 
hi-fi nor stereo sound but its four video 
heads provide an outstanding picture 
and its bar code programmer sets a new 
standard for simple timer setting. The 
bar code feature is currently available 
with a variety of VCRs from Panasonic 
and other companies, and the PV-4722 
is being replaced with later models. 

Our second choice in this category is 
the JVC HR-D630U, which has every 
bell and whistle except bar code pro¬ 
gramming. It offers stereo hi-fi sound, 
MTS, digital effects, index search and a 
flying erase head; the picture is slightly 
noisier than our top choice. Our third 



choice is the 

Zenith VRD530HF, whose 
picture quality is almost overshadowed 
by its unusual design. Much taller than 
it is wide, it can live comfortably on a 
bookshelf. Its picture is only slightly 
noisier than the JVC’s. Special praise 
goes to the Tatung VRH-8700, a four- 
head machine with mono linear sound. 
It, too, has superior picture quality de¬ 
spite the modest $600 price. 

• ED Beta. Despite its recent foray 
into the VHS market, Sony has not { 
en up on Beta. In fact, Sony has o 
done Super VHS with the EDV-9500 
ED Beta VCR, which delivers more 
than 500 lines of horizontal resolution 
compared to S-VHS’ 400. It also fea¬ 
tures a jog/shuttle dial on both the VCR 
and the remote, two flying erase heads, 
an eight-segment frame-accurate auto¬ 
matic editor, digital effects and among 
the best signal-to-noise ratios measured 
on a consumer machine. EDV-9500 has 
a $3,300 price tag, but a more modest 
version, the EDV-5700, is available for 
about $2,000. Of all the equipment in¬ 
troduced in 1988, we’d most like to 
own the EDV-9500, with the Mitsubishi 
HS-U80 a dose second. 

• 8mm. We tested only two 8mm ti 
ble models last year: the EV-Sl, a 6. 
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BEST SEAR 


pound portable, and the EV-SSOO with 
jog/shuttle dial on the deck and remote. 
Both are equipped for PCM audio, but 
the EV'SSOO can access all four defined 
stereo audio tracks while the EV-Sl ac¬ 
cesses only one. The S800 also has a 
6-event/3-week timer compared to the 
Si’s 3-event/2-week one. We prefer the 
EV-S800 for all of its features, even 
though it costs more than twice as much 
as the SI. 

• TVCRs. The concept of combining 
a VCR and TV into one unit is as old as 
modern consumer VCRs. However, 
VCRs are becoming lighter, small TVs 
are getting better and consumers want 
their video entertainment portable, so 
TVCRs are coming back. Of the many 
VHS models and two 8mm models only 
one 8mm unit caught our fancy. The 
Sony GV'8 is an 8mm VCR with a 
1-day/l-event timer wedded to a three- 
inch LCD screen with an 82-channel 
tuner. The whole package is smaller 


than a hardcover book. An optional 
camera lets you use it as a field re¬ 
corder—a particularly versatile combi¬ 
nation. 

LASER PLAYERS 

We reviewed only three laser players 
last year: comhi players by Yamaha and 
Sony and a two-disc changer by Pioneer. 
Each player has digital effects and Sony’s 
MDP-700 will play both 5- and 3-inch 
CDs. The Sony hoasts the highest pic¬ 
ture quality as well as a jog/shuttle dial 
on both the player and the remote. The 
Sony’s disc drawer has separate wells for 
small and large discs. 

The Pioneer LD-Wl is in a different 
class. Billed as the world’s most ad¬ 
vanced laser player, it has dual-disc, 
four-hour capability, meaning you don’t 
have to flip or swap discs for longer 
movies and operas. Its digital circuitry 
delivers special effects from either CAV 
or CLV discs. 


Best 

Products 
of 1988 


Products selected for Video Magazine Awards must em¬ 
body either a technological breakthrough or a significant 
advance in existing technology — in which case they may 
be one-of-a-kind products — or outperform other ma¬ 
chines in their class, as measured hy Berger-Braithwaite 
Laboratories. Award categories cover the range of video 
equipment available to consumers, including VCRs, cam¬ 
corders, videodisc players, viewscreens and accessories. 


• Mitsubishi HS-U80, Best Super VHS VCR 

• Instant Replay 77IT5S Image Translator S-VHS 
VCR, Special Merit Award 

• Panasonic PV-4722, Best VHS VCR 

• Sony EV-S800, Best 8mm VCR 

• Sony EDV-9500 with Editing Controller, Best ED 
Beta VCR 

• Sony GV-8 Video Walkman, Best TVCR 

• Sony MDP-700 AV Laser Player, Best LaserDisc 
Combination Player 

• Pioneer LD-Wl, Best LaserDisc Changer 

• JVC GR'S55U, Best Super VHS-Compact Cam¬ 
corder 

• Panasonic PV-460 Image Stabilizer, Best VHS Cam¬ 
corder 

• Sony CCD-V220 Pro, Best 8mm Camcorder 

• Pioneer SD-P452, Best Rear Projection Monitor/Re¬ 
ceiver 

• Sony XBR Pro System, Best Direct View Monitor/ 
Receiver 

• Videonics DirectED Automatic Editing Controller, 
Best Editing Accessory 



CAMCORDERS 

• S-VHS. All of the S-VHS cam¬ 
corders we reviewed in 1988 are S-VHS- 
Compact models, partly because many 
of the full-sized S-VHS models available 
are carryovers from 1987. The three we 
reviewed are the JVC GR-S55U, the 
Magnavox VR9260AV01 and the Mit¬ 
subishi HS-C30U. Picture quality of ma¬ 
terial shot through the lens is quite close 
for all of them, but the JVC boasts bet¬ 
ter features and handling. It offers the 
usual automatic circuitry for iris, back¬ 
lighting, focus and continuous white 
balance, a high-speed shutter, frame ad¬ 
vance, slow motion, speed play, index 
marking and reading, audio dub and 
video dub. Its large LCD readout dupli¬ 
cates much of the onscreen viewfinder 
information so you don’t have to keep 
your eye glued to the viewfinder to make 
adjustments, and the long, slim design 
feels more comfortable in the hand. 

• VHS. We also tested three VHS 
camcorders, two of which are full-sized. 
Each has a first of some kind to recom¬ 
mend it, but we were most impressed 
with the full-size Panasonic PV-460 with 
electronic image stabilization. That fea¬ 
ture reduces the effects of camera shake, 
which makes so many videos look ama¬ 
teurish. Its other features include lOx 
zoom, a high-speed shutter, audio and 
video dubbing and auto fade. Its option¬ 
al accessories include a tuner adapter 
and a character generator. 

The other full-sized VHS camcorder 
was the Chinon CV-T65, whose claim 
to fame is a character generator with 29 
pages of memory and a standard-layout 
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typewriter keyboard. Characters come 
in two sizes and eight colors, and self 
timer and time-lapse capability are built 
in. A speaker with its own volume con¬ 
trol makes playback convenient for edit¬ 
ing in the field, and audio and video dub 
are included. 

The Minolta Master Series-C 3400 
compact model delivers continuous au¬ 
tomatic focus from infinity almost to the 
surface of the lens without having to en¬ 
ter a special macro range. Autofocusing 
even works with the wide angle and 
telephoto extenders but over a more 
limited range. The 3400 has since been 
superseded by the Master Series-C 50 
with the same focusing capability. 

• 8mtn. Two of the three top 8mm 
camcorders we reviewed are from Sony: 
the CCD-V220 Video 8 Pro and the 
CCD-V9 Handycam Pro. They are both 
sophisticated machines with a variety of 
features that make shooting easy; how¬ 
ever, they are aimed at distinctly differ¬ 
ent groups of users. The CCD-V220, 
aimed at the serious amateur, is almost 
as big as a full-sized VHS machine. It of¬ 
fers PCM stereo sound as well as mono 
AFM, and its high-speed shutter goes up 
to 1/4000 of a second. The lens offers 8x 
variable-speed zoom, and other features 
include wipes, fades, date/time imprint¬ 
ing, titling, insert editing, a stereo mic, a 
video processor loop and much more. Of 
course, the CCD-V220 gets our nod as 
the best. 

The Canon E708, however, was a 
strong contender. The first camcorder to 
have a wireless remote with zoom and a 
continued on page 128 



Hardware Heroes: 

Award-winners include 
(clockwise from top left) 
Pioneer’s LD-W1 LV 
player, Sony’s CCD- 
9220 8mm camcorder, 
Panasonic’s PV-460 
VHS camcorder, Sony’s 
XBR Pro monitor/re¬ 
ceiver, Videonics’ 
DirectED editing con¬ 
troller and Pioneer’s 
SD-P452 projection TV. 


JANUARY t989 VIDEO 61 



























BY IRA ROBBINS 


TAPES 

The best videocassettes of 1988: 
lots of drama, not many laughs. 


to what’s playing in local movie houses. 

Every year at this time, we select the 
best videocassettes released during the 
past 12 months. Our awards are given in 
several categories for films issued on 
tape as well as non-theatrical titles. The 
informal and entirely autocratic judging 
process relies on a year’s worth of rou¬ 
tine viewing combined with a breakneck 
last-minute effort to watch significant 
tapes missed along the way. 

COMEDY 

The problem with this year’s come¬ 
dies was simple: they weren’t very funny. 
Perhaps the nation’s funnybone has be¬ 
come sensitized to the mildest intima- 


Steve Martin has a wonderful line in 
Roxanne, the latest video variation on 
Cyrano de Bergerac: “We haven’t had 
any irony here since about ’83, when I 
was the only practitioner of it, and I 
stopped because 1 was tired of being 
stared at.” While irony may be under¬ 
represented in the past year’s menu of 
movies arriving on video, flashes of in¬ 
telligence and artistic depth did inter¬ 
rupt the flow of vapid blockbusters. 
Even as the top echelons of the rental 
and sales hit parade remained filled with 
tawdty sexual escapades, rampant vio¬ 
lence, ttite romances, brain-dead come¬ 
dies and unwarranted sequels, provoc¬ 
ative adult films of real substance — 
such as The Last Emperor, Moonstruck, 
Hope and Glory, Empire of the Sun 
and The Dead —also arrived on tape. 

The thunderous arrival of E.T. 
should end discussion of home video’s 
commercial championship for a while. 
Otherwise, lightweight box office 
smashes (e.g.. Good Morning, Vietnam, 
Throw Momma from the Train, Wall 
Street, Broadcast News) dominated the 
shelves of America’s video outlets in 
1988. But as the video industry has ma¬ 
tured and grown, the release of more ti¬ 
tles has led to the enthusiastic promo¬ 
tion of some fascinating and offbeat pic¬ 
tures. Indeed, videophiles living near a 
video store are likely to be more au cou- 
rant with film culture than those limited 


Divine Ms. L; 

John Waters' musical 
comedy, Hairspray, un¬ 
veiled RIcki Lake as a 
delightful new actress. 
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tion of humor — a laugh-track effect that 
conditions audiences to respond auto¬ 
matically at seemingly appropriate junc¬ 
tures. Who could possibly have split 
their sides at the non-merriment of Baby 
Boom, Overboard or any of the mind/ 
body transference clunkers? The laugh- 
meter registered a few points higher on 
Danny DeVito’s Throw Momma from the 
Train, but nowhere near the threshold of 
hilarity. Robin Williams' Good Morning, 
Vietnam —a tour de force stand-up per¬ 
formance in need of a sturdy plot —was 
unrewarding. Steve Martin’s two out¬ 
ings — Roxanne and Planes, Trains & Au¬ 
tomobiles — held promise, but both 
diluted their comedic edge with senti¬ 
mentality. Moonstruck — an almost-grcat 
film —wasn’t funny enough to be a real 
comedy; ditto for the less estimable 
Broadcast News. 

Two oddities —Dan Aykroyd’s The 
Couch Trip and a British cannibalism 
farce, Consuming Passions — wallowed in 
real (if tasteless) humor, but neither was 
all that memorable. Having been 
unexposed to the original at the time, I 
dug Beverly Hills Cop II a lot, a remark¬ 
able sequel aberration I have yet to fully 
understand. 

The year’s most exceptional comedy 
proves that even masters of the tasteless 
and offensive might have hearts of gold. 
John Waters, the auteur of such revels 
in swill as Mondo Trasho and Pink Fla¬ 
mingos, tried his hand at mainstream 
filmmaking and came up with our Best 
Comedy winner, Hairspray, a delightful 
mixture of dancing, romance and racial 
integration set in 1962 Baltimore. A 
spectacular cast, great period music and 
a script that keeps winking at its audi¬ 
ence add up to a warm, sincere and 
sharp-tongued comedy. 

DRAMA 

Drama ran a much stronger race this 
year. Sumptuous visual extravaganzas 
(The Last Emperor, Hope and Glory, Em¬ 
pire of the Sun and, to a lesser extent. 
Cry Freedom) managed to crystallize 
complex historical eras into affecting 
personal stories. Woody Allen delivered 
September, a bewildering but well-made 
foray into family drama. Mickey Rourke 
toughed it out as a tormented IRA man 
in the dissension-wracked but not half 
bad A Prayer for the Dying; British social. 



political and sexual issues were explored 
in the offbeat Sammy and Rosie Get Laid. 

One could easily ignore the phony 
glamor and degradation of Less Than 
Zero and Bright Lights, Big City as other 
films — Ironweed, Barfly and Prick Up 
Your Ears, the biographical story of mur¬ 
dered British playwright Joe Orton — 
provided more convincing portraits of 
self-destruction and private misery. 

















BEST TAPES 



Meanwhile, playwright David Mamet 
made House of Games, a pretentious and 
bizarrely directed gripper with inex¬ 
plicable appeal. John Huston’s final film, 
The Dead, capped the year with indispu¬ 
table class. 

After months of acrimonious litiga¬ 
tion, Platoon finally made its way to vid¬ 
eo in January. But it was too late to 
avoid the inexorable force of an unbeat¬ 
able foe. As the most gripping and de- 



Best 

Tapes 

oflBBB 


Theatrical 

• Hairspray (RCA/Columbia), Best Comedy 

• FuH Metal Jacket (Warner), Best Drama 

• The Manchurian Candidate (MGMAJA), Best Classic 
Film 

• RoboCop (Orion), Best Science Fiction Film 

• Hear Dark (HBO), Best Horror Film 

• The Untouchables (Paramount), Best Action/ 
Adventure Film 

• Hail! Hail! Rock’n’Roll (MCA), Best Musical Film 

• Tampopo (Republic), Best Foreign Language Film 

• Cinderella (Disney), Best Children’s Film 

• Three Q'Clock High (MCA), Sleeper of the Year 



Across the Ages: 

Chuck Berry's Hail! 
Hail! Rock’n'Roll 


(above), Phil Joanou’s 
Three O'Clock High 
(left) and Kathryn 
Bigelow’s Near Dark 
(below left). 

tailed look at the effects of the Vietnam 
War on the Americans who wound up 
fighting it, Stanley Kubrick’s masterful 
Full Metal Jacket takes the honors as the 
year’s Best Drama. 

CLASSICS 

Another war of a different genera¬ 
tion also earned our salute this year. A 
remarkably prescient and insightful look 
at government corruption, brainwashing 
and runaway political ambition, which 
had been out of circulation since shortly 
after its original release in 1962, arrived 
on video for the first time. To director 
John Frankenheimer, Frank Sinatra and 
the late Laurence Harvey, we give our 
new award for the Best Classic Film: The 
Manchurian Candidate. Our runner-up, a 
very different but equally disturbing 
film, is 1955’s The Night of the Hunter, 
the only movie Charles Laughton ever 
directed. Robert Mitchum’s amazing 
performance as a murderous preacher is 
disturbingly effective. 


Made-for-Video 

• Pee-Wee’s Playhouse (Hi-Tops), Best Comedy Program 

• Celebrating Bird: The Triumph of Charlie Parker 
(Sony), Best Music Program 

• Abel’s Island (Random House), Best Children’s 
Program 

• Dr. Heimlich’s Home First-Aid Video (MCA), Best 
Instructional Program 

• The Explorers: A Century of Discovery (National 
Geographic/Vestron), Best Documentary 

• Harlem Globetrotters: 6 Decades of Magic (Fries), Best 
Sports Program 


SCIENCE FICTION 

Nobody important bothered going 
into space this year, except for Mel 
Brooks in the low-brow parody Space- 
balls. But aliens came to visit us in such 
films as E.T., *Ba£teries Not Included, 
Predator and The Man Who Fell to Earth. 
(Arnold Schwarzenegger, Predator’s star, 
made an equally large impression as a 
canny fugitive fighting for his life in the 
futuristic The Running Man; his other 
major release this year was the down-to- 
Chicago Red Heat.) 
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What our winner has that all of its 
competition lacks (besides Nancy Al¬ 
len) is a masterful blend of ingredients: a 
vivid, high-tech look, riveting suspense, 
stunning bloodletting and acerbic social 
commentary. The Best Science Fiction 
Film, RohoCojr, has something for every¬ 
one—except, perhaps, the squeamish. 

HORROR 

As is their wont, most creators of 
horror movies cither made sequels (The 
Howling, Friday the 13th, Demons, House, 
A Nightmare on Elm Street, etc.) or stuck 
to tried-and-true formulae — serial 
killers, malevolent mind-controllers, 
colorful incarnations of unimaginable 
evil. But a few first-time directors helped 
bring back the excitement: British nov¬ 
elist Clive Barker directed the stun¬ 
ningly repulsive Hellraiser, although the 
literally eye-popping Anguish ran a 
strong second as an unmitigated gross- 
out. Young Jim Muro directed the lu¬ 
ridly disgusting Street Trash, while direc¬ 
tor Andrew Fleming and producer Gale 
Ann Fiurd showed their originality with 
the clever Bad Dreams. 

Our Best Horror Film winner, also 
from a young director with a new angle 
on things macabre, is Kathryn Bigelow’s 
Near Dark, a stylish, moody and mean- 
spirited vampire adventure. (Inter¬ 
estingly, hers wasn’t the only film based 
on the idea that contemporary punks 
would make ideal un-dead heads: The 
Lost Boys did it well, but its intensity was 
diminished by goofy humor and a boring 




ACTION/ADVENTURE 

This over-popular category covers 
everything from karate flicks to hyperac¬ 
tive car-chase epics, which makes it 
both broadly appealing and motley as 
hell. This year’s crop included the obvi¬ 
ous (for instance, Steven Seagal’s inane 
but effective Above the Law), the car- 
toonish (Carl Weathers’ Action Jackson), 
the downright ridiculous (Hell Comes to 
Frogtown) and the suavely stylish (Ro¬ 
man Polanski’s Frantic). Some might ar¬ 
gue that our winner, Brian De Palma's 
The Untouchables, isn’t typical of the 
genre, but in a classic sense it fits exact¬ 
ly. With marvelous performances by 
Kevin Costner, Sean Connery and Rob¬ 
ert De Niro, this revisionist version of 
the war between G-men and Chicago 
mobsters during Prohibition offers thrill¬ 
ing action as well as the strong cinemat¬ 
ic vision of a controversial auteur. 


Screen Icons; 

Frank Sinatra 
The 

date and 
Mexican 
found in The 
A Century of Di 
(above). 

MUSICAL 

Hairspray was also in serious conten¬ 
tion for this poorly contested title. 
Among the inane Dirty Dancing, the 
trite La Bamba, the bizarre Aria, Prince’s 
poorly shot (if well-played) Sign “o” the 
Times and the idiotic Tokyo Pop, there 
wasn’t much to choose from. For¬ 
tunately, there was Hail! Hail! Rock 
’n’Roll, a fascinating, often unflattering 
documentary about Chuck Berry that 
contains great onstage performances as 
well as illuminating rehearsal footage. 
With a special nod to musical director 
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Keith Richards, the film’s unintended 
co-star, this novel film biography is our 
choice for the year’s Best Musical Film. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

Given that few theaters outside of 
major cities show foreign films, video is 
the only way for most Americans to see 
movies from other countries. Video’s re¬ 
peatability also offers something thea¬ 
ters cannot: viewers can read the sub¬ 
titles the first time around, then watch a 
scene again to observe nuances in acting 
and directing they may have missed. 

Among the countries prominently 
represented in 1988 with significant vid¬ 
eo releases are Sweden (My Life as a 
Dog, issued with subtitles and English 
dubbing), Italy (Good Morning Babylon, 
The Garden of the Finzi-Continis), Spain 
(El Amor Brujo) and France (Claire's 
Knee, Jean de Florette and its sequel, 
Manon of the Spring). 

But the year’s most enticing entry in 
this category arrived from Japan. Our 
winner, Tampopo, confronts food, ro¬ 
mance, intrigue, sex and social conven¬ 
tions with a jaundiced eye and uni¬ 
versally understood wit and wisdom. 
People who saw Tampopo in theaters 
complained that they had to rush out for 
a bite immediately afterward (Moon- 
struck elicited a similar response with a 
different cuisine); home viewers are 
cautioned to have something edible 
handy before the tape starts. 


IN AMATEUR 
HOME VIDEO 


Odyssey Group, publishers of America’s lead¬ 
ing family of adult correspondence maga¬ 
zines—including Odyssey & UnReal People— 
proudly presents our... 

Adulj HofviE 
ShoppiNQ Guide 

With 36 of the finest amateur homemade 
videos available anywhere. For sale only 
through this offering. 

- plus - 

A comprehensive selection of the highest quality adult 
products, uncensored photo processing and much 
more. All products fully guaranteed. 

le with order) tor ou. _ 

& special discount coupons. 


Many provocative 


ibs 


Ims of real 


substance arrived 
on tape in 1988. 


CHILDREN’S 

Judging in this category came down 
to a simple choice; E.T. or Cinderella. As 
unlike as two “competing” films could 
possibly be, both are technical master¬ 
pieces certain to elicit simple yet strong 
responses in viewers of all ages. But 
something about tbe way E.T. manipu¬ 
lates its audience with a programmed 
collection of emotional buttons labelled 
“cry,” “cheer” and “sigh” disturbs me. 
while the Disney classic is hardly am¬ 
biguous, it dates from a more idealistic 
time and avoids the topical pandering 
and high-concept desperation to please 
that spoils the Spielberg film. Despite its 
anti-feline bias (usually an immediate 
disqualifier to this partisan), the winner 
is — Cinderella. 

SLEEPER OF THE YEAR 

Finally, before we end the film por¬ 
tion of our ceremony, a special citation 
to an overlooked title of real merit: 
Three O'Clock High. As I said in a May 
1988 review, this “comedy noir of High 
Noon transplanted to a suburban 
school...turns the dreaded prospect of 
an unwanted showdown with the new 
bully on campus into an original, grip¬ 
ping, almost believable film. Well worth 
renting.” Director Phil Joanou’s subse¬ 
quent project —Rattle and Hum, a highly 
anticipated concert documentary about 
the rock band U2 —recently arrived in 
theaters. 

NON-THEATRICAL COMEDY 

Despite a plethora of funny made- 
for-video (mostly cable television) 
stand-up comedy tapes starring every¬ 
one from corny veterans (Rodney Dan- 
gerfield) and rising fringe stars (Bobcat 
Goldthwait) to young jerks (Dennis Mil¬ 
ler), the only comedy tapes that did it 
for me were eight volumes of Pee- wee’s 
Playhouse (seven single episodes and a 
three-show extravaganza) released by 
Hi-Tops. Kids are welcome to get what¬ 
ever they can from the show, but this 
adult finds complex layers of sarcastic, 
trenchant parody in it. A one-finger sa¬ 
lute to our runners-up, Penn and Teller, 
for their vindictive but uproarious col¬ 
lection of Cruel Tricks for Dear Friends. 

NON-THEATRICAL MUSIC 

David Bowie released a spectacular 


concert documentary; Elvis ’56 offered 
an exciting portrait of a year in tbe life; 
Talking Heads strung together its exem¬ 
plary video clips in Storytelling Giant; 
The Best of the Cutting Edge showed how 
clever music television can actually be; 
assorted concert documentaries (espe¬ 
cially of British benefit extravaganzas) 
raised money and consciousness. In 
short, even though paltry sales contin¬ 
ued to plague the field, there was no 
shortage of worthwhile music on video 
in 1988. 

The tape we selected as the year’s 
best could not have been released at a 
better time. Video fans awaiting the ar¬ 
rival of Clint Eastwood’s recent theatri¬ 
cal feature. Bird, are heartily encouraged 
to check out Celebrating Bird: The Tri¬ 
umph of Charlie Parker, a powerful and 
probing biography — complete with a full 
dose of tragedy —about the greatest jazz 
saxophonist that ever lived. 

KIDVID 

Quality programming does exist. Jim 
Henson’s new made-for-video series, 
Disney cartoons and Raffi’s concert 
tapes all provide alternatives to moronic 
superheroes and cheap assembly-line 
animation. Well-told stories that teach 
values and inspire imagination also sur¬ 
face from time to time. One such video 
is our winner, Abel’s Island. Described by 
our kidvid editor, Marianne Meyer, as “a 
gentle story of home and family pro¬ 
duced with extraordinary concern for 
detail,” this animated tale concerns a 
ritzy mouse who finds himself stranded 
on a desert island. 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

In a field that covers everything 
from channeling to golf, partisans of any 
specific activity should have no trouble 
selecting a favorite program. In the in¬ 
terests of general value, we selected a 
tape for everyone: Dr. Heimlich’s Home 
First-Aid Video, a cogent program from 
the doctor responsible for the life-saving 
anti-choking maneuver that bears his 
name. Calm, firm and practical, it’s an 
essential item for every home with a 
VCR. 

DOCUMENTARY 

For a thrilling look at the men and 
women of the last hundred years who 
have challenged the Earth’s remaining 
frontiers, and a parallel history of the 
magazine which has chronicled their 
feats, nothing beats The Explorers: A 
Century of Discovery. This National Geo¬ 
graphic program travels to the four cor¬ 
ners of the globe (and beyond) to 
capture and present spectacular footage 
of true adventurers in action. This is one 
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for the whole family to savor —educa¬ 
tional, entertaining and exciting. 

SPORTS 

There’s already enough sports on 
TV for my taste, so when it comes to 
pre-recorded athletics, I reach for some¬ 
thing a little out of the ordinary. Take a 
break from the high-stakes commercial 
competition of pro football, the over¬ 
blown nationalism of the Olympics, the 
quiet mundanity of golf and the ridicu¬ 
lous world of wrestling. Try Harlem 
Globetrotters: 6 Decades of Magic instead. 
Louis Gossett, Jr. narrates our champion 
Sports Program, recounting the fascinat¬ 
ing history of this one-of-a-kind basket¬ 
ball team. As you’d expect, this tape 
offers plenty of spectacular how’d-they- 
do-that footage. 

DUBIOUS ACHIEVEMENTS 

Some awards we briefly considered 
but ultimately thought better of; 

Most bewildering plot. Whoopi 
Goldberg runs up pointless message 
units in The Telephone. 

Best title. Sorority Babes in the 
Slimeball Bowl-a-Rama. 


Sweatiest siblings of the year. 

The Barbarian Brothers in The Barbar¬ 
ians. 

Titular confusion commenda¬ 
tion. Cop (Paramount), Rent-a-Cop ■ 
(HBO), Maniac Cop (TWE), Crazed 
Cop (Unicorn), The Cop and the Girl 
(World). ' 

Most ubiquitous actor on vid¬ 
eo. Kiefer Sutherland in The Lost Boys, 
Promised Land, Crazy Moon, The Killing 
Time, Bright Lights, Big City and Young 
Guns. 

Most unbelievable imitations 
of rock musicians by two actors 
who star in the same TV sitcom. 

Justine Bateman in Satisfaction and 
Michael J. Fox in Light of Day. 

Most unnatural performances 
by an entire cast. Joe Mantegna, | 
Lindsay Crouse, et al. in House of 
Games. 

Worst individual effort by an 
actor. Daryl Hannah in Wall Street. 

Technical merit award for 
making a movie look exactly like 
a TV show. Julia andfulia, shot in high- 
definition video. 

Hairdos from hell citation. 

Christopher Reeve, Burt Reynolds and ; 


Kathleen Turner in Switching Channels. [ 
Special Td-rather-be-watch- 
ing-Rambo award. Alan Alda for A 
New Life. 

Year’s best Traci Lords movie. 

Not of This Earth. ■ ^ 


TECH TIP 


Cleaning videodiscs j 

There is only one correct way to clean a 
LaserVision disc. Take a soft cloth and 
gently wipe the disc in a straight line 
from the label in the center toward the 
outer edge. Never wipe the disc in a cir¬ 
cular motion, following the tracks of mi¬ 
croscopic pits —and never wipe too 
hard. If a speck of grit is on your cloth, a j 
circular scratch might ruin a few mo¬ 
ments of program material, while a | 
scratch reaching from the center of the 
disc toward the outer edge might get by ! 
the player’s error correction. This clean¬ 
ing method is the same one recom¬ 
mended for Compact Discs. 


Smaller. And Better. 


The award-winning Olympus 
VX-802 Movie 8 camcorder. 
Small. Sophisticated. Simple 
to use. 

The highly acclaimed 
Olympus VX-S405 Super VMS. 


Cutting edge technology. For literature, call Olympus 
Digital special effects. toll-free: 1-800-433-0880. 

Advanced editing and audio/ Olympus Corporation, 
video dubbing. Incredible Consumer Products Group, 

Super VMS image quality. Woodbury, NY 11797. 

The Olympus camcorders- 
the best of both worlds. 
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BY MARK FLEISCHMANN 


DGIGS 

The year's best TVs 
draw new fans to 
a growing format. 


A sharp increase this year in the num¬ 
ber, diversity and quality of videodisc re¬ 
leases has made the minority format 
more attractive than ever to consumers. 
New companies — programming and 
hardware — have entered the field, and 
the surge in competition has hit the in¬ 
dustry like a shot of adrenaline. 

Viewers can see the results in our se¬ 
lection of 1988’s best discs, which honor 
titles for such things as overall technical 
excellence, supplementary material and 
improvement over previous issues. The 
winners include new versions of Psycho 
and The Graduate, as well as first-time 
discs of the Beatles’ classic A Hard Day's 
Night and the recent Tom Hanks/Dan 
Aykroyd adventure comedy. Dragnet. 
With the addition of outtakes and other 
previously unseen material, an old Ab¬ 
bott and Costello picture became a list- 
topper. Other awards recognize pro¬ 
grams—movies and non-theatrical pro¬ 
ductions — which are available only on 
videodisc. PolyGram’s commitment to 
what it calls CD Video earned a division 
of the company one such citation, for a 
concert of two Beethoven symphonies. 

The winning group illustrates a 
number of emerging trends. Several stu¬ 
dio labels, including MCA and MGM/ 
UA, now have executives who do noth¬ 
ing but supervise videodisc releases. As 
a result, discs (like MCA’s E.T., letter- 
boxed to preserve the picture’s original 
aspect ratio) are treated less frequently 
as ancillary afterthoughts than as oppor¬ 
tunities to offer videophiles various im¬ 
provements — and not just characteristic 
visual quality —over tape titles. Special 
disc releases, like Criterion’s North by 


Laser’s Leading 
Lights; 

Dan Aykroyd and Tom 
Hanks interrogate a 
suspect in Dragnet 
(above); E.T. goes un¬ 
dercover (near right); 
Janet Leigh and John 
Gavin ponder a bleak 
future in Psycho (far 
right). 


Northwest — which contains a bonus Al¬ 
fred Hitchcock interview — arc also be¬ 
coming more commonplace, taking 
advantage of discs’ high resolution and 
special-effect capabilities. The format’s 
increased vitality is also inducing fresh 
transfers and remasterings (some with 
newly processed digital sound) of films 
that were treated shabbily the first time. 

Nominations were solicited from Pi¬ 
oneer’s LDC America, Image Entertain¬ 
ment, The Criterion Collection and 
several laser-conscious press colleagues. 
Discs considered were released between 
October 1987 through September 1988, 
with one exception. 

After each releasing label, the plant 
where the disc was manufactured is list¬ 
ed. Until this year, Pioneer Video Manu¬ 
facturing (PVM) produced the over¬ 
whelming majority of discs sold in 
America. Now, however, many discs are 
arriving from the Philips-DuPont 


(PDO) facility in Great Britain. Pi¬ 
oneer’s Japanese plant and Minnesota’s 
3M account for smaller quantities of ex¬ 
ceptional discs. 

• Best in Sight and Sound (Col¬ 
or): Dragnet (MCA Home Video/ 
PVM). 

The opening credits roll over a gold 
badge, revealing minute flaws in the 
sculpted metal surface. After that atten- 
tion-gcttiiag intro, good color and sound 
clinch it for this wry Dan Aykroyd/Tom 
Hanks comedy vehicle. Honorable 
Mention —RoboCop (Orion-Imagc En- 
tertainmcnt/3M) has the punchiest 
soundtrack in video history; only the 
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BEST DISCS 



Classics Revisited; 
Stewart Granger in 
Scaramouche (right), 
Katharine Ross and 
Dustin Hoffman in The 
Graduate (far right), 
Wiifrid Brambeii and 
Ringo Starr in A Hard 
Day’s Night (bottom). 


Age. Transfer number two, on tape and 
disc from Embassy, suffered from “mal¬ 
adroit scanning” and “mediocre sound,” 
Video's Harvey Elliott wrote on its re¬ 
lease in 1985. But this lettcrboxed CAV 
version provides state-of-the-art render¬ 
ing of definitive comic performances by 
Dustin Hoffman and Anne Bancroft — 
and the appended screen tests make you 
appreciate their art all the more. The 
lettcrboxed Graduate, available only on 
disc, makes a great case for the medium 
and technological progress in general. 

• Most Improved (Black & 
White): Psycho (MCA Home Video/ 
PVM). 

The original transfer of Hitchcock’s 
masterpiece (sold on disc and tape and 
made from a scarred print) was greyish 
and flickery. The new transfer has a 
wider contrast range and far fewer flaws 
in the film source. Some still treasure 
the original MCA DiscoVision disc for 
its more filmic look, but my vote goes to 
this modernized version. It's available on 
both tape and disc, but disc is naturally 
the best way to see it. 

• Best Supplementary Material: 
Africa Screams (Image Entertain- 
ment/3M). 

This is one of those rare disc releases 
that makes an otherwise humdrum 
movie worth collecting. It has a unique 
feature: outtakes. The spectacle of Ab¬ 
bott and Costello blowing their lines 
and cussing is actually more fun than 
the 1949 movie itself. Also included are 
a production history and still files of set 
photos, lobby cards and other material. 
The transfer is also excellent. This is the 
most unusual disc since MCA released 
Topaz with three different endings. 

• Best Disc-only (Theatrical): 
Scaramouche (The Criterion Collec- 
tion/3M). 

This MGM swashbuckler set in pre- 


muted color of its cinematography kept 
it from top honors in this category. 

• Best in Sight and Sound 
(Black & White): A Hard Day’s Night, 
CAV version (The Criterion Collection/ 
PVM). 

Everything about this disc is excep¬ 
tional: photography, transfer, pressing. 
The deep black level uncannily mirrors 
an undertow of despair that intensifies 
the complex, cheeky humor of the Fab 
Four. A major attraction is the digital 
stereo sound. Buyers of the Hard Day’s 
Night CD have to make do with mono, 
but LV aficionados get crisp two-chan¬ 
nel sound with room-filling bass. Sup¬ 
plementary material includes an 
interview with director Richard Lester, 
his Running, Jumping & Standing Still 
film, and exemplary liner notes by Bruce 
Eder. A Hard Day’s Night is a milestone 
in movie musicals and video technology. 


• Most Improved (Color): The 

Graduate, CAV version. (The Criterion 
Collection/PVM). 

“Improvements,” in this context, 
come not only in the 150-line resolution 
difference between disc and tape but in 
upgraded film-to-tape transfers as well. 
The original videocassette transfer was 
done during video’s technological Stone 


Discs 
of 1988 


• Dragnet (MCA), Best in Sight and Sound (Color) 

• A Hard Day’s Night (The Criterion Collection), Best 
in Sight and Sound (Black &. White) 

• The Graduate (The Criterion Collection), Most 
Improved (Color) 

• Psycho (MCA), Most Improved (Black &. White) 

• Africa Screams (Image), Best Supplementary Material 

• Scaramouche (The Criterion Collection), Best Disc- 
Only Theatrical Release 

• Carlos Kleiber: Beethoven Symphonies 4 & 7 (Philips), 
Best Disc-Only Non-Theatrical Release 

• E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial (MCA), Special Merit 
Award 































revolutionary France dates from 1952, 
when the art of three-strip Technicolor 
was at its zenith. Even Mother Nature 
doesn’t create hues like these. 

• Best Disc-only (Non-Theatri¬ 
cal): Carlos Kleiber: Beethoven Sympho¬ 
nies 4& 7 (Philips/PDO). 

His CD and LP releases alone guar¬ 
antee this conductor a place in posterity 
as a brilliant, if eccentric, Beethoven in¬ 
terpreter. This videodisc, with the Con- 
certgebouw Orchestra of Amsterdam, is 
simply icing on the cake. Kleiber is a 
treat to watch; a spirited ham whose 
graceful body language is on a par with 
Leonard Bernstein’s. The analog rccord- 
f ing is digitally mixed and mastered. 

• Special Merit Award: E.T. The 
Extra-Terrestrial (MCA Home Video/ 
Pioneer-Japan). 

Eight months of work and several 
successive transfers bore fruit in this let- 
terboxed disc version of the ultimate 
Steven Spielberg film. It arrived too late 
for our cutoff date, but we’ve opened a 
loophole for it in the name of timeliness. 

In a banner year for discs, many ex¬ 
cellent releases must go unrewarded, 
but not unmentioned. Among 1988’s 
more noteworthy arrivals are the digital 
Doors Live and the Technicolorful Phan¬ 
tom of the Opera (MCA), letterboxed 
versions of Blade Runner and The 
Princess Bride (Criterion), the re¬ 
mastered James Bond series (MGM/ 
UA) and a few rare CAV animated ti¬ 
tles, including Lady and the Tramp (Dis¬ 
ney) and An American Tail (MCA). And 
an Honorable Mention must go to Fair- 
port Convention: It All Comes ’Round 
Again (Image) as the ultimate narrow- 
cast title —a program I thought would 
never make it to disc. 

* Next year’s crop already looks prom¬ 

ising. On the horizon at presstime are 
such tantalizing titles as Criterion’s Idt- 
terboxed North by Northwest and Singin' 
in the Rain. ■ 



TECH TIP 


Erase insurance 

It was a dark night. A hand reached to¬ 
ward an unfamiliar remote control only | 
recently given its programming orders. 
A finger aimed for the VCR play button, : 
but hit record instead. Several seconds 
of a valued movie were erased before the 
error was discovered. This will happen ■ 
to you unless you protect valuable items ' 
in your tape collection by removing the 
recording prevention tabs. They’re on, 
the spines of VHS cassettes and on the • 
bottoms of Beta cassettes. 


Tlte Lowest Price- 
GVARANTEED. 


$100 Reward 

if we csaitH beat your best price* 


YOU CAN BUY... 

Camcorders, TV’s, VCR’s, closed circuit systems, batteries, filters, lenses, 
microphones, special effect generators, tapes, tripods, universal remote 

... BELOW WHOLESALE 

AUDIO VIDEO CENTER Carries equipment manufactured by the 

— BEST NAMES IN THE BUSINESS — 

Azden, Canon, Fuji, Memorex, NEC, Panasonic, Panasonic (Industrial), 
Quasar, RCA, Saft, Sony, TDK, Toshiba, Videonics, Zenith. 

All our equipment is bought directly from the manufacturers 
with full U.S. warranty - NO GRAY GOODS! 


l-800;2J8-9700 

AUDIO VIDEO CENTER 

4128S. Florida Ave., Lakeland, FL33813 (813)644-7330 

'Merchandise must carry U.S.A. warranty (no gray goods). Merchandise i 





CHALLENGE USfff 


Picture Perfect! 



Video-Cine converter 

Transfer slides, 8mm, super 8 or 16mm 
movie film to VCR tape Hi-contrast rear 
projection screen allows VCR to copy 
images with more color and resolution 
than the original! 

$9095 

Model v-1701 



Video / Audio Enhancer 

Now you can connect two VCR's to 
make duplicate video tapes that look 
and sound as good as the original! 
Enhances stereo or mono; built-in 
dubbing cables Features long-life 
gold connectors ^ 


$ 28 = 


TOLL FREE fig 

ELECTRONICS 800-648-2626 ^ 

260 Motor Pkwy, Hauppauge, NY 11788 (NY State 800-832-1446 Ext. 242) USElHl 

ASK FOR FREE CATALOG Money orders, checks accepted. Please add $4.50 

per item shipping and handling. NYS residents add appropriate sales tax. n 
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BY LOU KESTEN 





Nineteen eighty-eight may have been another milestone year 
for home video, but there were plenty of silly events to offset 
the great ones. Take the phenomenal success of E.T. Pepsi¬ 
Cola, which lined up a lucrative sponsorship deal with MCA 
(which issued the tape) must have been thrilled by the tape’s 
enormous sales. But did anyone at Pepsi notice that Coca- 
Cola is featured prominently in several scenes? Still, 12 million 
E.T. videocassettes translates into a lot of potential Pepsi 
buyers, and Pepsi executives were philosophical about taking 
the bad news with the good. We feel the same. It’s great that 
E.T. finally came out, but 1988 also brought us such sci-fi clas¬ 
sics as Deathrow Gameshow in addition to Hell Comes to Frogtown and the forgettable 
Superman TV: The Quest for Peace. The world of video has a wacky, unpredictable 
side as well —and now that we’ve shown you the best of the year, here’s the rest. 


LOOK OUT, ROGER EBERT 

Baseball Hall-of-Famer Yogi Berra has 
begun a new career as a film critic. His 
criteria: “I love movies when I like 
them.” Yogi liked Good Morning, Viet- 
nam because “you know [Robin Will¬ 
iams] ad-libbed this all by himself.” He 
outlined the moral of Wall Street: “Greed 
is terrible, unless you get in on the 
ground floor.” And he wasn’t surprised 
that Cher and Olympia Dukakis were 
nominated for Oscars, because “they 
had already won the Golden Glove 
awards.” 


BABY, DON’T GET HOOKED ON ME 

Fire and Ice Productions of San Fran¬ 
cisco debuted BabyViswN, the first vid¬ 
eocassette for babies between nine and 
36 months old. The tape consists of six 
vignettes featuring toys, animals, liquids, 
plants and flowers. According to pro¬ 
ducer Barron Christian, the video is 
meant to “amplify the bonding experi- 


From nude cops to marathon viewing, 
1988 had more than its share of not- 
quite-ready-for-prime-time events. 
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cos AND EFFECT 

Michael S. Allen of Riverdale, Illinois 
shot and killed his SS-year-old mother 
because she insisted on watching The 
Cosby Show. 


WHAT AUSSIES DO WHEN THEY’RE 
NOT WRESTLING ALLIGATORS 

David Woods, a 24'year'old unem¬ 
ployed carpenter, set a world record by 
watching television continuously for 168 
hours —from a box suspended 20 yards 
above a busy street in Sydney, Australia. 
“Most of the shows were pretty good,” 
said Woods, who had a masseur and an 
electric nerve stimulator to help keep 
him alert. 



LOCK UP YOUR DAUGHTERS 

During his trial, Robert Chambers, con¬ 
fessed murderer of Jennifer Levin, was 
videotaped at a New York party where 
he smoked marijuana and made jokes 
about the death. He twisted the head of 
a doll, saying, “My name is —oops! I 
think I killed it.” Later, during a game of 
charades. Chambers pretended to choke 
himself and fell down. One of his female 
friends guessed the correct answer: 
“Death of a Salesman.” 



M-l-C (SEE YOU IN COURT). . . 

Satellite dish owner Arthur Anderson of Redwood, Connecticut was having trouble 
receiving the Disney Channel, thanks to a 50-foot oak tree in the yard of neighbor 
Charles Marriner. So Anderson took matters into his own hands: he chopped the 
tree down. 

“That dish has caused me more problems,” Anderson confessed. “We’re TV ad¬ 
dicts. Me and my wife watch it all the time. Disney. Baseball. The Yankees. We pick 
it all up. I got bicycle races on now. You’ve never seen anything like it.” 

Marriner remained unsympathetic. “He knew what he was doing. We’re all just 
lucky it didn’t fall on somebody.” 


POLICE ACADEMY VI: NEW YORK’S FINEST 

Six Metro-North police officers were suspended after local news programs broadcast 
a videotape called “Bubba on Patrol.” The tape featured Sgt. Richard DeClara in 
Grand Central Station taunting a homeless black man, asking, “When did you no¬ 
tice you were turning black? Did you find yourself wanting a lot of watermelon, tap 
dancing, shining shoes?” The questioning continued, with DeClara concluding, “I 
hope in the next couple of weeks you turn white again.” 

The tape also showed DeClara, naked save for his holster, cap, tic and boots, 
making his rounds through the nearly deserted train station. 


IT WOULDN’T FIT ON A KIELBASA 

The International Banana Association protested a PBS documentary about 
AIDS in which a banana was used to demonstrate the proper use of a 
condom. “The banana is an important product,” wrote IBA 
president Robert M. Moore, “and deserves to be treated 
with respect and consideration.” 



JANUARY 1989 VIDEO 73 



































BY RON HARRIS 
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Music, editing and imagination are the keys that 
can turn baby tapes into watchable entertainment. 


They don’t do much: They lie there, 
coo, cry, eat, sleep. They don’t really 
laugh; they hardly even move. Certainly 
they don’t crawl, jump or pull the cat’s 
tail. They’re newborns: little people who 
turn otherwise rational adults into par¬ 
ents, causing them to buy a camcorder, 
shoot their infants every waking mo¬ 
ment, and then —after months of tor¬ 
menting visitors to the House of Home- 
Movie Horrors — throw the gear in the 
closet until the kid starts Little League. 

But it doesn’t have to be this way. 
Anyone with a camcorder and a VCR 
can put together terrifically entertaining 
baby videos that are as far removed from 
boring home movies as home movies are 
from hand-flicked animation booklets. 

1 speak from experience. My wife 
and I had our first child a few months 
ago and we, like other new parents we 
met at the hospital, bought a camcorder 
expressly for the occasion. Like most of 
them, we had few plans other than to 
point it at mommy and baby, tape away 
and show the results to the grand¬ 
parents. But that got old fast, even to 
the grandparents. 


We live in a world in which my 52- 
year-old mother loves watching Bruce 
Springsteen on MTV and digs Miami 
Vice. If slick video with smart pacing, 
creative editing and appropriate music is 
what people want, then that, I told my¬ 
self, is what they’ll get. And so, with 
much less effort than I had anticipated, I 
made not only a baby rock video but 
also baby video letters, postcards and 
even a baby comedy. I’ve also begun 
planning a baby documentary, along 
with a video keepsake to give my son 
when he’s grown up. 

ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT 

The key isn’t anything technical, it’s 
a willingness to approach “home mov¬ 
ies” in a different way than our parents 
did. While this applies to any kind of 
video you shoot, it’s essential with such 
a static subject as a newborn. 

First, forget about editing in-cam¬ 
era—don’t even try to make everything 
perfect the first time. You might have 
done that in the bad old days of home 
movies, when you were bound by an im¬ 
mutable three-minute roll of film. When 



it came back from 
the processor, you 
had to run it on 
the projector with 
all the jerky cuts, 
awkward mo¬ 
ments and regret- 
table mistakes 
intact. Unless you 
had home film¬ 
editing equipment 
(or a sure hand 
with razor blade 
and tape), you 
couldn’t edit out 
the bad parts or 
rearrange sequences, let alone use a par¬ 
ticular shot more than once. 

With video, of course, you can do all 
these things easily. So the first step in 
making a great baby video is to throw 
out old notions of what to shoot and 
how much. Shoot everything. No one 
but you has to sec the raw-footage reel 
from which you’ll later extract choice 
moments. 

How do you choose what to shoot 
and what to pick from what you’ve shot? 
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I Got You Babe: 

Small, personal details 
and everyday objects 
like toys and clothes 
are Important compo¬ 
nents of the successful 
baby documentary. 


These are personal decisions, of course, 
but it’s helpful to keep aesthetic and 
documentary considerations in mind. 

The aesthetic approach requires an 
eye for movement (on an infant swing, 
in a parent’s arms), color (of mobiles, 
baby clothes, stuffed animals) and light¬ 
ing (the sun setting behind your baby, 
the diffused light of early morning, the 
waning light of late afternoon). Let the 
camcorder run and run, and shoot a mix 
of all these elements to give yourself a 


large variety of shots from which to 
choose. 

The second aspect —the documen¬ 
tary—is to me the more important of 
the two. Style is fine, but it’s empty 
without substance. Among the compo¬ 
nents of a documentary approach are 
significant moments (e.g., christening, 
baptism, circumcision), small, personal 
details (a toothless smile, eyes that fol¬ 
low a mobile), the surroundings in 
which all this happens (cars, church, 


bedroom) and the accoutrements of ev¬ 
eryday life (clothing, food, toys). 

FROM THE BEGINNING 

The most significant moment, of 
course, is the birth itself. Many parents 
toy with the idea of taping this, and a 
few even try to do it. Unfortunately, the 
medical profession resists this as strongly 
as it resisted allowing husbands in the 
delivery room a generation ago. 

My wife and I tried — and failed — to 
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tape our son’s birth. We were able to 
shoot in the hospital labor room, where 
the mother-to-be is monitored until de¬ 
livery is imminent, and in the recovery 
room, where the parents and child are 
together for an hour or so after the 
birth. But the hospital would not allow 
the actual delivery to be videotaped, 
even from behind a window. (Although 
1 did catch a thrilling moment when a 
nurse called out, “There’s the head!’’) 

1 also managed to tape a message 
from my wife to our unborn child in the 
labor room. Paula looked up at the cam¬ 
corder and said, “Hello, baby. It’s nine 
o’clock at night, and I’ve been in labor 
since four this afternoon. Everything is 
going fine, and you sound healthy and 
strong. We’ll see you soon. We love 
you.” We can hardly wait to show this to 
our son. 

I also taped a beautiful scene in re¬ 
covery, where the doctor posed with our 
baby and my wife and then graciously 
videotaped our new family together. 
The head nurse brought in Lorin’s tiny 
footprints on a form, which the staff had 
signed with their best wishes, and we 
videotaped that using the camcorder’s 
macro function. 

Over the next couple of days, we re¬ 
corded Lorin in his hospital bassinet, 
with the maternity ward’s bright blue 
“I’m a boy!” card above his head. We 
taped him in his first outfit, leaving the 
hospital for his first sight of the outside 
world. We taped Paula carrying Lorin 
into our apartment house for the first 
time. And, of course, we taped copious 


footage of the grandparents feeding and 
holding Lorin for their first time. If our 
family were religious, we would have 
taped all the appropriate ceremonies. 

TWO DAYS TO SIX WEEKS 

The first couple of days were over. 
What next? We taped generic shots of 
Lorin sleeping, eating, crying, being 
bathed and changed and turning his 
head from side to side. I then taped very 
little until he was three weeks old and 
had begun doing such things as lifting 
himself up on his arms and swinging in 
the electric swing (movement!). By six 
weeks, he was starting to smile and was 
actively following the mobiles above his 
crib. He had also begun pushing up with 
his legs and “standing” with help. 


All good parents notice these won¬ 
derful incremental changes. They’re so 
fleeting, though, that few first-timers 
think of trying to capture them on tape. 
Have patience. Taping these things is 
like filming a nature documentary — 
sometimes, to get those special mo¬ 
ments, you simply have to put the cam¬ 
corder in a strategic place and let it run. 

EDITED FOR TELEVISION 

Once you’ve accumulated plenty of 
raw footage, you’re ready to make a ter¬ 
rific baby tape. It’s really pretty easy. 
Simply connect the camcorder’s view¬ 
finder, scan through the tape and pick 
out shots you might include. Be gener¬ 
ous. You’re not breaking any promises if 
you don’t use everything you’ve picked. 


Here are some additional soundtrack song ideas. In the 
case of downbeat (“Angie”) or eccentric (“Excitable 
Boy”) songs, you might just use excerpts. Virtually all are 
available on singles, albums or compilations. 

Personal Name Songs 
Angie (Rolling Stones, 1973) 

Barbara (Temptations, 1960) 

Beth (Kiss, 1976) 

Oh! Carol (Neil Sedaka, 1959) 

Clair (Gilbert O'Sullivan, 1972) 

Diana (Paul Anka, 1957) 

Donna (Ritchie Valens, 1959) 

Frankie (Connie Francis, 1959) 

Lady Jane (Rolling Stones, 1966) 
jean (Oliver, 1969) 

Jennifer Juniper (Donovan, 1968) 

Joanna (Kool and the Gang, 1984) 

Johnny B. Goode (Chuck Berry, 1958) 
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Jot down the counter numbers of spe¬ 
cific shots for quick access to them later. 
Now you’re ready to start building a fin¬ 
ished tape, using the simplest home-vid¬ 
eo editing technique (“assemble ed¬ 
iting”) , which consists of laying your first 
shot at the beginning of the tape, and 
then adding shot after shot in sequence. 

Put the receiving VCR on record 
and pause. In the camcorder’s view¬ 
finder, bring up the shot you want to 
start with. Using the camcorder’s play 
and pause controls, freeze-frame that 
I shot’s starting point in the viewfinder. 
Now release the VCR’s pause button 
and then the camcorder’s pause button. 
(Do it in this order. It usually takes a 
second or two for a VCR to go from 
pause to record.) When you reach the 

Judy (Frankie Vaughn, 1958) 

Oh Julie (Barry Manilow, 1982) 

Louie Louie (Kingsmen, 1963) 

Michelle (Beatles, 1965) 

Mickey (Toni Basil, 1981) 

Nadine (Chuck Berry, 1964) 

Rosanna (Toto, 1982) 

Sara (Fleetwood Mac, 1980) 

Shannon (Flcnry Gross, 1976) 

Sheila (Tommy Roe, 1962) 

Wendy (Beach Boys, 1964) 

General Subject Songs 
I Baby, I Love You (Ronettes, 1964) 

Baby Love (Supremes, 1964) 

■ New Kid in Town (Eagles, 1977) 
Beautiful Boy (John Lennon, 1980) 

I Excitable Boy (Warren Zevon, 1978) 

My Girl (Temptations, 1965) —RH 



end of the shot, hit the VCR’s pause 
button again (it usually takes a second 
or two to go from record back to pause). 
That’s it. You’ve laid your first shot, and 
you’re ready to repeat the process ad in¬ 
finitum. (There’s a more ambitious tech¬ 
nique known as insert editing, but it 
requires a VCR or camcorder with that 
specific capability and, preferably, flying 
erase heads.) 

Which shots do you choose? In our 
case —a 15-minute extravaganza —I be¬ 
gan with a shot of Lorin alone in his 
crib, followed by hands reaching down 
to pick him up and a shot introducing 
Paula (holding Lorin). I knew which 
songs 1 was going to use on the sound¬ 
track, so I tried to make the rhythm of 
my cuts match the beat in my head. 
(This is a crude way of doing things, but 
it works.) 

For the first segment, in which I 
used John Lennon’s soft and wistful 
“Beautiful Boy,” I chose longish shots 
that emphasized Lorin’s cuteness and 
laughter. For the next segment, which 
flashed back to Lorin’s birth, I enhanced 
the documentary flavor by skipping the 
music and using “wild sound” —the ac¬ 
tual sounds recorded at the moment (in¬ 
cluding the nurse’s triumphant cry). I 


followed that with our recovery-room 
and homecoming scenes. 

For the next segment, I wanted to 
break away with a bang. I chose a tough, 
rhythmic rock song: Bonnie Tyler’s 
“Holding Out for a Hero.” Quick cuts 
and lots of different angles, together 
with the music, work best with such 
songs. For the final section, I chose a 
comical song—Warren Zevon’s “Excita¬ 
ble Boy” — and used shots of Lorin look¬ 
ing cool in sunglasses, headphones and 
hip baby clothes. 

As for the technique of laying in the 
music, just follow the handful of steps 
on the Audio Dub page of your VCR 
owner’s manual. That’s it. 

BEYOND BABY VIDEOS 

Home music videos are perhaps the 
most ambitious undertaking in this field 
but, as you can see, even they’re not 
that hard to produce. Using the tech¬ 
niques we’ve described, you can even 
more easily put together other types of 
tapes: 

• Baby video letter. Videotape your¬ 
selves saying “Dear Uncle Chuck and 
Aunt Rhoda, we’d like to tell you about 
the baby, but even more, we’d like to 
continued on page 133 
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BY LANCELOT BRAITHWAITE 



A swivelling TV that can 
remember where you 
like to sit highlights 
Bang & Olufsen's 
U.S. video debut. 


Room Organizers: 

The 26-inch Beovision 
MX5000 TV rests on a 
motorized stand that 
swivels to face viewers, 
and aiso houses the 
Beocord VX5000 
S-VHS VCR. Both com- 
piement B&O speakers 
and audio components, 
which have iong been 
availabie here. 


All for One: 

The slim Beolink 1000 
remote controls the TV, 
the VCR, a motorized 
stand, some audio 
components and a sat¬ 
ellite receiver. 


Even if you aren’t a big audio buff you’ve 
probably heard of Bang & Olufsen and 
wondered why the Danish firm has nev¬ 
er produced any video equipment for 
the United States. Well, B&O’s first 
NTSC TV and VCR are on the way and 
they are both innovative, top-of-the-line 
units. The Beovision TV is a high-reso¬ 
lution set with a unique computer-con¬ 
trolled tuner, while the Beocord Super 
VHS VCR boasts extensive digital ef¬ 
fects. To top it off, the system offers a 
TV stand with a swivelling base that lets 
you adjust the set’s viewing angle by re¬ 
mote control, so that the TV faces you 
no matter where you sit. 

Bang & Olufsen equipment is 
known for a sense of style, sturdiness 
and functionality that has revolu¬ 
tionized furniture and appliance design. 
Two of its products, a turntable and an 
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through input for a cable box (dupli¬ 
cated on the VCR), twin five-watt am¬ 
plifiers to drive either internal or 
external speakers, line-level audio out¬ 
put for feeding an audio system with or 
without control logic, comb and chroma 
filters and even automatic compensa¬ 
tion for tube aging and other irregu¬ 
larities that may affect color or black & 
white programs. 

The matching Super VHS VCR, the 
Beocord VX5000, uses a tuner similar to 
that in the TV. It has a flying erase head 
for moire-free edits and four video heads 
in a double-azimuth configuration. Its 
1.3-megabit digital circuitry offers effects 
that include picture-in-pictute, televi¬ 
sion-in-television, freeze, strobe, mosaic, 
art, variable-speed slow motion, double¬ 
speed play, still and frame advance. 

continued on page 135 


audio cassette recorder, are in the per¬ 
manent collection of New York’s Muse¬ 
um of Modern Art. Danish design is 
intended to evoke a feeling of both 
sparseness and friendliness, and to deliv¬ 
er the best possible performance while 
pleasing the eye. Bang & Olufsen’s first 
American TV and VCR live up to this 
mandate. 

In Europe Bang &. Olufsen has a 
reputation as one of the best manufac¬ 
turers of PAL and SECAM televisions. 
However, its first NTSC television will 
not be a modified European set, even 
though the chips in those sets can de¬ 
code NTSC signals. Instead Bang & 
Olufsen has designed the 26-inch Beovi- 
sion MX5000 from the ground up. It will 
be built in the United States mostly us¬ 
ing American parts. It differs from other 
sets in its design and performance speci¬ 


fications. For example, its frequency 
synthesis tuner uses internal software to 
control its functions, increasing accu¬ 
racy and efficiency. (Manual fine tuning 
may be needed to avoid interference 
from adjacent channels.) 

The picture tube delivers high reso¬ 
lution for Super VHS tapes and video¬ 
discs without sacrificing brightness and 
contrast. While the set offers standard 
RCA-type connectors for audio and vid¬ 
eo, a special connector carries signals 
along with data to and from the match¬ 
ing VCR. When stations are added or 
deleted from the tuner of either the 
VCR or the TV, corresponding adjust¬ 
ments are made in the other device. 
However, the two may act indepen¬ 
dently for maximum flexibility. 

All the most desirable features of a 
television are present, including a loop- 























































Theatrical Releases 



My Blue Hell: Sean Penn plays a hotheaded young policeman fighting Los Angeles street gangs in Colors. 


Colors 

1988. Sean Penn, Robert Duvall, Maria 
Conchita Alonso, Glenn Plummer; dir. 
Dennis Hopper. I27m. (R) Hi St cc 
$89.98. Orion. Image: good. 

As a film subject, organized teenage 
violence rivals international warfare in 
popularity. Every modern decade has 
been shocked anew by cinematic consid¬ 
erations of antisocial adolescent behav¬ 
ior in the squalid urban nightmare. As 
in real life, the level of depravity and 
weaponry in such movies has consis¬ 
tently escalated. Thirty years ago, the 
worst weapons wielded in gang warfare 
were zip guns or knives. Colors, an ap¬ 
parently accurate depiction of a ram¬ 
pant crime problem in contemporary 
Los Angeles, raises the stakes to drive- 
by assassinations with submachine guns. 
What’s left? Nuclear bombs? 

Duvall plays Bobby Hodges, a veter¬ 
an cop who believes that building rap¬ 
port with young thugs is the best way to 
control them. Penn is Danny McGavin, 
a young hotshot with a mean streak and 
little patience for the indirect action of 
his partner. For two hours —with time 
out for a picnic at Hodges’ house and 
sex between Danny and his Mcxican- 
Amcrican fling, Louisa (Alonso) — the 
pair rides L.A.’s mean streets in an un¬ 
marked car, looking for trouble. 

Given the subject matter, Dennis 
Hopper’s sure-handed direction and two 
hard-nosed stars. Colors should have 
been a gripping, aggressive picture. Un¬ 
fortunately, it’s rarely exciting, lacks mo¬ 
mentum and never jells. Worse, it relies 
on far too many cops-and-robbers cli¬ 
ches. Despite the film’s considerable 
length, the sketchy plot merely stitches 
together implausibly related coinci¬ 
dences amid non-stop shoot-’em-up ac- 

Borrowing moves from Baretta, Star- 
sky and Hutch, Miami Vice, Dirty Harry, 
West Side Story and countless other cop 
shows. Colors runs a familiar gamut of 
rousts, car chases, fights, cultural 
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chasms, lectures and public outrage. 
Two rival gangs provide the requisite vi¬ 
olence hy massacring each other in an 
endless war over turf, honor and the 
right to sell crack. 

Despite the effort to give the picture 
gritty street reality with believable cast¬ 
ing, slang and music, Colors is merely a 
by-the-book cop movie in modern garb. 
Duvall’s performance is top-notch, but 
first-timer Michael Schiffer’s unimpres¬ 
sive screenplay —strictly a mix of rote 
and newspaper articles — leaves him and 
Penn playing hollow, stereotypical char¬ 
acters unworthy of their talents. In this 
instance, at least, reality is far more dis¬ 
turbing than fiction. — Ira Robbins 


Stand and Deliver 

1988. Edward James Olmos, Lou Diamond 
Phillips, Rosana De Soto; co-wr.ldir. 
Ramon Menendez. I03m. (PC) Hi cc 
$89.95. Spanish sub. V Hi $89.95. LV CX 
cc $24.98. Warner. V image: good. 

“Knowledge is good.” That immortal 
motto of the beleaguered university in 
National Lampoon's Animal House also 
applies to the more high-minded Stand 
and Deliver. The sweet story of a dedi¬ 
cated high-school math teacher and his 
East Los Angeles students adapts the 
Rocky saga to the blackboard jungle. De¬ 
spite a shortage of thrills. Stand and De¬ 
liver makes a nice modern-day fairy tale, 
thanks to its enthusiastically honorable 
intentions. 


Arriving at run-down Garfield High 
for his first year of classes, eager Jaime 
Escalante (Olmos) faces an uphill bat¬ 
tle. The students would rather fight 
than learn, and the weary faculty lacks 
the desire to halt their downward spiral. 
No problem for this balding savior in 
baggy leisure clothes, though. Teasing, 
kidding, nagging and cajoling, Escalante 
miraculously transforms 18 of his kids 
into math marvels who eventually pass 
the advanced placement test in calcu¬ 
lus. (Anyone who’s ever agonized over 
the subject will have trouble believing 
that, but evidently it happened.) 

Simple academic success isn’t the 
stuff of great drama, of course. Enter 


bad-guy cops from the testing service. 
Assuming poor Hispanic kids couldn’t 
do so well without cheating, they set out 
to prove fraud — and pressure the class 
into retaking the test. No points for 
guessing the outcome. 

Olmos’ dynamic performance keeps 
the pedestrian story on course. His gre¬ 
garious Escalante is light-years away 
from the taciturn Lt. Castillo of Miami 
Vice. Olmos deftly conveys Escalante’s 
relentless missionary zeal without get¬ 
ting obnoxious; the man seems too good 
to be true, but you probably would have 
to be a saint to feel that kind of commit¬ 
ment. The students, including Lou Dia¬ 
mond Phillips as the class bad boy, make 
a likable, if unmemorable, chorus. 


One thing Stand and Deliver can’t do 
is capture the pure magic of learning — 
the heady, cosmic feeling that results 
when the old brain discovers new terri¬ 
tory. While such poetry may be beyond 
the scope of this good-hearted film, ev¬ 
erything else adds up, even for those 
who can’t tell a logarithm from a sine 
curve. — Jon Young 


The Dead 

1987. Anjelica Huston, Donal McCann, 
Marie Kean; dir. John Huston. 82m. (PC) 
Hi St cc $89.98. Vestron. LV $35.95. Im^ 
age. V image: good. 

Only in art can the living and the 
dead meet on equal terms. James Joyce 
knew this in 1907 when he wrote his 
novella The Dead, partly to exorcize the 
ghost of his wife’s long-dead first love. 
John Huston also knew it when, at age 
80 and in the terminal stages of emphy¬ 
sema, he turned it into his last film. 

On January 6, 1904, the Feast of the 
Epiphany, the Morkans —two old-maid 
sisters and a spinster niece — throw their 
annual holiday party, with music, danc¬ 
ing and poetry preceding a sumptuous 
feast. The guests include friends, rela¬ 
tions, past and present music pupils and 
Gabriel Conroy (McCann), a university 
lecturer so possessed by his intellectual 
futility that he fails to notice that the 
mind of Greta (Huston), his wife, is 
clearly elsewhere. 

Though there’s not much story to 
tell, this is one of the most novclistic 
films ever made. Its 82 minutes are jam- 
packed with character, feeling, tragi¬ 
comic detail and social comment, some 
of the latter added by Huston and his 
son Tony, who wrote the script. The 
large, wonderful ensemble of Irish char¬ 
acter players has a grand time portraying 
the partygoers, who arc blissfully un¬ 
aware that they’ve let themselves be 
trapped by memories of an idealized past 
and cut off from their own culture. (A 
woman who challenges Gabriel’s intel¬ 
lectual integrity and lack of national 
feeling symbolically leaves the party ear¬ 
ly.) The physical detail is telling, the 
photography (which seems a bit washed 
out in the transfer) glowing and the ed¬ 
iting almost musical in its ability to cap¬ 
ture the right facial expression at the 
right moment. 
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Doyen of The Dead: 

John Huston (left), his 
daughter Anjelica and 
Donal McCann on 
the set of the director’s 
final film. 


great American trash novel. In the bar¬ 
gain, he falls prey to hostile movers, 
bugs, the bumpkin citizenry of Redbud, 
Vermont and, ultimately, competition 
from his own wife in the writing sweep- 
stakes. Although there are some theo¬ 
retical laughs (e.g., a dog too lazy to 
remove his own tail from the crackling 
fire), most of the comic concepts are 
achingly unoriginal; poor Chevy’s role 
makes even the scantiest Saturday Night 
Live character seem omni-dimensional 
by contrast. 

Director George Roy Hill (Butch 
Cassidy, The Sting) has done well in the 
past with action comedies, but slapstick 
is not his forte. Funny Farm is a string of 
contrived sit-com sequences poorly 
mixed with some equally contrived mar¬ 
ital tension. If you’ve been waiting for 
Chevy Chase to make the great Ameri¬ 
can comedy, forget it. However, if you’ve 
been hankering for National Lampoon’s 
New England Vacation (or is that Green 
Acres: The Motion Picture!), it’s harvest 
time. —John Walker 


Off Limits 

1988. Willem Dafoe, Gregory Hines, Fred 
Ward, Scott Glenn; dir. Christopher 
Crowe. 102m. (R) Hi St cc $89.98. LV 
also. CBS/Fox. Image: good. 

Above the Law 

1988. Steven Seagal, Pam Grier, Sharon 
Stone, Henry Silva; co-pr. Seagal; co-pr./ 
co-wr.jdir. Andrew Davis. 99m. (R) Hi ss 
cc $89.95. Spanish sub. V Hi ss $89.95. 
LV CX ss $24.98. Warner. V image: excel. 

The Vietnam-era conspiracy films in 
which such wholesome crusaders as 
Warren Beatty (The Parallax View) or 
Robert Redford (Three Days of the Con¬ 


dor) uncovered government corruption 
with stealth, brains and nary a trigger 
pulled have now given way to the shoot- 
first/dcduce-later grittincss of Off Limits 
and Above the Law. Audiences now de¬ 
mand that bureaucratic villains be ex¬ 
posed as fast and destructively as 
possible within Hollywood’s tired “bud¬ 
dy cop” format. Above the Law tries to fit 
this genre with uneasy polemics, while 
Off Limits conducts its investigation 
with political depth and taut suspense. 

Off Limits uses a seedily realized set¬ 
ting of ’68 Saigon, a city full of rotten 
military personnel and other dregs of 
war. Tearing apart this cesspool are 
McGriff and Perkins (Dafoe and Hines), 
two cops out to bust a U.S. officer who 
shoots prostitutes for kicks. While doz¬ 
ens of police thrillers have used similar 
plots, none has sent its lawmen onto a 
battlefield or into a bunker in search of 
their quarry. 

The menacing backdrop gives the 
film intrigue and excitement, but Crowe 
doesn’t just ride on his unusual location. 
He throws red herrings at the detectives 
as they dodge gunfire. Bouncing off each 
other with profane wit, Dafoe and Hines 
are strikingly intense as the unhinged 
anti-heroes, driven nuts by the seeming 
pointlessness of a murder investigation 
in a city where sudden death is com¬ 
monplace. However, it’s Scott Glenn 
who best sums up Off Limits’ crazed en¬ 
ergy as Colonel Armstrong, a suspect 
who orders the duo to question him at 
gunpoint while he nonchalantly shoves 
North Vietnamese soldiers from his heli¬ 
copter. 

just as merciless on ’80s Chicago 
streets is Nico (Seagal), Above the Law’s 
“good” cop who karate-chops, shoots 
and dismembers his foes before giving 


Huston saves his trump card for the 
last scene, when Greta’s secret is re¬ 
vealed to tie together the movie’s 
themes with powerful emotion. Gabriel’s 
final narration on the power the dead 
hold over the living is accompanied by a 
montage of snow falling over Dublin and 
the universe —images of peace and wist¬ 
ful resignation that oblige critics to drag 
out catch-phrases like “unutterably 
moving.” —Sol Louis Siegel 


Funny Farm 

1988. Chevy Chase, Madolyn Smith, Jo¬ 
seph Maher; dir. George Roy Hill. lOlm. 
(PG) Hi ss cc $89.95. Spanish sub. V Hi 
St $89.95. LV CX ss $24.98. Warner. V 
image: good. 

There arc two mischosen words in 
the title of Chevy Chase’s latest film, 
and one of them is “farm.” Wilted cli¬ 
ches sprout like weeds as Funny Farm 
digs a shallow furrow across the acreage 
of American comedy. The only subject 
that doesn’t get the limp lampoon treat¬ 
ment is farming. 

Chase plays Andy Farmer, a sports- 
writer who forsakes the city to write the 


Guerillas in Our Midst: Chevy Chase Tights a losing 
battle lor laughs in Funny Farm. 
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Man Facing Southeast: Ofl Limits' Willem Dafoe 
stalks a murderer in war-torn 1968 Saigon. 


them a lecture on governmental respon¬ 
sibility. Nico is one very strange liberal, 
and Seagal’s vehicle has a screwed-up 
plot to match his political conscious¬ 
ness. The movie somehow involves Lat¬ 
in drug lords, Salvadoran refugees and a 
crusading senator marked for assassina¬ 
tion, but, the jumble is just an excuse for 
this Terminator-with-a-badge to beat 
the crap out of people. Though the 
deadpan Seagal tries to break through to 
action stardom as Chuck Norris did in 
the director’s previous Code of Silence, 
his charisma and Davis’ pyrotechnic tal¬ 
ents are mostly lost in the inscrutable 
plot. All Seagal proves is that his meth¬ 
ods are no better than the govern¬ 
ment’s—a perfect statement for the 
current wave of corruption. 

—Daniel Schweiger 


Shy People 

1988. Jill Clayburgh, Barbara Hershey, 
Martha Plimpton, Mare Winningham; co- 
wr./dir. Andrei Konchalovsky. U9m. (R) 
Hi ss cc $89.95. LV CX ss $39.98. Warn¬ 
er. V image: good. 

Ever wonder what would have hap¬ 
pened if Jed Clampett had gone crazy? 
Or Granny had decided to crack open 
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I Jethro’s head with an ax? If you have, 
then check out Shy People. Jill Clay¬ 
burgh plays Diana Sullivan, a posh re¬ 
porter who ventures to the Louisiana 
bayou to meet long-lost kinfolk. Accom- 
^ panied by her coke-snorting daughter 
(Plimpton), Diana —who says pithy 
things like “Don’t you sec I can help 
you? I’m from Cosmopolitan” — meets the 
weirdest clan this side of the Addams 
' Family. 

Pa’s been dead 15 years, but his por¬ 
trait still rules with an iron hand. Ma 
(Hershey) offers glib philosophy — 
“You’re either hot or cold’’ —while 
shooting poachers with a huge pistol. 
And then there arc the four boys: a half- 
, wit with a two-headed turtle, a loud¬ 
mouth with a pregnant teen wife, a run- 
■ away who manages a striptease joint in 
I town and a rebel who’s locked in the 
I barn for no apparent reason (and gets 
beaten with a crowbar when he claims 
I Pa is dead). 

Into all this comes the sensitive (?) 
reporter (“That’s absurd,’’ she tells Ma 
during an interview) as an emissary from 
crass civilization. Although Hershey 
gives a spirited, at times moving, perfor¬ 
mance, Clayburgh’s New York princess 
is embarrassing, a parody that aptly rep¬ 
resents the execrable, simple-minded 
j script. The whole silly escapade — atmo- 
I spherically filmed in Louisiana —ends 
i with an orgy of violence, followed by 
i twin reconciliations of the backwoods 
' family and urban mother and daughter. 
Each, of course, learns valuable lessons 
from the other. Ma offers the most ap¬ 
propriate homily, however: “People see 


what they want to see.” Shy People, she 
might have added, is something people 
won’t want to see. —Tom Soter 


Five Easy Pieces 

1970. Jack Nicholson, Karen Black, Susan 
Anspach, Billy "Green” Bush; co-pr./dir. 
Bob Rafelson. 98m. (R) Hi $19.95. RCA/ 
Columbia. Image: excel. 

After years in legal limbo, one of the 
most honored and influential movies of 
the ’70s is finally on video. As Jack 
might put it, it’s about f—in’ time. 

Fresh from his sudden stardom in 
Easy Rider, Nicholson earned his second 
Oscar nomination and established his 
anti-hero screen persona with this free¬ 
wheeling portrait of Bobby Dupca, a 
musical prodigy turned drop-out oil rig¬ 
ger. Outwardly happy with his life of 
bowling, boozing and bedding, mostly 
with clingy, witless girlfriend Rayctte 
(Black), he nonetheless harbors an inar¬ 
ticulate frustration with both the world 
he lives in and the world he left. 

When called home to be with his 
rich, dying father, he’s finally forced — in 
a series of brilliantly etched funny and 
tragic episodes — to confront his failures, 
and those of his estranged family, as well 
as the perplexing hypocrisies of Ameri¬ 
can society. He’s saying a lot more than 
it appears when he tells a ridiculously 
rule-bound waitress to take the chicken 
salad and stick it between her knees. 

Working from a pseudonymous Car¬ 
ol Eastman script and a story he co¬ 
wrote, Bob Rafelson directed a pica- 


Swamp Thing: 

City slicker Jill Clay¬ 
burgh (right) has a hard 
time understanding the 
bayou way of life in 
Shy People. 
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resque odyssey that shook Hollywood 
conventions and helped define the anti- 
heroic sentiments of an age. 

—Frank Lovece 


Eat the Rich 

1987- Lanah Pellay, Nosher Powell, Lem- 
my, Ronald Allen; co-wr./dir. Peter Rich¬ 
ardson. 92m. (R) Hi ss $89.95. RCA/ 
Columbia. Image: good. 

Fifteen years after Monty Python’s 
Flying Circus began exploring the far 
reaches of social satire on British TV, 
the Comic Strip arrived to carry on the 
job. The troupe best known for The 
Young Ones (seen here on MTV) has 
since followed the Pythons into feature 
films. Eat the Rich crosses absurdist topi¬ 
cal comedy, grungy rock’n’roll, interna¬ 
tional intrigue and radical politics for a 
black-hearted farce that jabs wildly at 
lifestyles of the rich and stupid and, 
more often than not, lands crushing 
blows. 

By turns scathingly funny and simply 
incomprehensible. Eat the Rich chal¬ 
lenges the boundaries of taste by making 
light of two generally untouchable top¬ 
ics: cannibalism and the Queen. Armed 
with a selection of Motorhead songs and 
a remarkable spot-the-stars cast, the 
film eschews a strictly coherent plot, in¬ 
stead moving the interwoven narrative 
along in lurching hit-and-run assaults. 

Nosher Powell plays the new Home 
Secretary, a coarse, right-wing bully who 
womanizes, guzzles beer from cans at a 


supper party, urinates on buildings and 
singlehandcdly routs an armed political 
occupation. But he faces domestic prob¬ 
lems from his shrewish wife and a gov¬ 
ernment intelligence official (Allen) 
who proves to be a Soviet spy. The other 
prime mover in this cinematic madness 
is a prissy waiter named Alex (Pellay) 
who loses his job at an ultra-swank res¬ 
taurant, shoots up an unemployment of¬ 
fice and launches an impromptu peo¬ 
ple’s uprising. 

Typical of British film’s current insu¬ 
larity, Americans may find the accents 
and argot (not to mention .some of the 
subject matter) a challenge. But fans of 
Terry Gilliam’s Brazil should definitely 
put Eat the Rich on their viewing menu. 

—Ira Robbins 


Forever^ Lulu 

1987. Hanna Schygulla, Annie Golden, 
Alec Baldwin, Deborah Harry; wr./pr./dir. 
Amos Kollek. 87m. (R) Hi St $79.95. 
RCA/Columbia. LV CX $36.95. Image. V 
image: good. 

Forever, Lulu is the story of Elaine 
Hines (Schygulla), a single, supposedly 
free-spirited fiction writer trying to 
make it in New York. Elaine lives on the 
frontiers of poverty —she irons her 
clothes with a light bulb —but the road 
gets even rockier when she is fired from 
her job and evicted from her apartment. 
As Elaine reaches her suicidal nadir, she 
becomes entangled with guns, mobsters 


and stolen money, all of which seem to 
be connected to blonde mystery woman 
Lulu (Harry, who does virtually nothing 
but look photogenic for the entire film). 
Although Elaine’s life is endangered by 
her illegal contacts, she becomes a cele¬ 
brated author as a result of them. 

An integral flaw of Forever, Lulu is its 
inability to decide if it’s a comic thriller 
about criminal mix-ups or an urbane 
comedy about Elaine’s rise from obscu¬ 
rity. Throughout, Elaine’s biggest prob¬ 
lem is that she’s a bore. She’s even 
dreary as a guest on Dr. Ruth — yes, the 
ubiquitous sex therapist makes an inex¬ 
plicable cameo. Even the gunman stalk¬ 
ing Elaine becomes an unexpectedly 
sympathetic character. 

Intended as a breezy romp with a 
central-casting menagerie of big-city 
crazies —the hack pornographer with 
delusions of relevance, the wacky for¬ 
tune teller, the overbearing yuppie date, 
the gregarious cabbie — Forever, Lulu is 
as cliched as it is confused. 

—Drew Wheeler 



Urban Inlighters: Manna Schygulla blunders her way 
into trouble and literary fame in Forever, Lulu. 


Not of This Earth 

1988. Traci Lords, Arthur Roberts, Lenny 
Juliano; co-wr./dir. Jim Wynorski. 82m. 
(R) Hi $89.95. MGM/UA. Image: good. 

What made the science-fiction films 
of the 1950s so much fun was their sheer 
goofiness. Who can forget the papier 
mache crustaceans of Attack of the Crab 
Monsters or the tentacled cone creature 
from It Conquered the Worldl In that 
spirit comes Not of This Earth, a remake 
of a 1957 Roger Gorman flick which re¬ 
tains all the hallmarks of those ’50s 
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greats — a whacked-out plot, loads of ac¬ 
tion, cheesy special effects and a budget 
that’d make Uncle Scrooge wince. All 
that's missing is a drive-in to watch it in. 

A quiet day in the doctor’s office is 
interrupted by a visit from a mysterious 
stranger (Roberts) wearing dark glasses 
and carrying a briefcase stuffed with bi¬ 
zarre equipment. The stranger tells 
plucky nurse Nadine (Lords) he’s look¬ 
ing for a livc-in attendant to give him 
daily blood transfusions. Is she inter¬ 
ested for, say, a thousand dollars a week? 
Though Nadine suspects he has more on 
his mind than anemia, she agrees. Bad 
move. Turns out the stranger is an alien 
scout looking for a steady supply of Type 
O to feed a planet of bloodsuckers, and 
the local citizenry are just what he has 
in mind. 

Lords, the former adult film star, 
holds her own as the spunky heroine, 
but the entire cast looks like they’re 
having a ball. Upon discovering a victim 
with no eyes, a doctor grimly orders his 
nurse, “Better get an ophthalmologist.” 
Not of This Earth is old-fashioned, goofy 
fun. Who needs monster crabs? 

—Rick Swan 


Jack’s Back 

1988. James Spader, Cynthia Gibb, Chris 
Mulkey; wr./dir. Rowdy Herrington. 97m. 
(R) V Hi cc $89.95. B $29.95. Para¬ 
mount. Image: good. 

If the long-term evidence is any in¬ 
dication, one has to marvel at the thud¬ 
ding unoriginality that drives so many 
celluloid serial-killers to emulate Jack 
the Ripper. The essence of Jack’s Back 


has James Spader immersed in a combi¬ 
nation “whodunnit and what-did-he-ac- 
tually-do?” scenario as he courageously 
dogs this year’s Saucy Jack to the end of 
his tether. 

The real tragedy of Jack’s Back is that 
the one time Spader gets to play a char¬ 
acter who doesn’t have ice-water drip¬ 
ping from his veins, he is surrounded by 
a cast that doesn’t even seem to have 
circulatory systems. The lone exception 
is Chris Mulkey (Patti Rocks) as a cop 
with three — count’em — three dimen¬ 
sions. Jack’s Back manages to slip away 
from the Jack Pack —but only to blend 
into the faceless crowd of generic thrill¬ 
ers. —John Walker 


Withnail and I 

1987. Paul McCann, Richard E. Grant, 
Richard Griffiths; wr.ldir. Bruce Robinson. 
108m. (R) Hi $79.95. Media. LV CX 
$36.95. Image. V image: good. 

As amazing as it is to see a film in¬ 
vent an entire universe, or chronicle an 
international war, or tell a six-genera¬ 
tion family history, there’s something 
equally wondrous about movies that 
cover a minute happenstance. The uni¬ 
verse of Withnail and I, produced by 
George Harrison’s Handmade Films, is 
about as narrow as they come. Two un¬ 
employed thespians (Grant is the wea- 
sely and imperious Withnail; McGann 
plays his timorous but optimistic chum) 
sharing a London flat in 1969 stop be¬ 
moaning their poverty long enough to 
cajole Withnail’s Uncle Montague 
(Griffiths) into letting them stay at his 


house in the country for a weekend. 
They drive up in the rain, stay and drink 
for several days and head back to Lon¬ 
don. A few minor adventures transpire, 
but nothing you’d feel moved to write 
home about. 

The actors and characterizations are 
excellent; the downcast screenplay 
manages to evoke a few laughs. But the 
1969 setting (noted onscreen and under¬ 
scored with a couple of Jimi Hendrix 
and Beatles tunes on the soundtrack) 
contributes nothing to the story (and 
vice versa); the production values are 
modestly adequate. Withnail and 1 is 
well-made, uncommonly dispirited and 
quietly diverting, but it’s hard to imagine 
what (if anything) American audiences 
will get from it. —Ira Robbins 


The Blob 

1988. Kevin Dillon, Shawnee Smith, Don¬ 
ovan Leitch; co-wr./dir. Chuck Russell. 
92m. (R) Hi St cc $89.95. RCA/Colum¬ 
bia. Image: good. 

Return of the Killer 
Tomatoes: The Sequel 

1988. Anthony Starke, George Clooney, 
Karen Mistal, John Astin; co-wr./dir. John 
DeBello. 99m. (PG) Hi $79.95. New 
World. Image: good. 

Horrors! It’s time for remakes and 
sequels. Here comes The Blob —again. 
Clearly, 1958’s gelatinous creature cried 
out to be recast in a new, ’80s mold 



Beware of Sequels: Kevin Dillon and Shawnee ° 
Smith confront a new fluid horror in The Blob. § 
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— grotesquely aggressive, dominating, 
not just all-consuming but, like a bellig¬ 
erent youngster, eager to show off the 
products of its mastication in mid-chew. 
Yum! In other words, the new Blob is 
just an excuse to gross us out in ever 
more disgusting ways. The ridiculously 
low-budget B-movie of yore has been 
dressed up with more convincing make¬ 
up, better special effects and a new plot 
twist. (In dubious homage to the origi¬ 
nal, however, the dialogue and charac¬ 
terizations have not been improved.) 
The Blob, although still susceptible to 
fire extinguishers, is more convincing. 

What’s Killer Tomatoes' excuse? It 
exists solely to ransack really bad cine¬ 
ma’s closet of gags with as many in-jokes 
as possible. It has all the right ingre¬ 
dients: mad scientist, naive boy hero, 
good-hearted sexy leading lady, raspber¬ 
ry jam pizzas...And since it’s a spoof of 
spoofs, it’s the details that count most, 
so you may need the pause/still to catch 
all the relevant set dressing. Nothing’s 
sacred, which is as it should be in a pic¬ 
ture that co-stars a fuzzy mutant walking 
tomato, and where the discovery of the 
heroine’s true nature hinges on catching 
her eating Jobe’s Plant Spikes. You can’t 
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Rays of Fright; 

A bloodsucking alien 
claims another terres¬ 
trial victim with his 
murderous vision in 
Not ol This Earth. 


greats — a whacked-out plot, loads of; 
tion, cheesy special effects and a budget 
that’d make Uncle Scrooge wince. All 
that’s missing is a drive-in to watch it in. 

A quiet day in the doctor’s office is 
interrupted by a visit from a mysterious 
stranger (Roberts) wearing dark glasses 
and carrying a briefcase stuffed with bi¬ 
zarre equipment. The stranger tells ! 
plucky nurse Nadine (Lords) he’s look- 


has James Spader immersed in a combi¬ 
nation “whodunnit and what-did-he-ac- 
tually-do?” scenario as he courageously 
dogs this year’s Saucy Jack to the end of 
his tether. 

The real tragedy of Jack’s Back is that 
the one time Spader gets to play a char¬ 
acter who doesn’t have ice-water drip¬ 
ping from his veins, he is surrounded by 
cast that doesn’t even seem to have 
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house in the country for a weekend. 
They drive up in the rain, stay and drink 
for several days and head back to Lon¬ 
don. A few minor adventures transpire, 
but nothing you’d feel moved to write 
home about. 

The actors and characterizations are 
excellent; the downcast screenplay 
manages to evoke a few laughs. But the 
1969 setting (noted onscreen and under¬ 
scored with a couple of Jimi Hendrix 
and Beatles tunes on the soundtrack) 
contributes nothing to the story (and 
vice versa); the production values are 
modestly adequate. Withnail and I is 
well-made, uncommonly dispirited and 
quietly diverting, but it’s hard to imagine 
what (if anything) American audiences 
will get from it. —Ira Robbins 


The Blob 

1988. Kevin Dillon, Shawnee Smith, Don¬ 
ovan Leitch; co-wr./dir. Chuck Russell. 
92m. (R) Hi St cc $89.95. RCA/Colum¬ 
bia. Image: good. 
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— grotesquely aggressive, dominating, 
not just all-consuming but, like a bellig¬ 
erent youngster, eager to show off the 
products of its mastication in mid-chew. 
Yum! In other words, the new Blob is 
just an excuse to gross us out in ever 
more disgusting ways. The ridiculously 
low-budget B-movie of yore has been 
dressed up with more convincing make¬ 
up, better special effects and a new plot 
twist. (In dubious homage to the origi¬ 
nal, however, the dialogue and charac¬ 
terizations have not been improved.) 
The Blob, although still susceptible to 
fire extinguishers, is more convincing. 

What’s Killer Tomatoes' excuse? It 
exists solely to ransack really bad cine¬ 
ma’s closet of gags with as many in-jokes 
as possible. It has all the right ingre¬ 
dients: mad scientist, naive hoy hero, 
good-hearted sexy leading lady, raspber¬ 
ry jam pizzas...And since it’s a spoof of 
spoofs, it’s the details that count most, 
so you may need the pause/still to catch 
all the relevant set dressing. Nothing’s 
sacred, which is as it should be in a pic¬ 
ture that co-stars a fuzzy mutant walking 
tomato, and where the discovery of the 
heroine’s true nature hinges on catching 
her eating Jobe’s Plant Spikes. You can’t 
hate a script that makes a big joke out of 
engaging in Hollywood’s shamelessly 
common practice of “product place¬ 
ment” to improve the film budget —and 
obviously benefits from doing just that. 
(Pepsi, anyone?) And you certainly 
can’t hate a flick that’s as clever, and 
knows it, as this one. 

—Melissa Pierson 


^Batteries Not 
Included 

1987. Hume Cronyn, Jessica Tandy, Frank 
McRae, Elizabeth Pena; co-pr. Steven 
Spielberg; co-wr.ldir. Matthew Robbins. 
I07m. (PG) Hi ss $89.95. IV CX St 
$34.98. MCA. V image: good. 

Reality in the ’80s —fact or fad? Ei¬ 
ther it’s merely a trend, or today’s film¬ 
makers are seriously experiencing 
repercussions from their psychedelic 
’60s. Is it passe to address a problem on a 
human level? The age-old ingredients of 
common sense, hard work and love that 
conquers suffering seem to have reached 


East Side Story: Poor tenants facing eviction get heip from tiny metai spacemen in *Batteries Not Included. 


a supernatural plateau. A boy outgrows 
his “short” complex hy becoming “big”; 
perfect dates are with angels; kind aliens 
take quicker action than housing com¬ 
mittees in granting public assistance. 

*Batteries Not Included is another 
fantasy problem-solver. Low-income 
tenants in Manhattan arc strongarmed 
by aggressive land developers (whose 
sights are on their sites) to find other 
living arrangements. The tenacious few 
who refuse to be shooed away react with 
a lot of anger but little action, as thugs 
vandalize their property and harass the 
weak and helpless. 

A sense of hopelessness prevails for 
the underprivileged until a miracle hap¬ 
pens and the hoods are punished, van¬ 
dalized merchandise is fixed and civil 
rights are restored. Those responsible 
aren’t in the mayor’s office, however; 
they’re from outer space. An extrater¬ 
restrial force which fights for the under¬ 


dog? One’s sense of hopelessness for the 
real poor grows frame by frame. 

These flying metal hamburgers with 
legs are also the catalyst chat brings the 
tenants closer together. A romance is 
sparked between a wimpy artist and a 
pregnant Spanish girl. The older couple 
resolve their family problems. 

Spielberg has a good track record for 
producing captivating films with daz¬ 
zling special effects. Although geared 
mostly to kids, the semi-witty and sur¬ 
prising dialogue of his work lures even 
the most sophisticated adult audiences. 
Unfortunately, *Batteries Not Included 
includes none of these elements. This 
antiseptic portrayal of life on New York’s 
Lower East Side is not only dull but uti¬ 
lizes the more annoying characteristics 
of his films. The cheap and contrived 
use of sentiment to produce wet-eye is 
so apparent it demeans both adults and 
kids. —Mary Coyle 
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18 Tips from 18 
Legends of Golf 

1988. Host Bob Goalby. I20m. V only. 
$59.95. FJR Productions, Box 2459, 
Secaucus, NJ 07094; 800-321-5700. Im¬ 
age: good. 

Jack Nicklaus Shows 
You the Greatest 18 
Holes of Major 
Championship Golf 

1988. Jack Nicklaus, Jack Whitaker. Pr. 
Terry Jastrow. 58m. Hi $49.98. CBS/Fox. 
Image: good. 

Nineteen golf legends are featured in 
these two fine programs —18 in a 
comprehensive instructional, and the 
greatest of them all in a fascinating walk 
through the world’s best courses. 

The two-hour 18 Tips is broken into 
five sections; “Before You Hit,” “The 
Full Swing,” “The Fairway Shots,” 
“Around the Green” and “Strategy and 
Equipment.” Within each, host Bob 
Goalby discusses key concerns with such 
fellow veterans as Sam Snead, Billy Cas¬ 
per, Miller Barber and Gene Littler. 
These legends may be unfamiliar to 
younger students of the current pro 


tour, but that’s one of the tape’s charms: 
When the avuncular Goalby asks Doug 
Ford to perform a broom-sweeping 
swing technique, which Ford picked up 
from Gene Sarazen and originally impar¬ 
ted to Goalby 30 years ago, you get a 
real sense of how vital traditions are 
passed down through the golf ages. 

Goalby is particulary adept at get¬ 
ting his cohorts to open up on their per¬ 
sonal strengths. From then on, the first- 
rate production takes over, using 
friendly banter as a springboard to dem¬ 
onstrate what was said, first in real time, 
then in slo-mo with succinct voice-over 
narration and overlapping graphics di¬ 
agramming pertinent lines and motions. 
So much is delivered, in fact, that re¬ 
peated viewings are essential. 

The Nicklaus tape —his first since 
the classic Golf My Way— allows the ex¬ 
pert a run of the world’s toughest and 
grandest courses in sketching the strate¬ 
gy of championship golf. Walking the 
courses with Jack Whitaker, the Golden 
Bear examines the various options of at¬ 
tack for each hole, illuminating his dis¬ 
cussions with archival footage of historic 
moments. Not surprisingly, Augusta Na¬ 
tional, home of the Masters, provides 
four of the challenging holes. 

—Jim Bessman 


Body Language: 

**The Silent 
Communicator ” 

1987. Nar. Wallace Martin; wr./dir. Mark 
Pahuta, Ramona Bernard. 45m. Hi St 
$39.95. TransVision (1520 East Mulberry 
St., Ft. Collins, CO 80524). Image: good. 

If, as the matchbook advertisers 
claim, a large vocabulary is the key to 
increased power and influence, imagine 
the advantages of knowing a person’s 
meaning before it’s put into words. The 
convincing premise of Body Language is 
that the practical benefits of such 
knowledge are boundless. Notice fre¬ 
quent movements involving the neck? 
Someone who tries to shield this vulner¬ 
able area is highly defensive. If your boss 
rubs her chin, your proposal’s in the bag; 
if she touches her nose, open the win- g 
dow and plan your departure. Taking up Z 
three seats in a theater (staking out ter- | 
ritory) is, besides being rude, a sure sign 3 
of aggressive dominance. Rhythmic tap- g 
ping of any appendage broadcasts bore- I 
dom, while nonrhythmic repetitions | 
indicate interest. Want to know more? I 
See the tape: it’s a concise glossary of a 
fascinating language. 

—Melissa Pierson 



























Kidvid 


The electronic baby sitter 


BY MARIANNE MEYER 

Talking to popular children’s performer 
Raffi isn’t like talking to other enter¬ 
tainers. For one thing, the bearded 
singer/songwriter, whose records have 
set a new standard for kid’s music, isn’t 
really interested in hyping his new home 
video. Not that he needs to: Raffi in 
Concert with the Rise and Shine Band 
(A&M, $19.98) is the first made-for- 
home-video children’s release to ship 
platinum-plus, with orders in excess of 
50,000 copies. With such a huge kidvid 
hit, Raffi feels no need for the hard sell. 
In fact, he’d rather tell you reasons for 
discouraging your kids from watching the 
tape. Raffi, you see, is concerned that 
kids watch too much TV. Ironically, 
just as home video has freed 
parents of the tyranny of 
commercial-ridden, li¬ 
censed product-driven 
programming, it’s cre¬ 
ated a new danger. 

Lulled into a feeling 
that good video makes 
for a good diversion, 
parents are letting their 
children watch an awful 
lot of television. 


According to the American Acade¬ 
my of Pediatrics, today’s children, by age 
70, will have spent seven years in front 
of the tube. Teenagers currently average 
23 hours per week of broadcast/cable 
television; children two to five as much 
as 28 hours per week. 

Even if kids are watching high-quali¬ 
ty video, Raffi thinks that’s too much 
TV. “Quantity of viewing is the primary 
issue, not the quality of programming,” 
he explains. “And I don’t think very 
many people share that feeling. What if 
all the programming were great? The 
television experience is still largely a 
passive one. Children are intrinsically 
doers and the medium lulls them into a 
passive state of observing. I think that’s 
a cause for concern.” 

does the AAR Dr. Victor Stras- 
burger is an associate professor 
of pediatrics and a member of 
the AAP’s task force on 
children and television. He 
is alarmed that "kids 
spend more time watch¬ 
ing TV than they spend 
doing any other activity 
except sleeping. Even if 
parents maintain absolute 
control of the TV set and 
put on pre-recorded videos, 
the problem is still that 
■::’s a very passive ac¬ 
tivity.” 

In a recent policy 
statement, the 


Academy advised that patents should be 
educated about the hazards of prolonged 
and excessive viewing, limit the amount 
of time their children spend watching 
and monitor the programs they watch. 
The statement also dismissed the as¬ 
sumption many parents share that chil¬ 
dren constantly need to be engaged in 
some sort of activity— often TV. Un¬ 
structured time, the Academy said, can 
actually be good for kids, as it can stimu¬ 
late creativity and self-reliance. The 
statement concluded, “Prolonged televi¬ 
sion viewing is a major source of inac¬ 
tivity, and can cause a variety of adverse 
health and behavioral disorders... 
children may be healthier doing nothing 
rather than watching television.” 

Raffi agrees that doing nothing has a 
lot going for it. “Young children need 
plenty of time to daydream, to make 
their own images of life. Television is a 
factory of pre-fab images, but imagina¬ 
tion is the making of your own images — 
how you would shape a tree, or build a 
house, what you would do if you were 
king or queen.” 

So why did Raffi even make another 
video? Actually, he claims to have seri¬ 
ously considered not doing it, but then 
an associate said to him, “Raffi, two vid¬ 
eos in four years is hardly a glut.” The 
new tape chronicles his 1987 tour, which 
had substantially different songs and a 
full band to differentiate it from the 1984 
solo outing. Like A Young Children’s 
Concert with Raffi (A&M, $19.98), the 
new video gives viewers age 2-8 a per¬ 
fect seat at a concert of Raffi sing-along 
fun. The 50-minute show is a combina¬ 
tion of new favorites (“Baby Beluga”) 
and old standards (“The Banana Boat 
Song”), in a straightforward, calmly 
paced presentation effectively split be¬ 
tween shots of the on-stage action 
and the bubbly young audience. 
Designed, as Raffi terms it, 
“for maximum interactiv¬ 
ity,” the tape encour- 


The Music Man: 

Raffi speaks his mind 
on the subject of vid¬ 
eos—including his. 
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Kidvid 


ages its home audience to sing along 
with the songs, get up and dance and ' 
otherwise become involved with the ac¬ 
tion. Full of contagious rhythms and 
clever rhymes, the music is a joy and the 
tape is a delightful diversion. Still, Raffi 
hopes that parents keep the VCR out of 
the replay mode. “I would love it if my 
videos were shown sparingly, or pulled 
out as a special treat.” He’s “thrilled and 
flattered” when told that kids want to 
watch his shows every day, but he wants 
parents to stop and consider. “Do they 
need to? If a parent says ‘my child won’t 
go to sleep unless she’s seen your video,’ 
that sounds like trouble and leads to 
the question ‘who’s running the house¬ 
hold?’ You wouldn’t give a child choco¬ 
late just because she screamed for it, so 
why give in with video?” 

Adults have a much different ap¬ 
proach to the tube and built-in defenses 
against many of its negative qualities. 
After a hard day’s work, adults feel they 
deserve a break, and many sack out in 
front of the TV as a way to unwind. 
That’s natural. But kids don’t neces¬ 
sarily need the same kind of relaxation. 

“Children entertain themselves very 
well if left to their own devices,” Raffi 
relates. “The more they’re given the 
sense that sources of fun or pleasure 
come from the outside, the less likely 
they may be to make their own fun.” He 
asserts that children at age 4 or 5 have 
an immense natural curiosity. “The sad¬ 
dest testament of modern life would be a 
bored child or a cynical six-year-old.” 

One doesn’t want to encourage cyn¬ 
icism in a small child, yet isn’t that how 
many of us approach our own television 
viewing? Adults can and often do dis¬ 
tance themselves from TV. How often 
do you answer back to the inanities of 
the tube or suffer through an obviously 
dumb show for the pleasure of viewing it 
with a superior attitude? Kids thankfully 
don’t yet have those defenses. Keeping 
them off the tube helps, as Raffi puts it, 
“to preserve some sense of a time of in¬ 
nocence. 

“Most of what you see [on TV] you 
would not allow in your home if it were 
live. You wouldn’t allow tho.sc charac¬ 
ters in your home,” Raffi muses. “You 
might not take your children to see a 
World Federation Wrestling show, so 
then why docs that child watch that 



show on television?” According to 
Raffi’s own high standards, even Pec- 
wee Herman doesn’t make the cut. “It’s 
hard enough for young minds to make 
sense of what they sec on television 
without bombarding them. I’m certainly 
not a fan of fast-paced television, the 
Pce-wee Herman style of craziness. 1 
think the show has some very inventive 
production techniques and some really 
creative ideas running through it, and I 
suspect that’s what grabs adults’ inter¬ 
est. However, I’m not sure that the char¬ 
acter he portrays is a [good] model for 
children. I find it ambiguous, smart al- 
ecky and do-as-I-say-not-as-l-do.” 

Raffi’s attitude is that children 
should enjoy his videos and the medium 
in general, but not too much. “I’m not 
suggesting that it’s easy to regulate view¬ 
ing, especially for parents that are both 
working, but there arc choices to be 
made.” In the winter months, when bad 
weather frequently curtails outdoor play, 
it’s tempting for parents to u,se the TV as 
an electronic baby sitter, filling hours 
with that flickering friend. If you must, 
along with a good selection of quality 
story videos, stock up on interactive vid¬ 
eos—exercise tapes, rcad-alongs, sing- 
alongs, how-to's. Look for videos that 
fight the tendency toward passivity, 
tapes that encourage other activity. And 
remember —it’s even okay to turn the 
set off altogether and daydream. 


Carnival of the Animals 
Peter and the Wolf 

1985. 30m. ea. approx. $14.95 ea.J2. 
Image: good. Ages 3 to 8. 

These live-action puppet interpreta¬ 
tions of classical favorites are neither 
sophisticated nor expensively pro¬ 
duced, and that’s a large part of their 
charm. The narrator of Peter presents 
the tale with only a minor adaptation for 
the sensitive. (The wolf is taken to a 
zoo, not hunted down.) Carnival sets 
the action on a theater stage as var¬ 
ious animal puppets do their thing. 
Both tapes feature full orchestrations of 
lovely classical music to make a set that’s 
diverting and subtly educational. 


Sparky’s Magic Piano 

1987. Anim. 51m. $14-95. Family. Image: 
good. Ages 4 to 10. 

Any eight-year-old who hates prac¬ 
ticing music would love a piano like 
Sparky’s, which plays the most difficult 
pieces for him. Sparky, however, be¬ 
comes cocky and takes full credit for the 
beautiful music. The story of how he be¬ 
comes a spoiled concert celebrity who 
needs his comeuppance isn’t as well de¬ 
veloped as it could be, and the deceits of 
his parents, his teacher and suspicious 
critics have a mean side to them. The 
music is lovely and might inspire interest 
in classical music, but the animation is 
mediocre. 


Little People: A Visit 
to the Farm 

1988. Anim. 30m. $14-95. New World. 
Image: good. Ages 2 to 6. 

Another deal made in development 
heaven. The Little People have sold 
untold millions of books and toys and 
would seem a shoe-in for preschool vid¬ 
eo sales. But theirs is a generic family, 
done in generic animation—the video 
equivalent of happy-face buttons —who 
giggle at every lame turn of the script 
while Mother and Father grin like 
Moonies. Considering how often Baby 
Sister slips away and into trouble. Penny 
and Timmy should never be allowed to 
baby-sit again. Dissent from the target 
audience: my two-and-a-half-year-old 
asks for the Little People by name. 
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[HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH 


Anna 

1987. Sally Kirkland, Paulina Porizkova, 
Robert Fields; dir. Yurek Bogayevicz. Kirk¬ 
land's Oscar-nominated performance: exiled 
Czech actress tries to revive career in New 
York City. 101m. (PG-13) Hi V only. 

$79.98. Vestron. 

Bad Day at Black Rock 

1954. Spencer Tracy, Robert Ryan, Anne 

Francis, Walter Brennan; dir. John Sturges. 

Riveting drama of stranger uncovering 

town’s dark secret. Caveat: this widescreen 

gem isn’t letterboxed. 82m. Hi St $29.95. 

MGM/UA. 

Bagdad Cafe 

1988. Marianne Sagebrecht, Jack Palance; 
co-wt./dir. Percy Adlon. Desert town’s 
colorful residents. 91m. (PG) Hi ss $79.95. 
Virgin. 

Colors 

1988. Robert Duvall, Sean Penn, Maria 
Conchita Alonso; dir. Dennis Hopper. 
Young cop assigned to monitor violent Los 
Angeles street gangs. 127m. (R) Hi ss cc 
$89.98. Orion. 

Doctor In the House 

1954. Dirk Bogarde, Muriel Pavlow, 

Kenneth More, Kay Kendall; dir. Ralph 

Thomas, Genial British romp about four 

amorous medical students. 92m. Hi $19.95. 

Paramount. 

Executive Suite 

1954. B&W William Holden, June Allyson, 
Barbara Stanwyck, Fredric March; dir. 



The Grand Teuton: Marianne Sagebrecht is a myste¬ 
rious tourist in Percy Adion’s Bagdad Cafe. 


Robert Wise. Fine, crackling melodrama: 
company president’s death triggers fierce 
power struggle. 105m. Hi cc $29.95. 
MGM/UA. 

Fats Domino & Friends: 

Immortal Keyboards of Rock & Roll 

1988. Ray Charles, Jerry Lee Lewis, Ron 
Wood, Paul Shaffer. New Orleans concert 
features “Blueberry Hill,” “Ain’t That a 
Shame,” “Shake, Rattle and Roll.” 60m. Hi 
ss $19.99. HBO. 


PROGRAM 

LEGENO 


DATE 

Varies according to 
type of program. 
Films: original 
theatrical release. 
Made-for-broad- 
cast: first tcleca.st. 
Made-for-video: first 
release in any format. 
Compilations: pro¬ 
duction of collect¬ 
ed work. 

FORMAT 

All programs arc 
available in Beta and 
VHS unless noted. All 
programs on disc are 
also available on tape 
unless noted. 

B: Beta cassette 
V: VHS cassette 
8: 8mm cassette 
LV: LaserVision 
videodisc in 
CLVot 
CAV format. 


AUDIO 

All available audio in¬ 
formation is provided. 
Dolby Noise reduc¬ 
tion, used on virtually 
all VHS tapes, is not 

St: stereo 
Hi: Hi-Fi 

ss: Dolby surround 

cc: closed-captioned 
CX: CX encoded 


IMAGE RATING 

For theatttcal tekas@, 
this rating refers to 
the transfer quality 
and visual appearance. 
For non-theatrical 
programs, it refers to 
overall visual quality. 

fair^ 


ETCETERA 

Offieml MPAA-ratings 
(G, PG, PG-13, R, XT 
arc noted when-»vMi- 
able. All pB®ra«n are 
in color utfes-tioted. 
anim: animated 
B&W: bh-ick-S: 
white 

cas.: vid«*B«»et^^ 
comp.: compilal^H 
cjsd.: eotorired“™* 
dig.: digital 
dir.: diKCtsd by 
dub.: dubbed 

m. : minutes 

n. a.: not available 
nar.: narcattaUsy 
NR: not rated 
pr.: produced by 
RE: reissue 
sub.: subtitled 
TVM: made for 

tclesriijiew 
wr.: writtwetaf 


Five Easy Pieces 

1970. Jack Nicholson, Karen Black, Susan 
Anspach, Sally Struthers; dir. Bob Rafelson. 
Nicholson shines as pianist who quits 
wealthy family to work on oil rig. 98m. (R) 
Hi $19.95. RCA/Columbia. 

Joseph Campbell and the Power of Myth 
1988. Host Bill Moyers. Acclaimed PBS 
scries; Moyers and Campbell explore signif¬ 
icance of myths common to many 
cultures. 6 cas.: The Hero’s Adventure, The 
Message of the Myth, The First Storytellers, 
Sacrifice and Bliss, Love and the Goddess, 
Mash of Eternity. 60m. ea. $29.95 ea. 

Mystic Fire, Box 30969, New York, NY 
10011; orders 800-727-8433. 

Somebody Up There Likes Me 

1956. B&W. Paul Newman, Pier Angcli, 

Sal Mineo, Steve McQueen; dir. Robert 
Wise. Newman excellent as boxing champ 
Rocky Graziano. 97m. Hi cc $29.95. 
MGM/UA. 

Stand and Deliver 

1988. Edward James Olmos, Lou Diamond 
Phillips; dir. Ramon Menendez. High 
school math teacher helps unruly students 
achieve record test scores. 103m. (PG) Hi 
ss cc $89.95. Also Spanish-dub. version V 
only. Warner. 

Stormy Monday 

1988. Melanie Griffith, Tommy Lee Jones, 
Sting; wr./dir. Mike Figgis. Offbeat thriller: 
American businessman meets resistance 
when he attempts to take over British 
town’s nightclub district. 93m. (R) Hi ss cc 
V $89.95. B $29.95. Paramount. 

Sweet Smell of Success 

1957. Burt Lancaster, Tony Curtis, Martin 
Milner; wr. Clifford Odets, Ernest Lehman; 
dir. Alexander Mackcndrick. Seamy story 
of corrupt newspaper columnist and toady¬ 
ing assistant; superb cinematography by 
James Wong Howe. 97m. Hi $29.95. 
MGM/UA. 

The Big Parade 

1927. B&W. John Gilbert, Renee Adoree; 
dir. King Vidor. Seminal anti-wat drama of 
disillusioned soldier. Silent with orchestral 
score. 142m. Hi $29.95. MGMAJA. 

The Dead 

1987. Anjelica Huston, Donal McCann; dir. 
John Huston. Spare, exquisite adaptation of 
James Joyce story set in turn-of-the-century 
Dublin; holiday party gives guests new in¬ 
sights into each others’ past lives. 82m. 

(PG) Hi ss cc $89.98. Vestron. 

The Phantom of Liberty 

1974. Jean-Claude Brialy, Monica Vitti, 
Michel Piccoli; co-wr./dir. Luis Bunuel. 
Irreverent surrealist satire targets religious. 
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Labels 

Fop 

Less 



A selection of children’s holiday programs is still avail¬ 
able from Vestron at the reduced price of $19.98, 
including Rudolph’s Shiny New Year, Rudolph and Frosty’s 
Christmas in July, Jack Frost and a cartoon Christmas 
Carol. Family competes with a selection of kidvid best¬ 
sellers reissued at $14.95 and packaged with a set of 
Crayola crayons. Titles include The Velveteen Rabbit, 
Gumby and the Moon Boggles and Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles: Heroes on the Half Shell. 

• Republic wraps up three Cary Grant titles in a 
$59.95 boxed set; Father Goose, Indiscreet and Operation 
Petticoat. For those with less grown-up tastes, there’s a 
six-volume $89.95 collection of The Little Rascals’ Two 
Reelers, complete with souvenir case and a cast photo 
signed by George (Spanky) McFarland. 

• CBS/Fox has “tripled the Force,” offering all three 
Star Wars movies in a single package. The official list' 
price is $79.95, but as with E.T. and Cinderella you’ll find 
stores selling it for less. 

• RCA/Columbia launches a “Jack Attack” with 
three classic jack NichoKson movies at $19.95: reissues of 
The Last Detail and Easy Rider (both reduced from over 
$60) plus the newly released Five Easy Pieces (see “High¬ 
lights of the Month”). 

• Elvis may not be alive, but MGM/UA pays lively 
tribute with a $59.95 triple-feature boxed set. Elvis in¬ 
cludes Elvis: That’s the Way It Is, Jailhouse Rock and Elvis 
on Tour. 

• Media presents a first-string lineup of football 
compilations: Sensational ’60s and NFL '87 at $14.95, 
Boom! Bang! Whap! Doink! John Madden on Football at 
$19.95 and Bizarre Sports and Incredible Feats at $9.95. 

—SD 


social conventions in anecdotal sequences. 
104m. (R) Hi sub. $59.95. Media. 

Three Men and a Baby 
1987. Tom Selleck, Steve Guttenberg, Ted 
Danson; dir. Leonard Nimoy. Surprise box- 
office hit based on French farce: bachelor 
roommates find infant on their doorstep. 
(PG) Hi ss cc $89.95. Touchstone. 


COMEDY 


An All-Star Salute to the Improv 

1988. Robin Williams, Billy Crystal, Martin 
Mull, Richard Lewis, host Robert Klein; 
dir. 'Walter C. Miller. Tribute to Los An¬ 
geles club by stars who made it famous. 
60m. Hi ss V only. $39.99. HBO. 

Baring It All 

1988. Paul Bartel, Rose Wood, Carol 
Saltus; dir. Charles Hirsch. Sex therapist 
with problems of his own. 78m. (NR) Hi 
$29.95. Media. 

The Captain’s Table 
1958. John Gregson, Peggy Cummins, 
Donald Sinden, Nadia Gray; dir. Jack Lee. 
Brusque cargo-ship captain given command 
of luxury liner. 89m. Hi $19.95. Paramount. 
Carry On Doctor 

1968. Frankie Howard, Sidney James, Ken¬ 
neth Williams, Jim Dale; dir. Gerald 
Thomas. Broad British farce set in hospital 
ward. 95m. (NR) Hi $19.95. Paramount. 

Casual Sex? 

1988. Lea Thompson, Victoria Jackson; dir. 
Genevieve Robert. Two women fed up with 
L.A. dating scene travel to health resort. 
87m. (R) Hi ss V only. $89.95. MCA. 

The Cheyenne Social Club 

1970. James Stewart, Henry Fonda, Shirley 
Jones; dir. Gene Kelly. Two cowboys inherit 
brothel. 102m. (PG) Hi $59.95. Warner. 

Funny Farm 

1988. Chevy Chase, Madolyn Smith, Joseph 
Maher; dir. George Roy Hill. Couple gives 
up Manhattan for house in New England. 
101m. (PG) Hi ss cc $89.95. Also Spanish- 
sub. version V only. Warner. 

George Carlin Live; 

What Am I Doing in New Jersey? 

1988. Dir. David Grossman. Stand-up com¬ 
ic considers ironies of white collar crime, 
bank and supermarket lines, more. 60m. Hi 
ss cc V only. $39.99. HBO. 

Illegally Yours 

1988. Rob Lowe, Colleen Camp, Kenneth 
Mars, Kim Myers; pr./dir. Peter Bog¬ 
danovich. Jurist in love with woman on 
trial for murder. 94m. (PG) Hi ss cc 
$79.98. CBS/Fox. 


The Invisible Kid 

1988. Jay Underwood, Karen Black, 

Chynna Phillips; wr./dir. Avery Crounse.^ 
Teen invents vanishing formula but can’t 
control length of disappearance. 95m. (PG) 
Hi ss $79.95. Media. 

Little Murders 

1971. Elliott Gould, Vincent Gardenia, 
Donald Sutherland, Alan Arkin; wr. Jules 
Feiffer; dir. Arkin. Black-humored farce of 
Manhattan photographer whose wife is shot 
by sniper. 108m. (PG) Hi $59.98. Key. 

Live from Washlngton...lt’s Dennis Miller 

1988. Saturday Night Live regular in stand- 
up routine. Cameo by Edwin Newman. 

60m. Hi V only. $39.98. Vestron. 

The Man in the Silk Hat 

1983. Color/B&W. Max Linder. Collection 
of slapstick film shorts by French silent 
comedian. 99m. Hi $59.95. Media. 

The Moderns 

1988. Keith Carradinc, Linda Fiorentino, 
Genevieve Bujold, Geraldine Chaplin; co- 


wr./dir. Alan Rudolph. Expatriate American 
painter in ’ 20s Paris commissioned to paint 
forgeries. 126m. (R) Hi ss $89.98. Nelson. 

My Night at Maud’s 

1969. B&W. Jean-Louis Trintignant, Maric- 
Christinc Barrault; wr./dir. Eric Rohmer. 
Catholic clerk falls in love with divorcee 
but, bound by religion, marries another. 
111m. Hi sub. $59.95. Media. 

Opera do Malandro 

1987. Edson Celulari, Claudia Ghana; dir. 
Ruy Guerra. Brazilian musical comedy set 
in WW II Rio follows prostitute’s love af¬ 
fair with gangster. 105m. (NR) Hi sub. 
$79.95. Virgin. 

Pat Paulsen on Wine; Three Cheers 
for the Red, White and Rose 

1988. Skits on great wine lovers of history, 
snooty waiters, tasting techniques. 40m. Hi 
$19.95 ($24.95 packaged with 2 wine 
glasses). New Star. 

Paul Reiser; Out on a Whim 
1988. Reiser, Teri Carr, Elliott Gould, 

Carrie Fisher, Michael J. Pollard, Carol 


94 VIDEO JANUARY 1989 




















UNITED VIDEO + CAMERA EXPRESS 

|!^i,iF»r724 7 AVE, HEW YORK CI7Y, HEW YORK 100Y9 xtnm 

800 - 448-3738 212 - 397-1081 

OVERNIGHT Delivery Guaranteed For Xmas. OPEN 7 DAYS, 9:00AM - 8:00 PM 

UNITED VIDEO + CAMERA EXPRESS Guarantees Price, Availability, Service and Quality. All Cameras, FactotY Fresh, with 
U.SA Warrantees and accessories. Our courteous sales staff will help you with your selection regardless of price. 


ALL CAMERAS INCLUDE MANUFACTURERS U.S.A. GUARANTEE AND ACCESSDRIES 



VIDCRAFT TRANSFER EQUIPMENT 


VCR’S, FAX MACHINES, DISCPLAYERS 


35 MM CAMERAS AND LENSES 































DIRECTORY 


I 


I 


Kane; dir. Carl Gottlieb. Cameo-studded 
monologue explores thrill of having exact 
change, importance of possessions, perils of 
valet parking, more. 60m. Hi St V only. 
$59.98. Vestron. 

Plain Clothes 

1988. Arliss Howard, George Wendt, Abe 
Vigoda, Robert Stack; dir. Martha Cool- 
idge. Cop poses as high school student to 
track teacher’s killer. 98m. (PG) Hi ss cc V 
$89.95. B $29.95. Paramount. 

Return of the Killer Tomatoes 
1988. John Astin, Anthony Starke, George 
Clooney; dir. John DeBello. Mad professor 
creates vicious, humanoid vegetables. 99m. 
(PG) Hi $79.95. New World. 

Ron Reagan Is the President’s Son/ 

The New Homeowner’s Guide to Happiness 
1988 comp. Dir. Jim Yukich^Ion Cutler. 
Made-for-cable. Reagan: talk show bur¬ 
lesque; Homeowner: Judge Reinhold, Demi 
Moore as yuppie couple adjusting to 
suburban life. 60m. Hi ss cc V only. $39.99. 
HBO. 

Sticky Fingers 

1988. Helen Slater, Melanie Mayron, Eileen 
Brennan, Christopher Guest, Carol Kane; 
dir. Catlin Adams. Struggling musicians en¬ 
trusted with drug dealer’s loot can’t resist 
temptation to spend it. 89m. (PG-13) Hi cc 
$89.95. Media. 

The Three Stooges, Vols. 1-6 
1988 comps. B&W. Larry Fine, Moe How¬ 
ard, Jerry Howard, Samuel Howard. 
Theatrical shorts produced from 1934-1958, 
3 per cas. Playing the Ponies & Other Nyuks, 
Three Little Twirps & Other..., Ants in the 
Party..., A Ducking They Did Go..., In the 
Sweet Pie..., Phony Express. 90m. ea. Hi 
$14.95 ea. RCA/Columbia. 


DRAMA 


And God Created Woman 

1988. Rebecca De Mornay, Vincent Spano, 
Frank Langella; dir. Roger Vadim. Update 
of Vadim’s ’57 original. Jailed woman 
marries to win parole. 94m. (R) 100m. Hi 
$89.98. Also Spanish-sub. version. Vestron. 
The Bad and the Beautiful 
1952. B&W Kirk Douglas, Lana Turner, 
Walter Pidgeon; dir. Vincente Minnelli. 


Enjoyably overwrought melodrama about 
opportunistic film producer. 123m. Hi cc 
$29.95. MGM/UA. 

Barnum 

1986. Burt Lancaster, Hanna Schygulla; 
dir. Lee Phillips. TVM. Circus impresario 
reviews his life. 104m. (NR) Hi $79.95. 
Academy. 

Ben Hur, a Tale of the Christ 

1926. Color/B&W. Ramon Novarro, Francis 
X. Bushman, May McAvoy; dir. Fred Niblo. 
Silent epic based on Lew Wallace novel; 
thrilling sea battle and chariot race. Silent 
with orchestral score. 148m. Hi St $29.95. 
MGM/UA. 

Call Me 

1988. Patricia Charbonneau, Patti 
D’Arbanville, Sam Freed; dir. Sollace 
Mitchell. Kinky phone relationship leads to 
murder. 98m. (R) Hi ss V only. $79.98. 
Vestron. 

Le Grand Chemin 

1987. Anemone, Richard Bohringer; wr./dir. 
Jean-Loup Hubert. Mother’s hospital stay 
means boy must spend summer with 
another family. 104m. (NR) Hi sub. $89.95. 
Pacific. 

Let It Rock 

1988. Dennis Hopper, Terrance Robay, 
Romana Sweeny; wr./pr./dir. Roland Klick. 
Sleazy promoter makes a star by staging 
assassination attempt. 75m. Hi $79.95. 

Masquerade 

1988. Rob Lowe, Meg Tilly, John Glover; 
dir. Bob Swaim. Wealthy heiress’ new 
: husband may be out to murder her. 91m. 

/ (R) Hi ss cc $89.98. CBS/Fox. 

Memorial Day 

1983. Mike Farrell, Shelley Fabares, Edward 
■ Herrmann, Danny Glover; dir. Joseph 
I Sargent. TVM. Lawyer relives painful 
memories after reunion with fellow 
. Vietnam vets. 95m. Hi $79.95. Media. 
Murder One 

1988. Henry Thomas, James Wilder; dir. 
Graeme Campbell. Escaped convicts on 
killing spree. 83m. (R) Hi ss $79.98. Nelson. 

The Night Train to Kathmandu 

1988. Perncll Roberts, Eddie Castrodad, 


NEW!! Great for the bed¬ 
room or kids room! Ask 
about our 20” and 13” 
TV/VCR combinations. 


J’anasonic. 

VIDEO EQUIPMENT 

PV2800 
PV2850 
PVS4864 
PV4870 
PV4800 
PV4812 



'The above Panasonic VCR’s include high meed omni search & on screen i 
ming, plus many more desirable features. 'The above camcorders have full 
balance control & CCD technology & many other features. 


riDEO 


technology & many other features. 

I CALL^Re^^ 1-800-368-5021 

I In Virginia call 1-804-595-2572 I 


COD 


' Milla; dir. Robert Wiemer. Teen girl finds 
romance on research trip to Nepal. 102m. 
Hi cc V $79.95. B $29.95. Paramount. 

Permanent Record 

1988. Alan Boyce, Keanu Reeves; dir. 
Marisa Silver. Popular teen’s suicide shocks 
schoolmates. 92m. (PG-13) Hi ss cc V 
■ $89.95. B $29.95. Paramount. 

Some Came Running 

1958. Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Shirley 
MacLaine; dir. Vincente Minnelli. 
Disillusioned WW 11 vet returns to small 
midwestern town. 137m. Hi $29.95. MGM/ 
UA. 

Tomorrow’s Child 

1982. Stephanie Zimbalist, William 
Atherton, Bruce Davison; dir. Joseph 
Sargent. TVM about surrogate mother. 
100m. Hi $59.98. Key. 

A Zed & Two Noughts 
1985. Andrea Ferreol, Brian Deacon, Eric 
Deacon; dir. Peter Greenaway. Zoologist 
brothers become despondent when their 
wives are killed in car accident. 115m. 

(NR) Hi sub. $89.95. Pacific. 


SCIENCE FICTION/HORROR 


Cherry 2000 

1988. Melanie Griffith, David Andrews, 

Ben Johnson; dir. Steve De Jarnatt. Man 
discovers human love after his robot 
paramour short-circuits. 99m. (PG-13) 

Hi ss $89.98. Orion. 

Grotesque 

1987. Linda Blair, Tab Hunter, Guy 
Stockwell; dir. Joe Tornatora. Monster 
stalks murderous punk gang. 80m. (R) 

Hi $79.95. Media. 

Howling IV: The Original Nightmare 

1988. Romy Windsor, Michael T. Weiss; dir. 
John Hough. Writer vacations at country 
resort overrun by werewolves. 94m. (NR) 

Hi St $79.95. IVE. 

Killer Klowns from Outer Space 

1988. Grant Cramer, Suzanne Snyder; co- 
wr./dir. Stephen Chiodo. Interstellar circus 
performers have appetite for cotton candy- 
covered humans. 90m. (PG-ld) Hi $79.95. 
Media. 

Not of This Earth 

1988. Traci Lords, Arthur Roberts; dir. Jim 
Wynorski. Horror spoof: nurse discovers 
new boss is blood-sucking alien. 82m. (R) 
Hi $89.95. MGM/UA. 

Sleepaway Camp II: Unhappy Campers 
1988. Pamela Springsteen, Renee Estevez; 
dir. Michael A. Simpson. Slasher-flick 
spoof. 82m. (PG) Hi $79.98. Nelson. 

Stones of Death 

1988. Tom Jennings, Tery McKay, Zoe 
Carides. Ghost of dead killer haunts teens’ 
dreams. 90m. (R) Hi $79.95. Sony. 

Terror Train 

1980. Ben Johnson, Jamie Lee Curtis; dir. 
Roger Spottiswoode. Disgruntled ex-pledge 
stalks frat brothers on train. 97m. (R) 
$79.98. Key. 
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Thirst 

1979. David Hemmings, Chantal Contouri, 
Henry Silva; dir. Rod Hardy. Australian 
chiller: woman kidnapped by vampire cult. 
96m. Hi $79.95. Media. 



Above the Law 

1988. Steven Seagal, Pam Grier, Hcni^ 
Silva; dir. Andrew Davis. Chicago detective 
takes on corrupt cops. 99m. (R) Hi ss cc 
$89.95. Also Spanish'Sub. version. Warner. 

Alien from L.A. 

1988. Kathy Ireland, Linda Kerridge, Thom 
Matthews; dir. Albert Pyun. Search for 
missing archaeologist leads to lost 
continent Atlantis. 88m. (PG) Hi ss 
$79.95. Media. 

And Then You Die 

1988. Dir. Francis Mankiewicz. Drug 
dealer's empire crumbles. 115m. (R) Hi 
V only. $79.95. Vidmark. 

Born to Race 

1988. Joseph Bottoms, Marla Heasley, 
George Kennedy; dir. James Fargo. Ruthless 
opponent kidnaps driver's girlfriend. 95m. 
(R) Hi ss $79.98. Key. 

Caboblanco 

1988. Charles Bronson, Jason Robards, 
Dominique Sanda; dir. J. Lee Thompson. 
Casablanca rewrite features Bronson as 
Peruvian barkeep. 87m. (R) Hi $59.95. 
Media. 

Charro! 

1969. Elvis Presley, Ina Balin, Victor 
French; pr./wr./dir. Charles Marquis 
Warren. Elvis in serious role as western 
outlaw. 98m. (G) Hi $59.95. Warner. 

Defense Play 

1987. David Oliver, Susan Ursitti, Monte 
Markham; dir. Markham. Teen computer 
wiz becomes unwitting pawn in espionage 
scheme. 95m. (PG) Hi ss $79.95. TWE. 

El Condor 

1970. Jim Brown, Lee Van Cleef, Patrick 
O'Neal; dir. John Guillermin. Post-Civil 
War drifters seek gold buried in Mexican 
fortress. 102m. (R) Hi $59.95. Warner. 


1988. Cliff DeYoung, Kay Lenz, Frank 
Stallone; dir. Robert A. Feretti. Troubled 
Vietnam vet takes family hostage. 96m. (R) 
Hi St $79.95. Virgin. 

Going for the Gold: The Bill Johnson Story 

1988. Anthony Edwards, Dennis Weaver, 
Sarah Jessica Parker; dir. Don Taylor. TV 
bio-pic: U.S. skier's road to medal victory 
at '84 Olympics. 90m. Hi $79.95. Sony. 

Gold Raiders 

1988. Robert Ginty, Sarah Langcnfeld. 
Agents assigned to recover bullion lost in 
plane crash. 106m. Hi $69.95. Media. 

The Last Witness 

1985. Jeff Henderson, Mike Schuster, Vicki 
Long; wr./pr./dir. E. Bruce Weiss. Federal 
manhunt. 85m. (NR) $79.95. TWE. 

Made in U.S.A. 

1988. Christopher Penn, Lori Singer, 


Adrian Pasdar; dir. Ken Friedman. Three 
youths on cross-country odyssey. 82m. (R) 
Hi $89.98. Nelson. 

Off Limits 

1988. Willem Dafoe, Gregory Hines, Fred 
Ward, Amanda Pays; co-wr./dir. 

Christopher Crowe. Military detectives in. 
'68 Saigon expose murder cover-up scheme. 
102m. (R) Hi ss cc $89.98. CBS/Fox. 

Return to Snowy River 

1988. Tom Burlinson, Sigrid Thornton, 

Brian Dennehy; pr./dir. Geoff Burrowes. 
Australian horseman courts woman against 
her father's wishes. 99m. (PG) Hi ss cc 
$89.95. Disney. 

The Stalking Moon 

1969. Gregory Peck, Eva Marie Saint, 
Robert Forster; dir. Robert Mulligan. Army 
scout rescues woman held by Indians. 110m. 
(G) Hi $59.95. Warner. 

Thunder Road 

1958. B&W. Robert Mitchum, Gene Barry; 
dir. Arthur Ripley. Cult favorite features 
Mitchum as bootlegger on the run from 
mobsters, federal police. 94m. (PG) Hi 
$59.95. MGMAJA. 



The All-Star Gospel Session 

1988. Made-for-cable program with Paul 
Simon, Luther Vandross, Jennifer Holliday, 
Oak Ridge Boys performing “Slip Slidin' 
Away," “Gone at Last," “Amazing Grace," 
more. 60m. Hi ss V only. $19.99. HBO. 


Chet Atkins and Friends: 

Music from the Heart 

1988. Dir. Stanley Dorfman. Nashville 
concert with the Everly Brothers, Emmylou 
Harris, Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings. 
Songs include “I'll See You in My Dreams," 
“Why Worry," “Precious Memories." 60m. 
Hi ss V only. $19.99. HBO. 

A Christmas Classical 

1988. Carols performed by New Philhar¬ 
monic Masterpiece Orchestra, UCLA 
Madrigal Singers. 30m. Hi'St $19.95. 

Kultur. 

Don Giovanni 

Yr. n.a. Ruggero Raimondi, Kiri Te 
Kanawa, Teresa Berganza. Film version of 
Mozart opera. 177m. Hi ss sub. $39.95. 
Kultur. 

An Evening with Placido 

1987. Placido Domingo. London benefit 
concert features arias by Verdi, Puccini, 
Lehar; selections from Spanish operas. 55m 
Hi $19.95. Kultur. 

Jose Carreras in Concert 

1988. Recital at East Berlin's Komiche 
Opera House includes arias by Respighi, 
Puccini, Leoncavallo. 90m. Hi $19.95. 
Kultur. 

Kiri Te Kanawa—Royal Gala Concert 

1978. Solo recital at London's Royal Opera 
House; songs by Schubert, Schumann, 

Wolf Strauss. 60m. Hi $19.95. Kultur. 

The Mormon Tabernacle Choir 
Christmas Classics 

1988. Winter images set to favorite carols; 
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Photron 

WE WILL BEAT ANY LEGITIMATE PRICE! 

1-800-444-SAVE 

INFORMATION 212-221-1011 


CAMCORDERS 



includes “Silver Bells,” “Joy to the World,” 
“Away in a Manger.” 45m. Hi $19.98. 
Vestron. 

The Nutcracker 

1988. Bolshoi company performs 
Tchaikovsky ballet; dancers include 
Yekaterina Maximova, Vladimir Vasiliev. 
100m. Hi $16.95. Kultur. 


Declassified: The Plot to Kill 
President Kennedy 

1988. Examines charges of FBI and CIA 
involvement. 58m. Hi $14.98. VidAmerica. 

Endurance 

1988 comp. Highlights of Japanese game 
show in which contestants brave grueling, 
often dangerous stunts. 90m. Hi $69.95. 
New Star. 

Hell’s Angels Forever 

1988. History, activities of notorious 
motorcycle gang. 93m. (R) Hi $59.95. 
Media. 

JFK Remembered 

1988. Host Peter Jennings. TV special: 
portrait of Kennedy as President. 54m. Hi 
V only. $19.98. Vestron. 

The March of Time: Trouble Abroad 
1988 comps. B&W. Nar. Westbrook Van 
Voorhis. World history 1937-39, as reported 
in newsreels. 6 cas. War Abroad, Depression 
at Home; Tensions Increase; German and 
Other Problems; Spotlight on War; Uncle 
Sam: the Observer; War, Peace and America. 
Approx. 90m. ea. Hi $24.98 ea. Nelson. 

National Geographic Videos 

Yrs. n.a. Nar. Alexander Scourby, Richard 
Kiley. TV documentaries. The Superliners — 
Twilight of an Era: transatlantic ocean 
’■ r, , X, ■ rx Pond; darn¬ 

'd; female on 

Kenya game reserve raises cubs. 60m. ea. 
Hi cc $29.98 ea. Vestron. 


ing. The Secret 


Anchors Aweigh 

1945. Gene Kelly, Frank Sinatra. Musical. 
140m. CX cc 3 sides. $39.95. MGM/UA. 

Animation Animation: Kihachiro Kawamoto 

1988 comp. Stop-motion shorts by Japanese 
filmmaker: Dojoi Temple, House of Flame. 
Disc only. GAV $99.95. Pioneer. 

Annie Hall 

1977. Woody Allen, Diane Keaton. 

Comedy. 94m. (PG) CX $34.95. (RE) 
MGM/UA. 

Cartoon Classics: Starring Mickey 
and Minnie/Chip ’n’ Dale 

1987 comps. Anim. Ghildren’s. Approx. 
60m. CX $24.95. Disney. 

Cinderella 

1950. Anim. Children’s. 75m. (G) ss CX 
dig. $29.95. CAV 3 sides. $39.95. Disney. 


The Collector 

1965. Terence Stamp, Samantha Eggar; 
dir. William Wyler. Drama. 119m. CX dig. 
$36.95. Image. 

Curse of the Demon 

1958. B&W. Dana Andrews; dir. Jacques 
Tourneur. Horror. 83m. CX dig. $36.95. 
Image. 

Disney’s Sing Along Sonas: 

You Can Fly/The Bare N 

1988 comp. Anim. Mus 
Approx. 60m. CX $24.' 

Empire of the Sun 
1987. Christian Bale; dir. Steven Sp 
Drama. 151m. (PG) ss CX cc dig. 3 
$39.98. Warner. 

E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial 

1982. Henry Thomas; 

Fantasy. Letterboxed. 115m. (PG) ss CX cc 
dig. $39.98. MCA. 

Extreme Prejudice 

1987. Nick Nolte; dir. \ 

104m. (R) ss CX dig. $36.95. It 

Eyewitness 

1981. Sigourney Weaver, 


Frantic 

1988. Harrison Ford; dir. Roman Polanski. 
Suspense. 120m. (R) ss CX cc dig. 3 sides. 
$39.98. Warner. 

Good Morning, Vietnam 

1987. Robin Williams; dir. Barry Levinson. 
Comedy. 119m. (R) ss CX cc 3 sides. 

$39.95. Touchstone. 

Laser Karaoke—Video Sing Alongs 

1988. Music programs not available on cas. 
Multi-volume series include '50s Hits, '60s 
Hits, '70s Hits, '80s Hits, Standards, Country, 
Christmas. 8-inch. St dig. $25 each. 

Pioneer. 

Mickey and the Beanstalk/ 

The Reluctant Dragon 

1947/1941. Anim. Children's. Approx. 60m. 
CX $24.95. Disney. 

My Dinner with Andre 
1981. Andre Gregory, Wallace Shawn. 
Comedy. 110m. CX dig. $39.95. Image. 
National Velvet 

1944. Elizabeth Taylor, Mickey Rooney. 
Drama. 124m. (G) CX cc 3 sides. $39.95. 
MGM/UA. 

1941 

1979. John Belushi, Treat Williams; dir. 
Steven Spielberg. Comedy. Longer than 
theatrical release; includes trailer. (PG) ss 
CX dig. side 3 CAV. $39.98. Pioneer. 
Planes, Trains & Automobiles 
1987. Steve Martin, John Candy. Comedy. 
93m. (R) ss CX cc dig. $34.95. Paramount. 
The Serpent and the Rainbow 
1987. Bill Pullman, Cathy Tyson; dir. Wes 
Craven. Horror. 98m. (R) ss CX dig. 
$34.98. MCA. 

Show Boat 

1951. Kathryn Grayson, Howard Keel, Ava 
Gardner. Musical. 107m. CX $34.95. (RE) 
MGMAJA. ► 
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Some Like It Hot 

1959. B&.W. Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis; 
dir. Billy Wilder. Comedy. il9m. CX cc 
$39.95. MGM/UA. 

Stand and Deliver 

See listing in “Highlights of the Month.” 
ss CX cc dig. $24.98. Warner. 

Star Trek TV Series: 

The Empath/Elaan of Troyius 

1968. William Shatner, Leonard Nimoy. 
Science fiction. 102m. CX $29.95. 
Paramount. 

Summer Stock 

1950. Judy Garland, Gene Kelly. Musical. 
110m. CX $34.95. MGMAJA. 

The Unsinkable Molly Brown 

1964. Debbie Reynolds. Musical. 128m. St 
CX dig. 3 sides. $39.95. MGMAJA. 

Where Eagles Dare 

1969. Richard Burton, Clint Eastwood. 
Action. Letterboxed. 158m. (PG) St CX 
dig. 3 sides. $39.95. MGMAJA. 

Withnail and I 

1987. Wr./dir. Bruce Robinson. Comedy. 
108m. (R) CX dig. $36.95. Image. 

The Yearling 

1946. Gregory Peck, Jane Wyman. Drama. 
129m. (G) CX 3 sides. $39.95. MGMAJA. 


SOURCES 


Tapes and discs are not available for sale 
directly from companies listed unless the 
phone number given specifies “orders." See 
end of listings for phone/mail-order 
distributors that may be able to help locate 
desired releases. 

Academy Home Entertainment, Box 788, 
Pinehaven Shore Rd., Shelburne, VT 
05482; 800-972-0001. 


CBS/Fox Video, 1211 Sixth Ave., New York, 
NY 10036; 212-819-3200. 

Walt Disney Home Video, 500 S. Buena 
Vista St., Burbank, CA 91521; 818-840-1111. 
HBO Video, 1370 Sixth Ave., New York, 

NY 10019; 212-977-8990. 

Image Entertainment, 6311 Romaine St., 
Hollywood, CA 90038; 213-468-8867. 

IVE, 500 N. Ventu Park Rd., Newbury 
Park, CA 91320; 805-499-5827, orders 800- 
PLAY-IVE. 

Key Video; see CBS/Fox. 

Kultur Videograms, 121 Hwy. 36, West Long 
Branch, NJ 07764; 201-229-2343, orders 
800-4-KULTUR. 

LaserDisc Corp. of America; see Pioneer. 
MCA Home Video, 70 Universal City Plaza, 
Universal City, CA 91608; 818-777-4315. 

Media Home Entertainment, 5730 
Buckingham Pkwy., Culver City, CA 
90230; 213-216-7900. 

MGM/UA Home Video, 10000 Washington 
Blvd., Culver City, CA 90232; 213-280- 
6000, orders 800-443-5500 ext. 798. 

Nelson Entertainment, 335 N. Maple Dr., 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210; 213-285-6000. 

New Star Entertainment, 260 S. Beverly 
Dr., Beverly Hills, CA 90212-3813; 
213-205-0666. 

New World Video, 1440 S. Sepulveda Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90025; 213-444-8100. 

Orion Home Video, 540 Madison Ave., 

New York, NY 10022; 212-888-4500. 

Pacific Arts Video, 50 N. La Cienega Blvd., 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211; 213-657-2233. 
Paramount Home Video, 5555 Melrose 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90038-3197; 
213-468-5000. 


Pioneer Artists, 2265 East 220 St., Long 
Beach, CA 90810; 213-835-6177. 
RCA/Columbia Pictures Home Video, 3500 
West Olive Ave., Burbank, CA 91505; 
818-953-7900. 

Sony Video Software, 1700 Broadway, New 
York, NY 10019; 212-757-4990. 

Touchstone Home Video; see Disney. 

TWE, 3330 W. Cahuenga Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90068; 213-969-2800. 

Vestron Video, Box 10382, Stamford, CT 
06901; 203-978-5400; orders ext. 2652. 
VidAmerica, 235 East 55 St., New York, NY 
10022; orders 212-355-1600 ext. 335. 
Vidmark Entertainment, 2901 Ocean Pk. 
Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90405-2906; 
213-829-8877. 

Virgin Vision, 6100 Wilshire Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90048; 213-857-5200. 

Warner Home Video, 4000 Warner Blvd., 
Burbank, CA 91522; 818-954-6000. 



Facets Multimedia, 1517 West Fullerton 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60614; 800-331-6197. 


Home Film Festival (rent-by-mail, sales) 

Box 2032, Scranton, PA 18501-9952; 
800-258-3456; in PA 800-633-3456. 

Movies Unlimited, 6736 Castor Ave., 
Philadelphia, PA 19149; 800-523-0823. 

New Video, 276 Third Ave., New York, NY 
10010; 212-475-7400, 800-431-2299. 

Video Schoolhouse, 2611 Garden Road, 
Monterey, CA 93940; 408-375-4474, 
800-345-1441. 

Videotakes, 220 Shrewsbury Ave., 

Red Bank, NJ 07701; 800-526-7002, 
201-747-2444. ■ 
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^ 1-201-427-1732 Call For FREE CATALOG 

We Update Our Recorded Message Once A Week So That You 
Know "What's In Stock" or "Whats Coming Out & When" 

We Also Run Weekly Specials Through Our HOTLINE !!! 

Laser Discs At The LOWBSt PfiCBS Anywh&e in The USA!!! 
15% Off List & 20% Off List On Orders of 3 or More. 

^ 20% Off on all Criterion Titles • 15% Off on Compact Discs 
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Bullitt 


K Ark Caddyshack 

E.T. $28.98 Blazing Saddles cobra 
We Accept: Jacket Dirty Harry 

AMEX/VISA/MC Purple Ram 

DISCOVER/C.O.D. 


EQUIPMENT SPECIALS 
Laser Disc Players 

Model 1030 - $679.00 + Shipping 
Combo Player 

Model 3030 - $979.00 + Shipping 
Combo Player w/Digital Effects 
Model LD-W1 - $1299.00 -r Shipping 
Plays both sides of two discs 
continuously w/Digital Effects 
Pioneer 50" Projection TV 
Model SDP-501Q Y/C Input 
Amazing 250FT-L Brightness 
$3199.00 + Shipping 
All Equipment with U.S. Warranty 

$23.98 7he Color Purple t $23.95 

Superman 1 Heartbreak Ridge Rambo III 

Superman 2 Magnum Force Digital Repressing of 

Superman 3 jhe Music Man ^ Platoon • Hoosiers 

Witches of Eastwick Sudden Impact Come And Visit Our Store 

" 117 ETHEL AVE., HAWTHORNE, NJ 07506 


USA 1-800-446-6474 « CANADA 1-800-848-6757 
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SONY 

continued from page 37 

ing) and monitor outputs, control L in 
and out, master/slave control L and sync 
edit. An onscreen edit monitor has win¬ 
dows for input picture and VCR picture 
with graphics for current VCR operating 
mode, input source, channel, counter, 
remaining tape length and tape speed. 
You need to look at only one screen for 
most of your editing information. 

Description. The SLV-VOHF is a 
petite 3-3/4 inches high by 15-1/4 inches 
wide. Most of the top half of the front 
panel is occupied by the cassette hatch 
with the infrared sensor window and 
eject button to the right. Below are the 
power button and a wide display window 
with the hi-fi and audio level indicator 
at the left and index, time, timer, coun¬ 
ter, channel and status indicators to the 
right. Across the bottom are jacks for 
headphones, video and stereo audio 2 
input plus bar buttons for TV/VTR, 
counter reset, channel -, channel + and 
tuner/line lAine 2 input select. 

Along the right side are three rows 
of buttons with indicators for edit moni¬ 
tor, sync edit, insert edit, rewind (re¬ 
view), play, fast forward (cue), stop and 
pause/still plus a spring-loaded slide 
switch for record. This area opens for¬ 
ward to expose buttons on the door sur¬ 
face for clock set, clear, timer set, check, 
channel/timer - and +, next, quick tim¬ 
er, timer record on/off, preset, fine tune, 
add and erase. On the back wall of the 
compartment are a button for SP/SLP 
record, slide switches for main/SAP nor¬ 
mal audio, auto-stereo/mono force and 
MPX filter, and rotary controls for 
sharpness, normal tracking, slow track¬ 
ing, headphone level and record level. 

Operation. As with most Sony 
VCRs, setting the tuner is a bit tricky in 
that you have to match the channel 
number with the correct picture before 
entering it into memory. It’s not difficult 
when you get the hang of it. 

With the elaborate editing features 
it would be nice to have a jog/shuttle 
dial and a multi-event editing control¬ 
ler. At first we thought that more of the 
controls on the remote should have 
been duplicated on the deck and vice 
versa, but the longer we used the ma¬ 
chine the more we became convinced 
that Sony’s choices were well thought 
out. We look forward to what they will 
design as a no-holds-barred model. 

Performance. The SLV-70HF de¬ 
livers the 240- to 250-line horizontal 
resolution that is typical of VHS. Its vid¬ 
eo signal-to-noise ratio is 46.3 decibels 
unweighted at SP, among the highest 


measured, and 42.5 dB at EP. Weighted 
video S/N is 50.5 dB at SP and 48.5 dB 
at EP while chroma AM S/N is 44.9 dB 
at SP and 38.5 dB at EP. Chroma PM 
S/N is 45.2 dB at SP, again among the 
highest, and 38.3 dB at EP. Cn the 
screen there is little visible noise and the 
colors are true. Cverall picture quality is 
excellent. 

Hi-fi audio performance is close be¬ 
hind with a frequency response of 20 
Hertz to 20 kilohertz, + 0.8/-0.7 dB with 
a dynamic range of 86.3 dB and total 
harmonic distortion of 0.3 percent. Lin¬ 
ear track audio is slightly more modest 
with -3 db (70 percent) frequency re¬ 
sponse of 160 Hz to 10 kHz at SP and 
200 Hz to 6.3 kHz at EP; however, at 
the -6 dB (50 percent) points frequency 
response extends down to 63 Hz at both 
speeds. Here Sony made a tradeoff, 
choosing a smoother response curve, 
without bumps, rather than a slightly 
flatter one. Linear track S/N is 46.9 dB 
at SP and 43.8 dB at EP, better than any 
we’ve seen in a long time. So audio is 
excellent to very good. 

Conclusion. Sony’s first VHS 
VCR is an excellent machine. Its size 
and shape are endearing and it includes 
almost all the features that we would 
have wanted. The selection of automat¬ 
ic functions should appeal to many and 
its performance is excellent. We recom¬ 
mend it highly. ■ 


PIONEER LV PLAYER 

continued from page 40 

the headphone jack, the volume control 
and buttons for power, reverse skip, 
play/still, forward skip and open/close. 

The rear panel has a channel 3/4 
slide switch for RF output, F-connectors 
for antenna in and out, mini jacks for 
SR (system remote) control in and out, 
RCA-typc pin jacks for video out, an¬ 
alog audio left and right and digital/an¬ 
alog audio left and right, a terminal for 
optical digital output and the power 
cord. 

Operation. Basic playback is as 
simple as turning on the power, pressing 
open/close, inserting a disc and pressing 
open/close again. Playback is automatic 
once the drawer is retracted and the 
disc gets up to speed. The jog/shuttle 
dial on the player or on the remote lets 
you move back and forth through the 
program at speeds from l/2x to about 
60x. Still/step moves you back and forth 
one frame at a time. Chapter skip/track 
search moves you back and forth one 
chapter or track at a time. The multiple- 
speed and + /- rockers let you choose di¬ 
rection and speeds from 3x to one frame 
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^WHY PAY MORE? 
BUY DIRECT AND SAVE- 

CALL1-800-283-6633 AND SEE! 

OVER 100 

l/IDEO CAMCORDERS TO CHOOSE FROM 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap, AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

Panasonic iSiavHs 

SPEOAL 

HOLIDAY 

PRICING 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

FULL LINE OF VIDEO ACCESSORIES AT GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES 

MINOLTA 

SUPER VHS FORMAT^^^^n 
SUPERB PICTURE 

Tills outstanding super VHS Is one 
of the most superior cameras of our 
time. Designed for comfort the 

V2000 is a great choice. 8-1 zoom 
gets you up close. 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

Panason^^ 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap, AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

8IVIM FORMAT 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

PAL/SECAM CAMCORDERS AND MULTISYSTEM 

VCR’S IN STOCK 

MINOLTA »HS FORMAT 

Pramodel Camera 

4 High Speed Shutters, 

Manual Iris Override, 

Day & Date, Self-Timer. 

COMPLETE 12 PC. 

PKG. Cam^a, 

Adapter, RF Modulator, ■ 

Blank Tape, AV Adapter, 

Shade, Lens Kit, Tripixl 

ourMPUs™™“ 

Features 1 lux, 16 

Element Lens, 

Digital Effects, 

Variable High TapEWil||WM^^^|Bp 

Speed Shutter, 

Best Possible 

Picture. * 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap, AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

1W^' PALM SIZE ■-> 

iJ V U VHS-C 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap, AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

EXTENDED ^ 

WARRANTIES AVAILABLE ON ALL MODELS 

CHINON 

FINALLY 

A COLOR 

VIEWFINDER 

Features 

Flying erase head, 

Variable high 
speed shutter, 

focusin^""'®'^^® MODEL CVT65 

SPECIAL 

HOLIDAY . 

PRICING 

COMPLETE 12 PC. 

ulator, Blank Tape, AV PW 

CCDV220 

TO^SHIBA 

Features 400 lines of 

Resolution, TItler w/80 
characters, 4 heads, 21 
function wired remote, 

Selftimer, 6-1 Zoom ^ 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap, AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

DIRECT CAMERA WAREHOUSE • 1501 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036 

VISA, MASTERCARD & AMERICAN EXPRESS ACCEPTED 

OVERNIGHT DELIVERY AVAILABLE • MON.-FRI. 9AM-8PM. SAT.-SUN. 10AM-5PM • PERSONAL SERVICE 
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IN NEW YORK STATE—212-391-0313 • OPEN 7 DAYS • PERSONAL SERVICE 

Direct Camera Warehouse stands for quality, service and low Shop- V 

prices, as our many customers know. We’ll give you the best ^ Last ^ wav or night to 

price on anything electronic, call us and see. We only handle the pers . ■ ■ Call us u holiday S 

finest, top-name brands and we stand behind the merchandise M check out avail- ^ 

we sell. Choose from over 100 brands and models, each comes T. prices. Cvernigm u / ggiung n 

with a full manufacturers USA warranty. But that’s not all... we ^ able on many or ou 
welcome any questions you may have before or after your ^ camcorders! . g pom ^ 

purchase. Our courteous, patient informed staff will help you % Happy y ^ 

make the selection best suited to your needs, regardless of price. . ..riAiWAiiKHOiisu ^ 

Sodon’tdelay, there’sacamcorderwaitingforyou. Call toll-free, M 

1-800-283-6633 today and save! 

ALL ITEMS INCLUDE M/ 

NUFACTURER’S USA WARRAI 

SITY AND ACCESSORIES 

FORMAT 

JLm 

CCDV9 

$988 

Features lux, 

6-1 zoom, vari- 
able High 
speed shutter, 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

Cation 

E70, F1,000, E708 

NEW E77 

IN STOCK 

SPECIAL 

PRICES 

CALL & SEE! 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

CHINON 

8MM FORMAT 

PRO MODEL 

CAMCORDER 

Features 7 

Zone Auto Focusing. 

Advance-Slow Motion, 

Piezo, 525 lines NTSC. 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
/VJapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

VIDEO FILTER KIT SAVE $25 

FLUID HEAD TRIPOD $99 

VIDEO LIGHT/BUILT-IN BAH. $149.95 

VHS FORMAT 

GREAT * 

CHOICE 

Features 8-1 Zoom, 

Date, Time, HIgn 

Shut- 
ter. Audio 

Auto 

Indexing. 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap, AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Triood 

FREE! 

5 HIGH GRADE 

^ TAPES ^ 

^ WITH THE ^ 
PURCHASE OF 

A CAMCORDER 

MINOLTA 

6-1 zoom—multi- 
dimensional focus- 
ing, dual area 
metering, hl-speed 
shutter, time lapse 
photography 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap, AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

BEST PRICES 

ON HAMA. VIDICRAFT. VIDEC 

)NICS! CALL. 

CHINON _ 

TOP OF THE llfir IHjilllll 
DIGITAL VHS ^K/gmS^ 

Featu res 2 yr. war- 
ranty, strobe & wipe, 

Digital effects. Picture 
in a picture, Chinon 

Original lens. Great 
optics. 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

WC/I 

CC250 1 

CC300 1 

CC350 ^ 

SPECIAL riltWWgniiiiir^ 

HOLIDAY 

PRICING 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery, Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

KD(g®C{] 

SPECIAL OFFER 

limited 

QUANTITIES 

Top Of the line model 
lux, 

380,000 pixels, 400 
llnesofres.,6-1 zoom, 
built in tiller. 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

ALL OUR PHOK 

E OPERATORS ARE EXPERTS IN THEIR FIELD 

MINOLTA ^ 

FINEST OPTICS 

2 YR. WARRANTY 

Features 7 lux. Slow 

motion. Frame adv., ^Bje^pBKr 

Palm size, over 330 

pixels, time lapse GREAT 

ability. CHOICE 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

gQjg-Y^ 8MM FORMAT 

CCDF40 ’ 

ASK ABOUT 

NEW F50 HHFsinia 

SPECIAL ■ .1 mil 

HOLIDAY 

OFFER * ■ i-KbE GIFT! 

COMPLETE 12 PC. PKG. Camera, Battery Charger, 
Strap AC Adapter, RF Modulator, Blank Tape, AV 
Adapter, Dub Cables, Lens Shade, Lens Kit, Tripod 

WIDE & TELEPHOTO 
LENSES 

HI RESOLUTION OPTICS 

1.5 2.55 

$178 MSHl $268 

2X ^■^■1 3.55 
$228 $328 

SUPER WIDE LENS IN STOCK 

7 Day Return Policy/All Returns Must Be Phoned In For Prior Authorization/All Products Must Be Returned In Original Factory Packaging With Blank 
Warranty Cards/Shipping, Flandling & Insurance Charges Are Non-Refundable/Quantities Are Limited/Availability Is Not Guaranteed On All Items/Prices 
Subject To Change Without Notice/Some Returns May Be Subject To A Restocking Fee. Not responsible for typographical errors. 
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every three seconds, and the + /- rocker 
provides strobe motion and changes 
strobe speeds when pressed while in 
“still with sound” mode. The + /- rocker 
also changes the size of the pixels in the 
mosaic mode. You can select digital 
memory or one-shot memory. 

There are many ways to find a par¬ 
ticular track or chapter, and you may 
program the order in which chapters or 
tracks are played. Chapters are encoded 
on some videodiscs while tracks are la¬ 
belled on CDs and CD-Vs. Auto pro¬ 
gram editing lets you optimize the 
number of tracks that may be played in 
an allotted time span, and you can re¬ 
peat chapters, tracks, sides, programmed 
sequences or material between two se¬ 
lected points. 

Performance. LV players are rat¬ 
ed for a horizontal resolution of 425 
lines, but that is dependent on the qual¬ 
ity of the discs. The best we’ve measured 
is 390 to 400 lines, which the CLD-3030 
delivers. Unweighted video signal-to- 
noise ratio measures 44.8 decibels while 
weighted video S/N is 49.6 dB. Chroma 
AM S/N is 43.4 dB and chroma PM S/N 
is 40.1 dB. The video S/N figures are 
within 1 dB of the best measured for LV 
players, and the chroma S/N figures are 


VIDE OtESTS_ 

typical. We rate video as excellent. 

Audio performance is also among 
the best measured with a frequency re¬ 
sponse within 0.3 dB from 20 Hertz to 
20 kilohertz on the digital tracks and 
+ 0.2/-3.3 dB on the analog tracks. We 
are unable to verify audio frequency re¬ 
sponse down to the rated 4 Hz on the 
digital tracks because none of our test 
discs has signals that low. Dynamic 
range on the digital tracks is rated and 
measured 98 dB, and audio S/N on the 
analog tracks, while unrated, is mea¬ 
sured at 76.1 dB. We verified the total 
harmonic distortion down to our mea¬ 
surement limit of 0.007 percent on the 
digital tracks and 0.03 percent on the 
analog tracks, so audio is excellent, too. 

Conclusion. The Pioneer 
CLD-3030 is one of the best combina¬ 
tion players we’ve measured, earning 
ratings of excellent on video, audio and 
ease of operation. The overall rating is 
excellent. For the purist with the extra 
budget Pioneer’s LD-Sl (“Videotests,” 
June ’87) is still the ultimate LV player, 
but it can’t play CDs or CD-Vs. We en¬ 
joy the wide range of source material the 
CLD-3030 can handle and recommend 
it highly. Its suggested retail price is 
$1,300. ■ 


MAGNAVOK 

continued from page 37 

ber viewing hood with its focusing diop¬ 
ter lens swings out of the way for distant 
viewing. From a rise behind the EVF 
projects the built-in microphone with a 
jack on its right side for an external mic. 
At the balance point is a carrying han¬ 
dle with the accessory shoe atop it. 
Along the left edge are the power slider, 
buttons for standby and eject and a 
shiny slider which acts as the camera/ 
VCR switch. In its open (VCR) position 
it exposes buttons for record, dub (audio 
or video), rewind (search), play, fast for¬ 
ward (search), pause/still and stop. 

On the right side are the cassette 
hatch and the molded grip with the 
camera run/pause button and zoom 
rocker on its top surface and a safety/ 
support strap that runs around the back 
of your hand. At the back are jacks for 
an adapter, wired remote pause and a 
headphone, buttons for tracking (up 
and down) and battery eject, the battery 
cavity with a flap and the edit switch. 

Operation. Using the CVJ360 is i 
very easy. Swing the viewfinder into po- | 
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Next Month In 

VIBEO 


VCR Tune-Up 

Hozu to coax the best 
possible picture out of 
your deck with the right 
cables, cleaners, tools 
and tricks. 


Remote Mania 

An in-depth guide to 
the newest veneration 



viBia 

Reader Service Card 


l/IBEB 

Reader Service Card 


Address_ 


City_ _State_Zip_ 

Telephone Number (with Area Code)_ 

1. Please check the video and video-related products you plan to buy in the next t2 
months. 

A n VCR E □ CD player, LV player, combi-player 

B □ TV monitor/receiver F □ video camera/camcorder 

C □ Projection TV G □ Other audio equipment 

0 □ AA/ system H □ Prerecorded videotapes 

2. How many prerecorded videotapes have you purchased in the last 12 months? 

j □ More than 25 q □ 6-10 

Mg 21-25 RQ3.5 

N □ 16-20 S □ 1-2 

P □ 11-15 T □ None 


Name 

Address 



City_ 

State Zip 



Telephone Number (with Area Code) _ 

1 . Please check the video and video-related products you plan tn in ttic ne 


AO VCR 

B □ TV monitor/receiver 
C □ Projection TV 
D □ A/V system 


E n CD player, LV player, combi-player 
F □ video camera/camcorder 
G □ Other audio equipment 
H U Prerecorded videotapes 


2. How many prerecorded videotapes have you purchased in the las! 12 months? 
j □ More than 25 q □ 6-10 

M 0 21-25 Rn3-5 

N □ 16-20 s □ 1-2 

P □ 11-15 T □ None 


4. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? K □ Yes L U No 


4. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? KDYes L □ Ni 


Pieas« circl« product numbers to receive desired info 
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VIDEOTESTS 


every three seconds, and the + A rocker 
provides strobe motion and changes 
strobe speeds when pressed while in 
“still with sound” mode. The + A rocker 
also changes the size of the pixels in the 
mosaic mode. You can select digital 
memory or one-shot memory. 

There are many ways to find a par¬ 
ticular track or chapter, and you may 
program the order in which chapters or 
tracks are played. Chapters are encoded 
on some videodiscs while tracks are la¬ 
belled on CDs and CD-Vs. Auto pro¬ 
gram editing lets you optimize the 
number of tracks that may be played in 
an allotted time span, and you can re¬ 
peat chapters, tracks, sides, programmed 
sequences or material between two se¬ 
lected points. 

Performance. LV players are rat¬ 
ed for a horizontal resolution of 425 
lines, but that is dependent on the qual¬ 
ity of the discs. The best we’ve measured 
is 390 to 400 lines, which the CLD-3030 
delivers. Unweighted video signal-to- 
noise ratio measures 44.8 decibels while 
weighted video S/N is 49.6 dB, Chroma 
AM S/N is 43.4 dB and chroma PM S/N 
is 40.1 dB. The video S/N figures are 
within 1 dB of t he best mea sured for IV 


typical. We rate video as excellent. 

Audio performance is also among 
the best measured with a frequency re¬ 
sponse within 0.3 dB from 20 Hertz to 
20 kilohertz on the digital tracks and 
-I-0.2/-3.3 dB on the analog tracks. We 
are unable to verify audio frequency re¬ 
sponse down to the rated 4 Hz on the 
digital tracks because none of our test 
discs has signals that low. Dynamic 
range on the digital tracks is rated and 
measured 98 dB, and audio S/N on the 
analog tracks, while unrated, is mea¬ 
sured at 76.1 dB. We verified the total 
harmonic distortion down to our mea¬ 
surement limit of 0.007 percent on the 
digital tracks and 0.03 percent on the 
analog tracks, so audio is excellent, too. 

Conclusion. The Pioneer 
CLD-3030 is one of the best combina¬ 
tion players we’ve measured, earning 
ratings of excellent on video, audio and 
ease of operation. The overall rating is 
excellent. For the purist with the extra 
budget Pioneer’s LD-Sl (“Videotests,” 
June ’87) is still the ultimate LV player, 
but it can’t play CDs or CD-Vs. We en¬ 
joy the wide range of source material the 
CLD-3030 can handle and recommend 
it highly. Its sugges_ted retail price is 


MAGNAVDX 

continued from page 37 

ber viewing hood with its focusing diop¬ 
ter lens swings out of the way for distant 
viewing. From a rise behind the EVF 
projects the built-in microphone with a 
jack on its right side for an external mic. 
At the balance point is a carrying han¬ 
dle with the accessory shoe atop it. 
Along the left edge are the power slider, 
buttons for standby and eject and a 
shiny slider which acts as the camera/ 
VCR switch. In its open (VCR) position 
it exposes buttons for record, dub (audio 
or video), rewind (search), play, fast for¬ 
ward (search), pause/still and stop. 

On the right side are the cassette 
hatch and the molded grip with the 
camera run/pause button and zoom 
rocker on its top surface and a safety/ 
support strap that runs around the back 
of your hand. At the back are jacks for 
an adapter, wired remote pause and a 
headphone, buttons for tracking (up 
and down) and battery eject, the battery 
cavity with a flap and the edit switch. 

Oper ation. Using the CVI360 is 




o (O CO 

E ® o 

® «o 

CO X - 
I w ffi -o 
■2 





































Next Month In 

iimio 


VCR Tune-Up 

Holu to coax the best 
possible picture out of 
your deck with the right 
cables, cleaners, tools 
and tricks. 


Remote Mania 

An in-depth guide to 
the newest generation 
of universal remote 
controls. 


Heads of 
the Class 

A field guide to head¬ 
phones that can enhance 
your viewing as well as 
your listening. 

Descrambling 

Pay-Per-View 

How new technology is 
adding muscle to one of 
home video's most 
troublesome challengers. 


Plus New Videotests, 
New Reviews, 

New Listings 



GUARANTEED BEST PRICES IN USA 











































A THE ELEaROHIC 
r" MAILBOX 

I «Lco«E QPPgp 800^34-1901 

insiDietof For Infotniation: 516-759-1611 .Technical Advice Hotline: 
cci MT(K 516-759-1943.10-12 Chortes Street, Glen Cove. NY 11542 

800 - 323-2325 


VIDICRAFT 


I rT3Wl AUDIO SOURCE 

The Ultimate Control Center 
with A/V Processing 
. 5 In/S out A/V source selector 

I . RF in/RF out for convenience 

. VIDEO-enhoncer, color processor, A/V foder 
■ I reduction), full speclrun 
dubbing, stereo synthesizer. 



SoundsRight 

Requires CK5S Coble Kit 

SRT-100 

Audio Mixer 

with Audio/Video Fader 

Now you con combine up to 3 sources of 
sound at the some time on your home video 
tapes. Add background music or narration 
to existing sound tracks with ease - and the 
auto fade controi outomoticaily fades 
picture, sound or both! Buiit-in amplifier. 
Microphone with coble included 




MdiMate 

VDM-200 

Now you con get professional looking results with 
your video equipment. The VidlMote improves picture 
quality during playback or editing from any source. 
Features automatic fades, fine adjustment ot outline, 
detail, brightness, calor and tint. PLUS-2 video inputs 
and 4 video/audio outputs! PLUS PLUS-Ihe new 
VidiMate features split screen for before/after 
comparison. 




SALE 


$29900 


$9995 


Detailer Video 
Image Enhancer 

Vidicroff Detailer Video Image Enhancer-The 
perfect mote to your stabilizer! The all new 
Vidicratt Detailer will improve the performance 
of your video camera, camcorder or VCR 
during recording, dubbing or viewing! Now you 
can easily and economically control sharpness 
and detail tor clear, crisp Images. And, the split 
screen feature lets you view the before and alter 
effects of your enhancing. ITs jusf what you've 
been waiting fori 


SALE 


$9995 


S $129.95 


Requires CK5S Cable Kit 

$2700 


SPECIAL -Get Detailer tor only $89.95 
when purchased with the PICTURE PERFECT 


To Get $ 10 Off the Detailer ^ 
Picture Perfect Combination! 

COUPON <"V189 




Picture Perfect 

New 1988 Video Stabilizer Eliminates: 

• Picture flashing 

• Color shifts 

• Picture jitters 

Now you con view all your favorite movies, 
including oil the latest titles! $^988 
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BOSCO 

DELUXE 
CAMCORDER 
CARRYING CASE 

V92 Deluxe case teotui.. 

alloy highlech protection. Holds all 
tormot vHS comcorders, extra batter 
and topes. Shock-obsotblng Intedor- 
scratch resistant polycoated suittace. 
LockobloKig« 



saleS49« 

REG $59.95 


$5995 


SOLIDEX zZZ7 

TELEWIDER 
Telephofo/Wide Angle 
In One Lens! 

Top quality, 4 element lens teotures a 
1.5x teleptioto and a .6x wide angle in 
one lens. PLUS-New '/. turn quick 


$ 999 $ 


CAMCORDER /liK# 
SUPPORTER / Dwy ^ 

MONOPOD 

Lightweight compact 
video camera 
monopod. 

$3995 

b 

CAMCORDER 

RESTS ^ 

Greatly improve comfort 
and stability $39^^ 

CR201 Stepps bSSKk 

SOLIDEX 

MAGIC BAR W 

Multiple Accessory Shoe rT| 

holds 2 additional lights. Mm 

OPTEX ^ VI 
CamSupport > % 

Totally hands free shoulder 
support. Fits all cameras! 

$5995 

SIGMA SHBUI 
5x Super Telephoto 

Prolesslonal quclity high 
resolution lens with Exclusive 
Independent Focusing! 

$24900 

SPECIAL EFFECTS 
FILTER KIT 

$4995 

Includes UV, polarizer, 
x-sfar, multi-imager, PLUS- 
adapter rings and pouch. 

Also Available: video 

FILTER KIT-Includes UV and 
neutral density filters, adopter 
rings and storage pouch. 

$1095 

maxell 

CAMCORDER/VCR REPLACEMENT BAHERIES 

M6015 Sony CCD M7, V9S39.95 M1220 Pono 220, 300 . . $39.95 

M9611 Shorp full size VHSS49.95 M9614 JVCVHSC .... $39.95 

MODI 3 Sony 8mm-$29.95 

$2995 

PROFESSIONAL rlHl 
CAMCORDER X.imO 
TELEPHOTO LENS 

sAL^sgsoo 

STANDARD 

TELEPHOTO/ I 

WIDE ANGLE 

tl) 

S49« i35^'?liX 

cSmcotoer [VDO-PAI^l 

^ as 

eSwIKToi, SALE ^79*® 








































EVERY TEEN'S DREAM CS® 

Studio 4 Home DJ Machine 

A portable stereo disco mixer with buitt-ln sound elfects 
dnd PA system, Fecitures 4 channel mixing, 8 computerized 
sound etiecis, cassette deck, 3" speakers, illuminated display 
(microphone and headset included). Requires 4 D-cell batteries. 


GENERAL ^ ELECTRiC 


UNIVERSAL REMOTE 
CONTROL 

Operates up ta 3 remotes ond works 
all infrared systems! Use if to replace 
remotes from your TV, VCR cable box 
stereo system, etc. Easy ta program. 


$4995 



S 59 W I 


flbTHE ELEaRONIC 
^ MAILBOX 

ra I NEW NY ORDER LINE: 800-6341901 

No<r«po>.s.r>«ro. For Information: 516-759-1611 .Technical Advice Hotline 
Npooropr..co> eeor. 516759-1943.10-12 Chodes Street. Glen Cove. NY 11542 


800 - 323-2325 


^ ^^^^DirectEp 

Now You Can Make Professional 
Looking Movies ... Complete With 
Titles, Graphics and Special Effects!! 

Here's what Direct Ed will do for you: 

EDIT Arrange your favorite scenes in any orde.. 

TITLE Built-in character generator and internal graphics (9 type styles and 64 colors!) 
SPECIAL EFFECTS 17 types ot fades or wipes 
LIBRARY Index scenes for future use. 

EASY TO USE On screen instructions, wireless remote control plus previewing feature! 



$49900 


SoundMixer 





Velbon 


^ottooiY- 



VIDEO TAPE AUDIO MIXER 

• Add narration ond bdckground music to your home 


• Easily connects between camcorder and VCR 

• Saund is added to the transferred tape. Original 
track is unalfecfed. 

• High fidelity omnidirectional mic and cables 
included. 


PRO QUALITY 

Fluid Head Tripods 

SX681K-0ur professional Tripod includes 
2-way fluid panhead for super smoofh 
pons and tilts. Heavy duty 3 section 
D-chonnel legs adjust down to 40 degrees! 
PLUS-Automatic quick-lock camera mount. 
Opens to 65" 


$16900 


SALE 


$6995 


REG $79.95 



MEMOREX 


CORDLESS STEREO 
HEADPHONE SYSTEM 

CS40-NOW you con listen to you; favorite CP® UNIVERSAL REMOTE CONTROL 
.Replace up to 8 different 
remote controls 
• Built-in clock-5 timers 
. Easy to program 
. Programs remote cablebox 
tor true time shiffing 




_^r topes, IV shows or VCR 

movies In stereo without headphone 
extension cords and without disturbing 
others! The system Includes on Infrared 
transmitter and receiver-letting you plug 
In your own headphones to enjoy high 
quality sound! 


REG $99.95 


SALE 


$0995 


SALE $9995 


• Theatre-like sound in your 
home with true Dolby 
Surround Sound decoding 

• Built-In amplifier fo 
power your speakers 


$12995 



2 MIC SYSTEM 

WMS-20 ll-This versatile system allows you to pick up 
sound at the source without undeslreoble side noises. 
Hand held and tie clip mics feature new circuitry and 
filters, giving a much cleaner signal. Plus new smaller, 
lighter receiver mounts easily on your camcorder or 

recorder. 100' range and 2 channels ‘- 

free operation. 




COMPLETELY WIRELESS 
HAND HELD MIC 

WMS-30II System includes latest lightweight receiver 
plus a completely self-contained wireless transmitter bi 
into 0 hand held mic. Perfect for passing around at 
weddings-ideal tor intenriewing! 

SALE ^98°° REG $118.00 


ZOOM MICROPHONE 

ECZ 660-Now beom in on the sound in front 
of you withouf recording side noises! Super 
cordioid elecfref condenser microphone. 2 
position switch allows you to zoom in "long" 
position and wide dngle in "short" position. 
Features 45' range. Overcomes autolocus 


_gesA AZDEN. 

\ plus special optical efleds $2995 

Video Storage Cabinet 

Wooden 2 drawer unit holds 

24 VHS or Beta cassettes. 


Compact video Light 
with Battery Built-In! 

NiCd battery powers light 
tor 25 minutes! And, 
weighs oniy 12.5 ounces! 
Specia! 15w buib deilvers 
50w of iight intensity! 

Special $99^^ 

Pocket ^ 

Battery Video 

Light Kit 

45 minute running time. Goose 
neck allows far precise lighting. 

8235 ®139®® 

133 Channel Remote coble 
converter with volume control. 

■Iwi 

SALEn4»5 

SALE®! 19°° REG$139.00 

SOLIDEX^^^ 

VHS or Beta Specify CASSETTE 

Rewind/Fast Forward REWINDER 

with digital counter Specify VHS or Beta 

Model 8000 $^Q95 $1795 

SALE 1 # REG $19.95 

KWM MEMOReX^B 

Deluxe Video Head fm 

Cleaning System Hi 

• Cleons entire tope patti 

$2495 “ 

OPTEX 

All-In-One w 

Video Light with 
Replaceable Batteiy 

20 Wdtf light gives 50-60 watt 
intensity. 20-25 minute 
running time. 

Introductory 

Special 51 

The VCR Programmer 

Now everyone In your family can easily 
program the VCR. HAL literally talks you 
through programming your VCR-plus... HAL is so advanced, he 
con even program your VCR over the phone! Simple installation- 
no wiring! Compatible with all infra-red VCR's. $AAfiS 

CLOSEOUT ’sIb* 

DIM QUICKSHOT 
NINTENDO & SEGA 
Joysticks 

Specify model, 

Reg >19.95 SALE ^1 4®® 




































sition; set all of the functions to auto¬ 
matic; insert a cassette; switch AIS to 
the appropriate position; make sure the 
cameraAine slider covers the line con¬ 
trols; switch on the power and you’re 
ready to press the run/pause trigger for 
shooting. If the situation warrants, you 
may select manual focus, fixed white 
balance, backlight control, fade or any 
of the other options. For line recording 
or playback, move the cameraAine slider 
to the line position to expose the line 
controls and select play, record, audio 
dub or video dub. Line sources must be 


VIDEOTESTS 


plugged into the AC adapter, which 
must be plugged into the camcorder. 
You may record from any source, includ¬ 
ing a TV with video and audio output, a 
VCR or another camcorder. You may 
also record directly off the air with the 
optional V80089BK01 tuner adapter. 
For playback you may view the picture 
in the finder, on a monitor connected ei¬ 
ther through the A/V out adapter or the 
AC adapter, or on a TV connected to 
the AC adapter. 

Performance. The horizontal res¬ 
olution of the CVJ360’s recorder section 



is 240 lines even though the camera part 
can deliver 300 lines. Its unweighted 
video signal-to-noise ratio is 43.8 deci¬ 
bels and weighted video SA4 is 50.8 dB, 
while chroma AM SAA is 42.2 dB and 
chroma PM SAT is 41.7 dB. The flying 
erase head makes video dubs that are 
nearly seamless and free from moire. 
The AlS removes most of the camera 
shake associated with amateur tapes. In 
the “pan” position AIS corrects for only 
vertical shakes. That makes picture 
quality very good to excellent because 
unsteady pictures are more offensive 
that a little noise. 

The CVJ360AV01 has an audio fre¬ 
quency response of 125 Flertz to 10 kilo¬ 
hertz at the -3 dB points. Audio SAT is 
42.9 dB; total harmonic distortion is 1.3 
percent. The audio dub feature is handy 
and not available on all camcorders, so 
we rate audio quality as very good. 

Conclusion. Image stabilization 
enables the CVJ360AV01 to tape a 
smooth picture even at the extreme lOx 
tele position. If you hate carrying a tri¬ 
pod, it will give your viewers a chance to 
share your eye on life without inducing 
motion sickness. We recommend it 
highly at its suggested retail price of 
$2,499. 

chart on page 112 
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CONSUMERS DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

m NEW YORK STATE 212-581-9056 4 Qf\f\ OOO AACtfX 

OPEN 7 DAYS TO SERVE YOU BETTER ■ "O 

BUY DIRECTLY FROM THE WAREHOUSE 

AND SAVE!! 

Consumers Discount Warehouse stands for Service, Quality 
and Low Prices! We offer the Absolute Best in Over 100 
Name Brand Quality Cameras. We back that up with a FREE 
EXTENDED WARRANTY Service Contract with the purchase 
of every Camcorder. 

JUST CALL TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 882-4460 


Setyi.^®_purcVTase 




Call For Consumers Discounted Low Low Prices! 



Panasonic 

PV-420 


$888 

PV-425.CALLrt 

PV-445 .CALL^ 

Package Includes 20 Piece Outfit. 



Panasonic 

PV-110 

$828 

pv-si50..$11484 
AG-170. $1099" 

Package Includes 20 Piece Outfit. 



Panasonic 


PV-S350 ....INSTANT 
MAIL ORDER REBATE 

LL Package Includes 20 Piece Outfit. 


SONY 

CCD F40. 

CCD F30 

Consumers Discounted Low Low Price, 
Package Includes 20 Piece Outfit. 

Camcorders Include 

20 Piece Package 

1. Camera 11. A/V Adaptor 

2. Battery 12. Dub Cables ^ 

F 3. Charger 13. Lens Kit ^ 

4. Strap 14. RF Modulator* 

5. Handle IS. Coax Cable 

6. Lens Cap 16. Cassette Adaptor* 

7. Lens Shade 17. VHF Transformer* 

L 8. Instructions 18. 75/300 Ohm Adaptor* j 

^ 9.5 FREE TAPES 19. Tripod .4 

10. USA 20. Extended War- 

Manufacturers ranty Service 

^^^^^Warranty 

SONY^#^ 

SP-7.CALL ^ 

CCD-V9.V9 

CCD-V11..CALL 

CCD-220..CALL 
(PRO MODEL) 

Consumers Disputed Low Low Price. 

\ Package Includes 20 Piece Outfit. 

KO(S0^ jg^ 

TOP-OF-THE LINE 

PRO 8mm. 

4 Lux. 2 Digital Superimposer^^HjMBBU^y^H^ ^ 
4000th Speed Shutter 

CALL 

Consumers Discounted Low Low Price. 
Package Includes 20 Piece Outfit. 

•JVC 

1 GRC 35U 

]$899^JSImL^ 

|gRC25U 

GRC55U 

CALL 

Consumers Discounted Low Low Price. 
Package Includes 20 Piece Outfit. 

VL-C650U 

VL-73UA 

CALL 

Consumers Discounted Low Low Price. 
Package includes 20 Piece OutfitMj^ 

r'AI 1 

LMLL Package Includes 30 Piece Outfit, 

TOP-OF-THE-LINE HI-RES OPTICS 

SUPER WIDE - 1.5 X TELE 

ANGLE LENS LENS 

$149^^$169 

2 X TELE 3.55XTELE 

LENS LENS 

$199 $299 

PROTECTIVE VIDEO FILTER KfT FOR ALL 
CAMCORDERS. . $69.95 

Consumers Discounted Low Low Price. 
Package Includes 20 Piece Outfit. 

IJ® OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK. SEND CHECK.0R MONEYo'rDeK^ ST.. NiW YQPK- NY 10107 
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Magnavox 

CVJ36fl VHS 
Camcorder 

DATA 

Suggested Price: 

$2,499 

Weight: 7.5 pounds 

Dimensions: 

9 X 5-5/8 X ie-t/4 
inches (h/w/d) 

12 VDC, camcorder; 
110/120/220/240 VAC, 
50/60 Hz, AC adapter 
Power Consumption: 

18 W, camcorder; 

40 W, AC adapter 

Image Sensor; 

1/2-inch CCD 

Lens; 

f/1.6, lOx (8-80 mm) 
two-speed power zoom 
with macro 

Minimum Focusing 
Distance: 

5 feet, normal; 

1 inch, macro 

Autofocus; 

yes, switchabie to 
manual 

Minimum Illumination; 

rated and measured— j 
15 lux 1 

Iris; 

automatic with switch- 
able backlight control 
Sensitivity: 
single range 

High-Speed Shutter: 
normal, 1/250-, 1/500-, 
t/1000-sec. 

White Balance; 

indoor/automatic/out¬ 
door switchabie 
Viewfinder; 
electronic—2/3-inch 

CRT with onscreen 
indicators for battery 
condition, low battery, 
no tape tab, dew, time/ 
date, counter/elapsed 
time, index, Al, manual 
white balance, high- 
; speed shutter and low 
light 

Viewfinder Controls: 

diopter focus, electrical 
focus and brightness 

VCR Controls: 
record, audio dub, re¬ 
wind (search), play, fast 
forward (search), pause 
and stop 

Microphone; 
electret condenser 

Jacks: | audio dub, video dub, 

adapter, remote, head- i auto rewind 
phone and external mic Absent Features 

Tape Format; | frame advance, slow 

VHS motion, speed play, 

__I ''is'W® FF affl f®'*'!'''*. 

Rr ■ I"-"* 

Accessories; 

Cue & Review supplied-V80088BK01 

(Search): aC adapter, 

3x approx. V8008eBK01 battery (1 

Fast Forward/Rewind hf- ‘*0 min.), shoulder 

-[■[mg. strap, audio/video out- 

apprrix. 10 min. for P®* adaP'sh audio/video 

j.^20 ®®We, antenna cable, 

300-to-75-ohm antenna 

Remote: ■; transformer, LR1130 

wired run/pause clock battery, wired re- 

; mote control, earphone 
four digits or elapsed case; 

time (record mode 

only), with memory '®P®- 

' V8004DBK01 plug-in 

Program Start AC adapter, 

Locator/lndex/Cue: V80041BK01 car bat- 

auto/manual index and tery cord, V80090BK01 

address character generator and 

Linear Audio: ' 

Zer Features: "^^ULTS 

auto fade, still frame, Horiz. Resolution; 

remote pause, separate recorder—240 lines; 

: eject, counter memory, camera—300 lines 

S/N, Video Lumi¬ 
nance, Unweighted; 

43.8 dB 

S/N, Video Lumi¬ 
nance, Weighted: 

50.8 dB 

S/N, Chroma AM; 

42.2 dB 

S/N, Chroma PM: 

41.7 dB 

Audio Frequency 
Response: 

125 Hz-10 kHz, -3 dB 
S/N, Audio: 

42.9 dB 

Audio Distortion: 

1.3% 

RATINGS 

Picture Quality: 

very good/excellent for 
VHS 

Audio Quality; 

very good for linear 
track 

Operational Ease; 

excellent 

Overall Performance: 

very good/excellent 




■ WE BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE! 

M ™ K B M M ■ V ■ K _ ^ ALL MERCHANDISE IN FACTORY-SEALED BOXES WITH USA WAR- 

WH ■ ■■ W RANTIES. TEN-DAY RETURNS MUST BE PHONED IN FOR PRIOR 

_ AUTHORIZATION. PRICES SUBJECTTO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 

-Ai. X, A A A- . RETURNS MAY BE SUBJECT TO SOME RESTOCKING FEE. NOT 

26 Northoast 1 AvsnuG • Miami, Florida 33132 • 305-577-4469 responsible for typographical errors. 



timer, fade 
control, date/ 
time, 7 lux. 



Pockets 


EZ Movie/C.$ 899.00 

CV-T70 Call 

CV-T80. 

CV-T65 


points.shoot, __ - 
full range AF. GR-A30U 

GR-25 .$ 799.00 

GR-35 .$ 869.00 

GR-S55U.$1099.00 
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rDISTRIBUTOlS 


• COMPLETE LINE of RCA recor¬ 
ders & camcorders as well as most 
supporting video accessories. 

• FAST SHIPPING 24 hrs (in most 

• NO SALES TAX ADDED (except 
in Virginia.). 

• MAIL-OUT SPECIALS for 
previous customers only! I 

• VIDEO SPECIALISTS-We help 
before & AFTER the sale. 



RCA RECORDERS 

VR250 VR270 VR275 VR450 
VR470 VR475 VR595 VR630HF 
VR640HF VR695HF 



To order from a company that offers 
customer technical assistance 
BEFORE & AFTER the sale CALL 


^^^d-800-368-5020 

In Virginia 1-804-595-2572 


ncii 

I I NEW ! We have a full line 
I of GE VCR’s & CAMCORDERS 


Mon-Fri: 9AM-9PM Sat 9AM-6PM 
Bank Ref: Signet Bank 
Member: Virginia Peninsula 
Chamber of Commerce 



I COD 

I To receive a free brochure describing 
g our products & terms & conditions of 
& sale, please write to the address below. 


VIDEO DIRECT DISTRIBUTORS 
116 Production Drive 
Tabb, VA 23602 




VIDEO CASSETTE TAPES 

(Super High Grade) 

Sunhill Video Dept, will provide you 
with the Ultimate in quality, design and 
service. 


VHS 

T-15....$2.69 
T-30....$3.39 
T-60....$4.29 
T-90 ....$4.69 


BETA 

L-65 ....$2.69 
L-125 ..$3.39 
L-250 ..$4.29 
L-500 ..$4.69 


Minimum Order $30.00 
(Plus 5% Shipping) 

Volume Discounts Upon Request 
Visa & MasterCard Accepted 

SUNHILL 

Dept. V 

1000 Andover Park E., Seattle, WA 98188 
(206) 575-4131 _ 



VIDEO RECORDERS...TELEPHONES... 
CAMCORDERS...COPIERS&FAX... 
TELEVISION.. .CELLULAR.. .AUDIO PRODUCTS... 


IICJI MAGNAlO( CluaSar 

uniden sharr Canon 

^’Bnerson. JVC Panasonic 
TTT 


GENERAL ^ ELECTRIC SO]^4'Y 


Also Available... 

MICROWAVES.. .RADAR.. .CB.. .SCANNERS. 
COMPUTERS.. .PRINTERS.. .SECURITY SYSTEMS 



For addit 


: information, 







































The following pages contain adver¬ 
tisements for adult material. The sec¬ 
tion has been sealed as an accommo¬ 
dation to those readers who have no 
interest in such materials. 


The entire section is perforated at 
the spine so that it can be removed. 


To gain access to these pages, tear 
off the perforated outside edge. 
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BUY ANY 2 AND GET 
FREE!!! That’s right! You 
ADULT VIDEOS for less 
pay for just one! ORDER 
include our FULL COLOR 
mags, films, and adult toys! 
are limited! 


Everybody’s favorite bust Queen, Candy Samples, is 
seen performing every imaginable erotic big-bust 
fantasy you can think of on this one-hour tape. This 
is Candy at her biggest, sexiest - and hottest! Also 
starring Shauna Grant, Eric Edwards, and luscious 
Mindy Rae. Don’t miss it! 60 min. 

#FVM-33 


Little Oral Annie shows you how she got her middle 
name in this succulent one-hour videotape. You 
won’t believe your eyes as Annie - in all her buxom, 
beautiful glory - displays her mouthwatering talents 
over and over again! An absolute must-see for any 
adult film connoisseur! 60 min. 

#FVM-13 


Pound for pound, petite (98 lbs.) and pretty Lj 
Sanders has got to be the hottest young woman, 
adult films! Here, along with her boyfriend ! 
gorgeous, sexy Bridget Monet, Loni demonstra 
that as far as hot, wet and wild adult action 
concerned, there’s no one better! Also starring in I 
one-hour tape are Kim Lee (the China Doll) andt 
beautiful new starlets! #FVM-7 


NOW $ 






BUY 2 

GET ONE 


ALLS^Q 

SviDEOS I 


DIVERSE INDUSTRIES, INC. 14622 Lanark St., Van Nuys, Calif. 91402 


BUY 2 

GET ONE 


FREE! 


PLEASE SPECIFY: 
□ VHS □ BETA 

□ CANDY’S BEDTIME STORY #AFVM-33 onlv$9.95! 

□ LITTLE ORAL ANNIE #AFVM-13 only$9.95! 

n MASQUERADE #AFVM-7 only $9.95! 

Q SUPER SPECIAL: ALL 3 VIDEOS #AFVM-40 only$19.95! 

1. TOTAL PURCHASES.S_ 

2. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax.$_ 

3. Postage, handling, guaranteed delivery insurance... $_*:00— 

4. For Rush Priority (Air Mail, U.P.S.), add $1.50.$- 

5. TOTAL ENCLOSED (Or Charged).$ 



ORDER BY PHONE 

IAM-5PM(PT) MON-FRI MASTERCARD OR VISA ONLY! 


1-818-78a-7a06 



inLjiiiiiiii-„ 

_ 





PBEE 


I with your order, a GIANT Explicit Video 
Catalog or send $1 for Catalog alone. 


DIVERSE INDUSTRIES, INC. DEPT. V189 










































MAIL ORDER EXPRESS 


52 UNCENSORED ADULT 
FEATURE FILMS 


ON 90 MINUTE 
CASSETTES ONLY 


AAf EACH IN 
M M OUANTITY 



Now choose from 52 fantastic adult video features for as low as 99(1 each in quantity. Every 90 minute tap 
jammed full of the hottest and hardest sex imaginable, featuring hundreds of famous stars & nasty new¬ 
comers. We guarantee you will receive the great movies listed... 

Also, this offer comes with no strings attached or further obligations, we're convinced that once you sei 
the great prcxJucts & prices, you'll become one of our valued 


G HARLEQUIN AFFAIR 


□ PLEASURE SO DEEP 


□ TEENAGE RUNAWAYS 


r SEXUAL PURSUIT 


G ^tor'g^ger 

□ heavenly DESIRES 

□ HEAD OVER HEELS 


C SUPER MODELS 


C DADDY’S DARLING DAUGHTER 
C TASTE OF MONEY 
□ grand OPENING 


C CAMPUS CUTIES 
G BLACK SISTER/WHITE BR 


□ WOMAN IN THE WINDOW 
C SPREADING JOY 


BOMUS— .ORDER ALL52 VIDEOS & RECEIVEA I20CUMSHOTTAPE FOR FREE!!!! 

OUR DANY 5 FOR $15 POSTAGE, HANDLING □ 5 VIDEO'S $3 

SPECTACULAR □ ANY 15 FOR $25 & 100% DELIVERY □ 15 VIDEO'S $4 

PRICES □ ANV 35 FOR $38 INSURANCE □ 35 VIDEO'S $5 

□ ALL52FOR$5I □ 52 VIDEO'S $6 


25 E. Washington Suite 939 Chicago IL 60602 Must be 18 to-order 


o; Fantastic Features Dept: hi9 


FIFTEEN FREE VIDEO'S 

FOR YOUR NAME & ADDRESS ALL YOU PAY IS P & H 

$ 0-95 

JUST M TOTAL 

1. SWEET & CREAMY 

2. BLONDE SANDWICH 

3. WELCOME WAGON 

4. OREO COOKIE GIRLS 

5. TEASE ME 

6. GREEK DOLLS 

7. NO HOLES BARRED 

8. BUN LOVERS 

9. BLACKS & BLONDES 

10. ORAL ORGASMS 
n. GIRLS & THEIR TOYS 

12. DIRTY BLONDES 

13. ENDLESS ORGIES 

14. CUMSHOTS 



15. KNOBS & KNOCKERS 


PO BOX 5460 CHICAGO 


30 CINEMATIC 
SUPERSTARS 

ONLY 40^ 


EA. IN VOLUME 



Now you can build your adult video libraiy the 

smart way.Choose from explicit, action 

packed videos starring today's most prolific 
male & female superstars. Every thirty minute 
tape is recorded in super HQ high resolution 
color with sync sound and musical score. 

□ AMBER LYNN 

□ CHRISTY CANYON 

□ TAIJARAE 


□ TANYA FOX 

□ BRITTANY STRYKER 
3 TRINITY LOREN 



□ STACEY DONOVAN 

□ NIKKI DEE 

□ JANETTE LITTLEDOVE 
Q PAULA HARLOW 


□ CAROLYN CHAMBERS 


ired and send 
i: ALL STAR 
VIDEO Dept.Hi9 POBOXM827 GaiyIn. 
46401-0827 

□ ANY ONE FOR $6 

□ ANYTENFOR$IO 

□ ALL 30 ONLY $14.70 

Check format □VHS □BETA 


To order please check st; 


180 CLIMATIC 
ENDINGS 

IN 12 EXCITING VIDEOS 

oo* 

M M EACH IN QUANTITY 
WE WANT YOU AS A BUYING CUSTOMERI $12 
ALL 12 VIDEO'S PLUS $4 P & H SEND NAME, 
ADDRESS & REMITTANCE TO: VIDEO SPECIAL¬ 
TIES DEPT. H19 P.O. BOX 370 NEW BUFFALO, 
Ml. 49117-0370 



Each one hour tape is packed with the greatest 
collection of stars and cumshots ever seen on 
videol FRANKI LEIGH (pictured), TAIJA RAE, 
SAMANTHA STRONG, SEKA, & HUNDREDS 


CUSTOMER SERVICE INQUIRIES ONLY 219-981-2274 
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At VIDEO Magazine, we believe 
our readers should get what they order 
from our mail-order advertisers at the 
prices indicated and in a timely fashion. 
We stand behind that belief by taking 
steps to determine that an advertiser is 
reputable and reliable before accepting 
an advertisement. Additionally, if we 
learn that an advertiser engages in a 
regular pattern of unfair or improper 
business practices, we will deny that ad¬ 
vertiser the opportunity to advertise in 
VIDEO Magazine. 

Nonetheless, the responsibility for 
fair dealing ultimately lies with the ad¬ 
vertisers themselves, and unfortunately 
VIDEO Magazine cannot guarantee their 
behavior. Therefore, we feel it is impor¬ 
tant for our readers to know what their 
rights are and to follow the tips set forth 
below for purchasing merchandise by 
mail. Further, we are prepared to use 
our best efforts to assist any customer 
who has been improperly or unfairly 
dealt with by one of our advertisers. 

Our requirements for advertising in 
VIDEO Magazine and our offer of assist¬ 
ance to aggrieved purchasers do not in 
any way limit either the obligation of an 
advertiser to comply with all applicable 
federal, state and local laws and regula¬ 
tions or our customers’ ability to enforce 
their rights under those laws. 

MUL-ORDER RILL OF RI6HTS 

Under federal law, if you order ad¬ 
vertised merchandise by mail, the adver¬ 
tiser must ship your order when prom¬ 
ised in the advertisement—or, if no de¬ 
livery date is promised, within 30 days 
of receiving your order. If the advertiser 
fails to ship your order in a timely fash¬ 
ion, you may cancel your order and are 
entitled to a prompt refund. 

If the initial shipping date cannot be 
met, the advertiser must notify you in 
writing and give you the option of either 
cancelling your order and receiving a full 
refund or agreeing to a new shipping 
date. 

If the new shipping date is less than 
30 days after the original shipping date, 
the merchandise may be shipped to you 
unless you notify the advertiser in writ¬ 
ing of your desire to cancel. If the new 
shipping date is more than 30 days after 
the original shipping date, or no new 
shipping date is provided, your order 


must be cancelled by the advertiser un¬ 
less you inform the advertiser in writing 
that you still want the merchandise. 

If the advertiser is unable to meet 
the new shipping date, the option pro¬ 
cess starts again—except that, regard¬ 
less of the length of the second delay, 
the order must be cancelled unless you 
inform the advertiser in writing that you 
consent to the delay. If you accept an in¬ 
definite delay, you may change your 
mind at any time and so notify the ad¬ 
vertiser in writing. 

Note: The 30-day time period does 
not begin to run on a credit card sale 
until the advertiser charges your ac¬ 
count. Also, these regulations do not ap¬ 
ply to C.O.D. orders. 

If your order is canceUed, a refund 
must be made within 7 days on cash 
purchases or within one billing cycle on 
credit card purchases. 

You may keep any unordered mer¬ 
chandise sent to you; you need not pay 
for it or send it back. An advertiser who 
sends you a bill or otherwise attempts to 
collect any money from you for unor¬ 
dered merchandise is in violation of fed¬ 
eral law. 

Note: These regulations do not per¬ 
tain to orders placed over the telephone 
and charged to a credit card. 

SURGESTIONS FOR MAIL ORDER PORCHASERS 

1. Read the ad carefully. 

2. Whether you place your order by 
mail or by telephone, confirm the exact 
price (including any rebates) and any ad¬ 
ditional costs such as warranties, ship¬ 
ping, handling and insurance before you 
place your order. 

3. Check with the advertiser re¬ 
garding any warranties offered or availa¬ 
ble for purchase. 

4. Check whether the advertiser 
has a return policy. 

5. Keep a record of your order and 
all other transactions and get the names 
of all persons with whom you speak. 

6. Never send cash. Pay by check 
or money order or with a credit card so 
you will have a record of your transac¬ 
tion. If you pay by credit card, you may 
have a greater measure of recourse in 
the event the advertiser does not per¬ 
form. (Check the complaint procedures 


of your credit card companies.) 

7. If you receive damaged or im¬ 
proper merchandise, contact the adver¬ 
tiser as soon as possible. 

8. Get a receipt from the shipper 
whenever you return merchandise. 

9. Since VIDEO Magazine will not 
continue to accept advertising from busi¬ 
nesses that have engaged in a regular 
pattern of unfair or improper dealing 
with our readers, try to determine which 
have been long-standing advertisers in 
VIDEO Magazine. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOO HAVE A PHORLEM 

1. Allow 30 days for receipt of or¬ 
der or delay notification. 

2. Contact the advertiser in writing, 
stating the merchandise ordered, the 
price and date of order, and the nature 
of your complaint. Include proof of pay¬ 
ment (copy of cancelled check, showing 
both sides, credit card statement, etc.). 
Keep a copy for your records. 

3. Allow two weeks for a response 
from the advertiser. 

4. If your complaint is still not re¬ 
solved, contact us in writing (no phone 
calls, please), enclosing copies of all cor¬ 
respondence and proof of payment 
along with an explanation of what has 
transpired. 

Mail to: 

VIDEO Magazine 

Advertiser Complaint Dept. 

460 West 34th Street 

New York, NY 10001 

Other organizations that can assist you if 
you have a problem. 

The Direct Mail Marketing Association 

Mail Order Action Line 

6 East 43rd Street 

New York, NY 10017 

Your local postmaster 

(Ask for the name and address of the 

appropriate "Inspector-in-Charge.”) 

Your state or local consumer protection 
office or the office closest to the adver¬ 
tiser. 

The Better Business Bureau. 

Your state Attorney General’s office. 
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VIDEO CLA SSIFI EDS 



X-RATED VIDEOS 


EAGER 

TEASERS 

Fresh beautiful Hollywood Starlets tantalizingly strip to 
lingerie and pink wet pussies. Plenty eye-contact. 20 
GIRL SAMPLER $19.95 plus $2.40 First Class Mail. 
EXCLOSIVE DISTRIBUTORS, 4391 Sunset Blvd. Dept. 8, Hollywood CA 90029 


ADULT 


BEAUTIFUL EUROPEAN GIRL to support her stud¬ 
ies will dance the most exotic striptease for you On a 
2-hour VHS video tape. You won't be disappointed. 
Send $49.95 to; ES, P.O. Box 184, Yonkers, NY 10704 

HARDCORE VIDEOTAPES! Rental-Sales, Amateur, 
European, Interracial, GS, Fetishes, Incredible selec¬ 
tion Catalog $5.00. Include age and signature. VSC, 
P.O. Box 1018, Capitola, CA 95010 

NAKED IN PARADISE, Rare Hawaiian and Tahitian 
nude dancers. VHS - BETA $39.95 Colorama, P.O. 
Box 22544, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-0544 

HIRSUITISM II Very Hairy women 90 minutes 
$39.00 12 page catalog. $1.00 NMPC, P.O, Box 
140307, Coral Gables, FL 33114 

GUYS SPREAD ‘EM ! Gay rear-oriented videos. 
Over 40 men In sampler tape: $39.75. Catalog 
$6.00 COA. 2215R Market Street #148V. San 
Francisco. CA 94114 

CENTERFOLD MODELS DANC£ AND MODEL IN 
BIKINIS Wet Ts top less and nude. Previews $22.50 
(VHS) List $3.00 INDIGO RESOURES 251 West Cen¬ 
tral St. Suite 104 Natick MA 01760 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND “ALL MALE VID¬ 
EOS” TAKE 1- Nude, Erotic poses with DIGITAL ef¬ 
fects. P.MTN, Men NOW $19.95 -^$4.00 P&H. TAKE 
11- SOLO ACTION PLUS XXX. ALL ACTION NOW 
$22.95 + $4.00 P&H or both $39.95 + P&H per tape. 
Each 1 hour long full color MUST BE 21+. DESIGN 
STUDIO VIDEO, P.O. Box 1112-V. Scranton, PA 
18501-1112 

ASIAN BEAUTY SEDUCESJUICY REDHEAD 
PLUS HUGE LOAD STUD!!! NEW LENGTHY 
BROADCAST QUALITY XXX. PHOTO CATALOG IN¬ 
CLUDED $24.90. ASTRAL, P.O. Box 931753, Holly¬ 
wood, CA 90093 

NEW! NUDE BEAVER CONTEST 88 Welcome to 
spread city. Wild, wild gals sizzle. Spread legs ga¬ 
lore, Daring tape. Limited supply. HOT 90 minutes. 
Color. Broadcast Quality. $44.00. CLOSE SHAVES - 
Five spreads. Color. 80 minutes. $42.00. Both tapes 
$75.00. Catalog $1.00. I.PI. VIDEO COMPANY, 2521 
Big Bend, St. Louis, MO 63143. Send check, money 
order or phone MCA/ISA (314) 647-4419 

GORGEOUS TENDER BLACK WOMEN!!! 
LOADS OF AFRO EROTICAL - COUPLES!!! INTERA- 
CIAL TOO - HQ Plus color catalog. ASTRAL Box 
931753, Hollywood CA 90093 

ADULT SPECIALTY VIDEO CATALOG 74 pages 
containing over 700 videos with complete descriptions. 
Amateur, bra and panties, lingerie, oriental, pregnant, 
playboy, big breasts, interracial, Fredericks of Holly¬ 
wood, Fat chicks, stewardesses, nurses, transexuals, 
rear entry, lesbian, massage, pantyhose, and more! 
s^d $2.00 to: STUDIO ONE, Box 599-V1, Holbrook, 

SHAVING SCHOOL Pretty, built, young ladies shav¬ 
ed clean down there, front to rear, then show it off! 30 
minutes. Broadcast Quality. VHS/Beta $25.00 SCOR¬ 
PION PRODUCTIONS. 1801 Lincoln, Suite 106, Ve¬ 
nice, CA 90291 Visa/MC (213) 550-1303/(213) 
202-4342 


V IDEO C LASSIFIEDS 


UNIQUE BEAUTIFUL TRANSVETITE Lesbians 
1988 Menage!!! Shocking HQ Excitement!!! $27.00 ; 
ASTRAL P.O. Box 931753 Hoiiywood CA 90093 

SEXY CALIFORNIA BLONDES BEAR ALL!! 

ules^m00°°CatalogsT00 VENuVoC°eTn 

504 Half Moon Bay. CA. 94019-0504 


“4 LADIES” IN/OUT OF LACE & LINGERIE and 

doing what you “REALLY" want to see! $25.00. (VHS/ 
BETA) THE SAMUELS CO., 770874, Houston, TX 
77215 (sign 21) 


ADULT GREETING CARD VIDEOS (R&X-RATED) 
THE NEWEST VIDEO SENSATION! SEND A GREET¬ 
ING THAT WILL LAST FOR EVER! GIVE A PERSON¬ 
AL TOUCH TO ALL OCCASIONS. EACH IS 
CUSTOMIZED. MC/VISA ACCEPTED. CALL (407) 
658-4030 OR WRITE INTIMATE MOMENTS, 955 
WEST LANCASTER ROAD, SUITE 430, ORLANDO, 
FL 32809 


LIST or 1000 + TITLES: Original boxes, no dupes. 
10010 


rOOTWORSHIP: Young, Handsome, Hung college 
football player “does" the big sweaty, smelly feet of his 
muscular good-looking team-mates, slowly removing 
shoes and sweats. Knock-out dudes get off doing each 
other's feet. Broadcast Quality. 66 minutes. VHS/Beta 
$38.00 (Photos/$20.00) SCORPION PRODUCTIONS, 
1801 Lincoln, Suite 106, Venice, CA 90291 Visa/MC 
(213) 550-1303/(213) 202-4342 


EROTIC TATTOOING! FORBIDDEN PHOTO¬ 
GRAPHS! SIZZLING DOCUMENTARIES! Catalog 
$1.00! FLASH VIDEO, Box 745, Woodstock, NY 12498 


GREAT GUYS in Solo and DUO ACTION Video 
Brochures $2.00. MANCO, 6520 Selma Avenue 
#591X, Hollywood, CA 90028 


TICKLING. Our "Girl Next Door” Image is Bringing 
Rave Reviews. Brochure $2.00 May Bird, P.O. Box 35- 
V, San Marcos, CA 92069 


DOMINANT FEMALES/SUBMISSIVE MALES. 

Traditional Hairbrush Discipline. Videos, Magazines, 
Photos, Brochures, $5.00. Dyer, P.O. Box 35, San Mar¬ 
cos, CA 92069 


YOU SAW ME IN GENT AND GENESIS! $25.00 
gets you my first “SPECIAL" video (VHS/BETA) AN¬ 
GELA SAMUELS. Box 770874, Houston TX 77215 


ALL ASIAN ACTION - Firm, dewy-eyed, young, 

learning "ins" and “outs”'of girl-student life at USC! • 
XXX juicy close-ups, centerfold material. Broadcast 
Quality. 90 minutes. VHS/Beta $34.00 (Photos/$20.00) 
SCORPION PRODUCTIONS, 1801 Lincoln, Suite 106, 
Venice, CA 90291 Visa/MC (213) 550-1303/(213)- 
202-4342 _ 

BANNED WORLDWIDE: TRACI AND HER DOG 
(AND HER BOYFRIEND TOO) Only $100.00 or it 
and 4 other similar banned foreign titles for only 
$250.00. VHS or BETA. Dean M. Ryddr, 1930 N. Ver¬ 
mont Avenue Suite 310, Hollywood, CA 90027 


SPANKING, 'We're the world's largest producer of 
adult spanking videos. Over 100 productions to choose 
from. Nu-West, P.O. Box 1239-V, San Marcos, CA 
92069 


YOUNG. HORNY, MALE COMPETITIVE BODY¬ 
BUILDERS- from Gold's Gym, Venice, California pose 
solo action for you. 2 hours. VHS/Beta $38.00 SCOR¬ 
PION PRODUCTIONS, 1801 Lincoln, Suite 106, Ve- 
nice, CA 90291 Visa/MC (213) 
550-1303/(213)220-4342 


FOREIGN NATURALIST/NUDIST VIDEOS/ 
MAGAZINE. NEW SELECTION. SEND $2.00 AND 
SASE TO NATPLUS, BOX 9296, NEWARK, DEL. 
19714-9296 


FETISH ! Change your diaper and veiwing habits. 
$5.00 gets you 12 months of brochures on watersports, 
footworship , tickling, spanking, catfighting, etc. PLAT¬ 
INUM, 4521-A Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 215E, Sher¬ 
man Oaks, CA 91403 

21 AND READY ! LIKE 'EM YOUNG, FRESH, AND 
FULL OF AXXXXTIONM! $35.00 VHS/BETA THE 
SAMUELS CO. BOX 770874, Houston, TX 77215 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


FOOTWORSHIP: THE WOMEN Hot and bothered. 
Gorgeous, young UCLA co-eds relieve themselves 
"doing" each other's feet!!! Broadcast Quality. 2 hours. 
VHS/Beta $37.00 (Photos/$20.00) SCORPION PRO¬ 
DUCTIONS. 1801 Lincoln, Suite 106, Venice. CA 
90291 Visa/MC (213) 550-1303/(213) 202-4342 

MUSCLEWRESTLING!! (The Women) GOR¬ 
GEOUS, YOUNG, aroused female competitive body¬ 
builders from Gold's Gym. Venice, California. Sweaty 
woman-to-woman action. They're so worked up they 
"relieve" each other the only way they know how! Nude 
posing, weightlifting, showering. The real stuff! Nothing 
like it in video stores! Broadcast Quality. 90 minutes. 
VHS/Beta $37.00 (Photos/$15,00) SCORPION PRO¬ 
DUCTIONS, 1801 Lincoln, Suite 106, Venice, CA 
90291 Visa/MC (213) 550-1303/(213) 202-4342 

LINGERIE LOVERS/PANTY ART Brochure of Vid¬ 
eos, Sample Photo $5.00 LLAPA Box 1525-V C.B. lA 
51502 

WHOLESALE VIDEO PRICES Tickling, Spanking, 
Foot Fetish Dealers invited. $1.00 for listings. NU VUE 
4391 Sunset Boulevard. Suite 233 A Hollywood, CA 
90029 

CANADIANS.XXX VIDEO. NATIONWIDE RENT¬ 
ALS AND SALES. INEXPENSIVE. GUARANTEED 
QUALITY. BOX 755 ‘H’ MONTREAL. QUEBEC H3G 
2M7 

BIZARRE, BONDAGE VIDEOS. Save 40% buying 
from wholesaler. Large collection of fetish videos. Free 
catalog, write HSB, 995 West Lancaster RD, Suite 430, 
Orlando, FL 32809 

SUPERKINKY GAY MALE VIDEOS Discipline, 
bondage, all fetishes. Catalog: $5.00. Katsam, P.O. 
Box 4154, Toms River, NJ 08756 

“COW LADIES IN BONDAGE" With real cow size 
udders, it's Big Tit rope'in time boys. All New Broadcast 
Duality. 30 minutes. VHS/BETA $49.95 + $4.00 PH. 
Sign age over 21 when ordering. William White, Suite 
#310, 2261 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 
94114-1693 

PRETTY l^EET WERE MADE TO WORSHIP. Quality 

videos for the true connoisseur. LEDA, P.O. Box 632-V, 
San Marcos, CA 92069 

ANGELA'S XXXX TIME (Yes! See me do that tool) 
$35.00 (VHS/BETA) THE SAMUELS CO., Box 
7,70874, Houston, TX 77215 

MALE CENTERFOLD VIDEO/PHOTOS. The sex¬ 
iest in America. $5.00/age/Signature: BG Enterprise 
P.O. Box 5291, Dept V, Hunt Beach, California. 
92615-5291. 

APRIL'S SHOWERS (MAKE MAI FLOWER!) Gold¬ 
en 18-year-old California beach kittens get nasty. Juicy 
close-ups.Broadcast Quality. 90 minutes. VHS/Beta 
$35.00 {Phofos/$15.00) SCORPION PRODUCTIONS, 
1801 Lincoln. Suite 106, Venice, CA 90291 Visa/MC 
(213) 550-1303/(213) 202-4342 

FLORIDA'S FINEST GLAMOUR GIRLS. Interested 
in sexy teasing videos of beautiful classy women in and 
out of lingerie and swimsuits? Check us out. Now offer¬ 
ing Morgan (36B-24-35) sizzling blonde. Volume I and 
II $40.00 each, both $75.00. SJB Productions, 12783E 
West Forest Hill Boulevard Suite #201, Wellington, FL. 
33414 

FRENCH XXX VIDEOS! 2-Hours/$49.00! Foreign 
XXX catalog - $3.00 (Refundable!) F-Pomerant, 
CP1462H, Montreal, Canada H3G-2N4 

LARGEST COLLECTION OF BIZARRE, KINKY 
VIDEOS ANYWHERE! Catalog: $10.00. Stellar 
Enterprises. 2421 West Pratt Boulevard, 
#1224, Chicago. IL 60645 

INTER-RACIAL INTERLUDES Hardcore (BM/WW- 
WM/BW) $35.00 (VHS/BETA) THE SAMUELS CO., 
Box 770874, Houston, TX 77215 


MUSCLEWRESTUNG - Awesome. Young. Endowed 
Male Competitive Bodybuilders. (Posing, Showering, 
Solo) 90 Minutes. Broadcast Quality. VHS/Beta $39.00 
(Photos/$20.00) CALIFORNIA MUSCLE, 1801 Lin¬ 
coln, Suite 106, Venice, CA 90291 Visa/MC (213) 
202-4342/(213)550-1303 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 

MS NUDE VENUS $39.95. MR NUDE APOLLO 
CONTEST $29.95. SASE for Brochure. Classic Pro¬ 
ductions, P.O. Box 952, Metairie, LA 70004 

THE MOST COMPLETE GAY X-RATED VIDEO 
CATALOG ANYWHERE, with information on over 
1200 different titles, all of the available for sale. Over 
250 pages long, hundreds of photos. Many in color. 
Also includes lesbian videos and mainstream films of 
interest to the gay community. To order send $15.00 
along with a signed statement that you're over 21, to: 
BIJOU VIDEO SALES, 1363 North Wells, Chicago, 
IL 60610. Or order by phone by calling 1 -800-932-7111 
(In Illinois, 1-800-572-2369). Catalog comes with 
$10.00 gift certificate good on video purchase 


MISCELLANEOUS 

"MILKTN TIME” 30 Minutes Squit'in and Big Breast 
Pump'in Fun, for thirsty Boys. All New Broadcast Quali¬ 
ty VHS/BETA $49.95 + $4.00 P.H. Sign age over 21 
when ordering. William White, Suite #310,2261 Market 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1693 


HOT & SPICY!!! YOUR SECRET IS OUR SECRET 
TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL PHONE FANTASY LINE 
MC/VISA 24 HOURS (303) 795-6266 

SPANKING SEVEN BLISTERING HOT NEW TITLES 
- CATALOG AVAILABLE - RedBoard Video, 1230 
Grant Avenue, #509, San Francisco, CA 94133 


SHY7 CURIOUS? DON’T KNOW WHAT TO 
SAY?? CALL US! WE'LL GUIDE YOU INTO THE SE¬ 
CRETS OF PHONE FANTASY. MC/VISA (303) 
795-6266 

FORESKIN FORUM - Hot Men - Huge Units - Heavy 
Loads. 100 Minutes. Broadcast Ouaiity. VHS/Beta 
$30.00 (Photos/$20.00) SCORPION PRODUOTIONS, 
1801 Lincoln, Suite 106, Venice, CA 90291 Visa/MC 
(213) 550-1303/(213) 202-4342 

AMATEUR VIDEOS 

FOR SALE PANTIES!! $10.00. SEND MONEY OR¬ 
DERS TO EAGLE ENTERPRISE, P.O. BOX 10640, 
GOLDEN, CO 80401 


THE SAMPLER HAS ALL THE XXX YOU NEED- 

LIKE THEY SAY ITS IN THERE!!! $25.00 VHS/BETA 
THE SAMUELS CO. BOX 770874, Houston, TX 77215 

AMATEUR, SCARLETT SOLO IN “THIRSTY", 

GOLDEN WATERSPORTS, MASTURBATION, ORAL. 
15 EXTRA WET SCENES! 95 MINUTES. VHS/BETA. 
FREE INFORMATION W/PHOTOS, SASE OR $40.00 
-r $3.00 S&H TO: SCRATCH, P.O. BOX 3032, KC 

MISTRESS NEEDS OBIDIENT SLAVES. 
DONT KEEP YOUR MISTRESS WAITING. MC/ 
VISA (303) 794-6099 

THE LAST TOTALLY NUDE MS. NUDE GALAXY 
CONTEST (1986) and KIM'S (40'24'36) PHOTO 
SESSION. $19.95 each VHS. Postpaid! K&K VIDEO 9 
Southmoor Circle Kettering, Ohio 45429 
(516)299-2558 for rush VISA/MC phone orders or 
Check/Cash. Illustrated Catalog $5.00 or FREE with 
any order! 

SWEET AND NASTY Sexy ladies give you unlimited 
pleasure! $25.00/halt hour. SPECIALS VISA/MC 
(303)693-3952 anytime. Tapes, Pictures. Panties avail- 

AMATEUR BEST OF THE BEST: 20 HOURS ON 
TEN 2-HOUR TAPES ONLY $150.00. Satisfac¬ 
tion Guaranteed. VHS or BETA. Dean M. Ryder, , 
Suite 310, 1930 N. Vermont Avenue, Holly¬ 
wood. CA 90027 

1 LIVE PHONE SEX - Hot Steamy Action - call and sat¬ 
isfy your every desire. MC/VISA (303)399-4111 or 
(303)329-6262 

REAL AMATEUR VIDEOTAPES, ALL TYPES - 18 

HOURS $100.00, Catalogs $3.00, SB, Post Office Box 
4323V, Middletown, Rl 02840 

MISS TEEN TEENI BIKINI Lovely Lolitas; Bikinis, 
Lingerie, Less: Collectors Item $2.00 SASE. MIX VID, 
2070 Bay Drive #302, Miami Beach, FL 33141 

PREMIERE ISSUE OF HOT & SPICY • Hot pho¬ 
tos, Swingers ads and FREE personal ads. Send $5.00 
to Hot & Spicy, 3000 E. Colfax, Suite 408, Denver, CO., 
S0206. 

TITILLATING FLORIDA AMATEUR MODELS! 
Videos/Photos/Custom Work Sample Video $29.95/2 
Hours. CUSTOMIZED. P.O. Box 2761, Dunedin, FL 
34697 

"VOYEUR'S DELIGHTS! - Pantyhose, garters, 
lingerie, panty striptease videos. Illustrated 
brochure $2.00 Discretion assured! Peterson, 
Box V4591, Carlsbad. CA 92008 

KINKIEST PHONE SEX ANYWHERE! We will 
STIMULATE your BODY and IMAGINATION. Special¬ 
ists in DOMINANCE or any FETISH or FANTASY. 24 
Hours Visa/MC THE FANTASY GIRLS (303) 893-8015 

SIZZLING AMATEUR VIDEOS. REAL ACTION. 
NOT ACTING Video catalog (VHS ONLY) 2 1/2 hours. 
$42.95.6 hour specials Volume l-couples & ladies. Vol¬ 
ume 11-Ladies only $57.95 per volume. VHS ONLY, 
Written Catalog. $3.00. Other videos from $19.95. Bak¬ 
er Video Inc., P.O. Box 7068, South Dartmouth, MA. 
02748. (508) 992-8916. Visa/MC Acceoted 

PANTIES AND BRAS.garterbeits, stockings, and 
heeis are underneath these beautiful girl's dresses. 
Watch as they raise their skirts, then undress for you. 
Catalog/Photo - $5.00. Tape - $30.00. GD PRODUC¬ 
TIONS, 117 West Harrison Building, Suite 640-vg202, 
Chicago, IL 60605 

Do you want it CHEAP or do you want it HOT? 
$38.00 and worth it! For the BEST call (719) 574-2815 

INTER-RACIAL DATING! Sexy women - All races. 
Free Application, Discreet. (312) 856-9164. EIS, Box 
011218-D, Chicago, IL 60681-1218 

AMATEUR EXTRAVAGANZA XXXXX! Never seen 
before amateur action. Brochure, $3.00 -r SASE. Hot 
preview tape, $29.95 All Formats. Orbit Productions, 
Box 46064, Denver, CO 80202 VISA/MC 
303-825-2024 

•MY WISH IS YOUR COMANDI!" HOT AGGRES¬ 
SIVE WOMEN AND MEN TOO! CALL (415)558-8888 
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 

"BEAUTIFUL GIRLS Classic and Modern Strip¬ 
tease. Glamour videos. Catalog $3.00". Sunset Soft¬ 
ware, 2265 Westwood Boulevard. #f140. Los Angeles, 
CA 90064 

A MAN’S MAN - Ever wondered what it would be like 
to be with another man? (303) 394-2558 or (303) 
394-2556 fee. 

SPANKING VIDEOS, Specializing in Traditional dis¬ 
cipline of men,$1,00 for brochure; NEW Tradition, P.O. 
Box 3363, San Diego, CA 92103 

SHOCKING HARDCORE VIDEOTAPES. Passio¬ 
nate Amateurs, Kinky, Bizarre Scenes hidden till now! 
SASE $2.00 VIDEOSHOPPE, P.O. #8859, Collins, CO 
80525 

SENSUAL EROTIC PLEASURES PLEASE CALL 
LACY (303)368-5627 VISA/MC 

THE BIG XXXX! 2hours French, Greek, Bi, Fisting, 
3some, 4some and more! $35.00 (VHS/BETA). THE 
SAMUELS CO., Box 770874, Houston TX 770874 

NEW AMATEUR TAPE CONCEPT saves you time, 
money, and disappointment. Free Information. Preview 
Tape $19.95. CONFIDENTIAL VIDEO COMMUNICA¬ 
TIONS, P.O. Box 5859, Providence, Rl 02903 

OBEY OR ELSE - For every women who will tell you 
what to do and punish you if you don't. Cali now. 
(303)331-9080 or (303)399-3700 

HI MY NAME IS NICKI and ! represent the best in 
amateur ADULT videos, as seen in PENTHOUSE, 
HUSTLER & VELVET magazine...SEE FEMALE 
MASTURBATION, LESBIAN, ANAL, ORAL. COU¬ 
PLES, LINGERIE, PANTY-HOSE, STRIPTEASE 
AND MORE!! WE ALSO MAKE CUSTOM MADE 
VIDEOS Our top rate 2hr preview tape is $39.95. Save 
$10.00 by calling (407)658-1545, MC/VISA accepted. 
Free catalog, write A&B VIDEO, 995 West Lancaster 
Road, Suite 430, Orlando, FL 32809 

BEYOND YOUR WILDEST DREAMS! FANTASY 
LINE Colorado's number 1 EROTIC phone line. Our 
6th Year! Denver. CO., 80206 

TRADING AMATEUR TAPES SAVES MONEY. Ti¬ 
tle list $2.00. AMATEUR TRADER, P.O. Box 3670, 
Plymouth, MA 0236 

SEX-SEX-SEX-SEX - Sensual, Erotic. Kinky or 
Romantic--We do it all--(303)399-1 337 or 
(303)394-4111 fee. 



WRESTLING VIDEOS 

i 

; SPANKING STORIES Girls barded for discipline. Lit¬ 
erate, Sophisticated. Catalog $1.00. Filmoods, P.O. 
Box 475, Scarsdale, NY 10583 

10 LADIES "GET THE ???K" !!!! $25.00 THE 
SAMUELS CO. Box 770874, Houston, TX 77215 

BLACK MALE VIDEOS/PHOTOSETS. For infor¬ 
mation send S.A.S.E. to: BFP, P.O. Box 42628-F Los 
Angeles, CA 90050 


STRIPTEASE LOVERS DELIGHT OR BEST 
NUDE DANCER 2hour VHS $39.95 each or both 
$69.95. Money order. Information $2.00 S.A.S.E. 
JAY'S VIDEO WORLD, 1063 Dickinson S.E., Grand 
Rapids, Ml 49507 


BG'S HOLLYWOOD MUSCLEBOY WRESTLING 
VIDEOS (VHS). $5.OO/age/signatur0 for info to: BG 
Enterprise. Box 2591. Dept V, Hunt Beach, CA 
92615-5291 

CLASSIC STAG FILM LOOPS ON VIDEO 
TAPE. Large selection. Free listing. FILMFARE VID¬ 
EO LABS. 4450 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 750, Sher¬ 
man Oaks. CA 91403 

MACHO MAN - Hot, Rugged and always Horny. Fulfill 
your fantasies (303)394-2556 or (303)394-2558 VISA/ 
MC Kettering, Ohio 45429 Checks/Cash/Visa/MC ac¬ 
cepted! (513) 299-2558 

FEMALE FIGHTING VIDEOS! Action entertain¬ 
ment. Brochures - $2.00. Discretion Promised! FAR- 
WEST, Box V4591, Carlsbad, CA 92008 

BEAUTIFUL CALIFORNIA GIRLS IN LINGERIE, 
Underwear, also striptease, photos, customs. Two hour 
preview/sampler $24.95. Brochure $2.00. WVP. 7737 
Fair Oak Boulevard «I29, Carmichael, CA 95608 

BEYOND YOUR WILDEST DREAMS! FANTASY 
LINE Colorado's number 1 EROTIC phone line. Our 
6th Year! EXPERIENCE counts. Call us and see why. 
24 Hours Visa/MC 303-893-8015 

FEMALE WRESTLING /FIGHTING DIRECTORY 

Over 1,000 worldwide listings of video/film outlets-per- 
sonals-clubs- publications. Turned on by Sexy Female 
Wrestlers/Boxers/Bodybuilders, Etc.??-WE'RE A 
MUST! $30.00. AM-FEM, BOX 93 (K), Copper Station, 
New York, NY 10003 “...a grabber publication! "PLAY¬ 
BOY" 

TOPLESS MARTINIQUE! TOPLESS GUA¬ 
DELOUPE! Dozens of European Beauties in Tropical 
Paradise. Uitimate Party Videos. $28.00 each. VHS/ 
BETA. Tropical Daydreams Company, P.O. Box 446, 
Winooski, Vermont 05404 

SECRET PHONE AFFAIR! SWEET SOUTH¬ 

ERN LOVIN’ IS JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY! 
817-429-LACY. CREDIT CARDS. 

ADULT VIDEO DIRECTORY Contains hundreds of 
sources worldwide. Write to; VideoSource, P.O. Box 
5IM2. Vancouver, B.C. V6B 4B5 ADVERISERS WEL- 

WRESTLING WOMEN! FOOT/LEG FETISHES. 
Custom video fantasies produced. Information- $5.00 
VORTEX, 5699-109 Kanan Road, Agoura, CA 91301 

“CALL ME-I’LL MELT IN YOUR MOUTH!” ‘ 1 M 
CANDI! (415) 626-0994. LIVE 24 HOURS, MAJOR 
CARDS, 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 



EXCITING BEAUTIES AVAILABLE ON LASER 
DISCS. AVC, 4401-A Connecticut Avenue, N.W., 
Suite 313, Washington, DC 20008. MASTERCARD/ 
VISA 


HOT XXX AMATEUR 
VIDEOS 



HOMEGROWN VIDEO 



VJDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


NUDIST VIDEOS 


isons, free beaches, nudist travel agencies 
n USA and worldwide, send $1 with your 
name & address to: CENTURION VIOEO-VS , 
P.O. BOX 85204, Los Angeles. CA 90072 



AMATEUR BEDROOM VIDEOS 

6 HOURS $40 


(BETA or VMS add 


M, Schmidt 
630 S, Mtn,#45 
Ontario, CA 91762 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


FREE SHIPPING IF YOU MENTION VII 

PM PRODUCTIONS 145 HUDSON ST STUDIO 13C____ 

OR CALL 800-336 9696 NYS 212 334-9566 FOR VISA OR MASTERCARD 



IMPORTED ORIENTAL 
EROTICA 

I HQ action packed 
I videoa with nude young 
I Asian beauties. $30.00 
S. add $3.00 for 
I shipping and phot fiiied 
"Asia Blue" Catalog. 

I ASTRAL CINEMA, P.O. BOX 


0 MEN OF FORT LAUDERDALE #1S2 

> Each only S19.95!' (HI pictured here) 

' U Both are 1 full hour color videos of rM 

, X some ol the HOHeSt men in South ^ 

1 Q Florida All NUDE, totally EROTIC! 
l\ Specify Vol, #1 or 2 and VHS or BETA, t ^ 

YOKO IS BACK 

'^"tHE ORIENTAl 

PBH 

1 n Details $3.00. Send $19.95 - $3 pos- ^ 

y POST TIME, P.O. BOX I5S3 V 

POMPANO BEACH, a 33061 

FArEutVldeo<403 »BawayN.Y,N.y.l0002 »VHii.44li» 



MALE NUDE WRESTLING\l 

On Llw Action Video 

Plus Stut/ty. Solo Action, XXX, 

Black Men. Miaciilir Guys. 

Over .100 2 Hour Tapes 

nett ONM cmhim - tS 

OLD RELIAeir 


• AMATEUR CLASSICS! 
t EXERaSE FUN Vol. I and 11 
Big Bust Outdoor Nudes! 
t LOLLIPOP STRIPTEASE Vol. 1. II, III 
Lovely Young Girls Wiggle! 
t WILD BIKINI CONTESTS Vol. I - IV 
$40 ea. (2) $65, (3) $95, (4) $110 Catalog $1 
PLEASURETIME VIDEO 




n 


CALIFORNIA VALLEYGIRLS. 

We’re young, beautiful and oh so hot. Let ' 

us show you what we got. We got garter- 

u.u-'--.jeheantlpinkwetpussies. 

iiotos$3.00.1 hourvideo 


$40.00. Send to 

C.V.G., RO. Box 3800-245, 
Bi ^-- 


, Burbank, CA. 91504 


NUDE BEACHES 


ours ONLY $: 

PACIFIC VIDEO WEST 
P.O. Box 8731 
Fullerton. CA 93631 
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ADULT VIDEO |^H| 
MARKETERS 

This Space 
Available 

VIDEO Magazine I 

offers an excellent I 

opportunity to reach I 

over 1.2 Million I 

video collectors! I 


I can not be more pleased 
with the response from your 
February issue. It has been 
a super $$$ month ever since 
the day it was out. Thanks!!! 

- Advertiser Reaction 


March Closing 12/29/88 
April Closing 1/26/89 
To place your Classified 
Display or Word ad call: 
Mary Au: 212-947-6500 






$10,000,000 WAITING 
FOR YOU WHEN YOU 
PLACE YOUR ORDER 

Our prices on all our adult videos are 
the lowest available, and we have just 
about any legal video in existence, 
ready for immediate shipment, sent 
the day we receive your order. If we 
don't have your video we have a 
research department that will search 
and find it for you. We have a 118 page 
catalog, second to none, with over 900 
pictures and descriptions of over 400 
videos. You may order our catalog for 
just $10.00, and get a FREE update 
service sent from our office that gives 
all the information on the latest 
manufacturer's releases sent to all our 
catalog holders FREE OF CHARGE. 
We have a confidential file system and 
do not give your name to others 
unless you request that to be done. 

Let TEN MILLION DOLLARS worth of 
warehouse stock service your needs 
direct from HOLLYWOOD THE FILM 
CAPITAL OF THE WORLD. 


^ Post Office Box 29265 


‘ ^Hollywood, CA 90029 t 

(213)665-4321 • 665-4322 » 665-4323 


I— PRIVATE STOCK— 

For fifteen years you could only look at Tony 
Currin's photographs in major erotic magazines 
from HUSTLER to PLAYER'S. Now for the first 
time Private Collectors can own this master 
photographer's photographs. Adults only (21). 
PORTFOLIOS 

Each consists of 10- 4X6 color enlargements, 
hand mounted on 81/2X11 cardstock, signed, 
by Tony Currin, plus photo credit information. 
Portfolio A - 10 Centerfold Girls □ 

Portfolio B - 10 Female Couples □ 

Portfolio C - 10 Black Women □ 

$12.95 each, all 3 for only $36.00 

VIDEOTAPES 

Over 175 erotic exposures on each video tape. 
Video Gallery A - 30 Centerold Girls I I 
Video Gallery B - 30 Female Couples CZ] 
Specify VHS or BETA 
$19.95 each, both for only $36.00 

"DECK OF NUDES" 

Tony's first book of nude art and very erotic 
photographs. You can own original color or 
black and white photographs from any one of 
the illustrations (over TOO) in this book 5X7 
to 20X24, hand mounted on 8 1/2X11 cardstock 
and signed by Tony Currin. 

„ $7.00 per copy, two for $12.00 


Check □ item above, Total $_, add $3.00 

per item for postage and handling. 

Send your name & address with Total $_ 

Make check or money order payable to: 

TO: TONY CURRIN 


collectors. Send $10.00 for Info 



ADULT VIDEO 
CONNECTION 

Wholesale Videos for Everyone 
Complete Movies Not Previews! 


; S34l>'> 

□ Orgy at Poysen berry 

□ She Male Vacation 

□ She Male Reformatory 

□ She Male Confidential 

□ She Male Roommates 
sgoo Each Volume 

□ Lost Videos of Seka (5 Vol) 

□ Keyhole Sex (23 Vol) 

□ Lonely Ladies (8 Vol) 

□ Dirty 30's (16 Vol) 

Exchange any tape at any time 

’Tapes exchanged m 


✓ Ladies Only s24»o 

□ Black Lesbians 

□ Oriental Lesbians 

□ Foxy Lady 

□ Chocolate Bon Bons 

□ The X Team 
Scandanavlan Erotica 919"" 

□ Tough Girls 

□ Strip Search 

□ Cheating 

□ Joanna's Dream 


^ Men Only *24“ 

□ Caught in the Act 

□ Locker Room Fever 

□ Shore Leave 

□ Down on the Farm 

□ The Cruiser 

□ Boy Next Door 

□ Dormitory Daze 

□ Four in Hand 

□ Little Brother 

□ Beached 


if purchased from us for $5.00 plus $3.00 postage and handling.* 

special shipper. 


Send Entire Ad & Remittance to: 

ADULT VIDEO CONNECTIONS 

1156 W. 103rd, Suite 219 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

□ y' $3.00 per tape postage and handling — Md $2.00 n- 

insurance. 

□ VHS □ ^ Beta M/C - VISA # _ 


Signal 


Sorry NO C.O.D.'s or Canadian Orders Please!! 


















































































INTKODyCTORY, 

orfERin!!!!! r 

ADULT VIDEOS "" 

Nobody undorMUs TELEVIDEO 


I from 

I truly exclusive offering. ' -! ^i,' y ^ 
Evetwond«8 

^what happens behind tihe dose d doors 
of an X-rated casting caft-No plot n^ 
script just sizzling hardcore act i on . 


□ ^ T A candid i 

® look at the shenannigans that hap¬ 
pen on the set of an x-rated movie. ; 
This video will truly tickle your “funny 
bone”. 


□ Witness 44 DDwea- 

^ pons used on willing young studs. 
Staring Christy Canyon, Janey Rob¬ 
bins and more. 


□ Featuring all 

^ the juicy, wet endings to the nastiest 
hardcore scenes. 


All videos contain hardcore, full length 
scenes^ sync sound with musical score 
Brand new-no returns or rejects— 


EXCLUSIVE MAGAZINE 

OFFER JUST 50C EACH 

TELEVIDEO also handles triple X 
magazines that are top of the line, all 
color, on slick glossy paper and at 
tremendous savings. 

Super one tfme price Pall 36 jut $18 


Mix N* Match for even greater $aving$ 

□ ANY2 VIDEO DALL# VIDEO D ALL4 VIDEO 

CATEGORIES CATEGORIES CATEGORIES & 


$24.9S $39.80 


TELEVIDEO 

P.O.Box 370 . New Buffalo MI 49117-0370 

Rush Items Indicated I enclose $.plus $3 p & h. 

□ Cash □ Money order □ Check.... as payment 
In full Canadians remtt In U& funds. No foreign CO.Dl'8 

□ Send CO.D. I enclose $5 extra, plus $3 postage 

* handling Please specify: VHS or Beta 




Each 60 minute tape Is loaded with gorgeous starlets 
engaged In totally explicit uncensored sex - You won't 
Believe Your Eyes! Guaranteed: Each video Is 
guaranteed to contain the exact stars of your 
choosing recorded In high resolution, HQ video In totally 


>i /^ A c uncertsored full length hardcore sex scenes. 

\ WE'RE LOOlHKe FOR KEW CUSTOMERS 

We're convinced that once 
YOU see the great products we 

BOKyS: 1 

k 

^ nave for sale you 'll order again 
r and again. 

When buying all 100 video's you'll receive] 

10 Hardcore magazines absolutely FREE! i 

r 

m 


El 


m 

Q Barbara Dare 


Q Nina Hartley 


a Rachel Ashley 

S3 





a Amber Lynn 


a Nikki Randall 


Q Kathleen Gentry 

m 





Q Taija Rae □ Jeannie Pepper O Tammy Reynolds 


Q Jessica Longe 
O Blondie Bee 
a Jade East 

□ Carolyn Chambers 
O Belladonna 

a Patty Plenty 
ULucy Luv 
a Tawny Downs 
a Danielle 
Q Nicole Shannon 
Q Breezy Lane 
O Bully Davis 
a Elle Rio 
a Fawn Roberts 
O Keisha 

Q Mistress Stephanie 
O Rachel Ryan 
O Krista Lane 

□ Pleasure 


UainatiHK me milir list Oe alter i 

O Sabrina Jurgens □ Crystal Hart 

O Tracy Adams Q Lacy Logan 

O Lauryl Canyon Q Carla Farrari 

Q Bobbi Soxx Q Samantha Strong 

a Isabella Q Brandi Wine 

Q Constance Money Q Aphrodite 

a Nikki Knight a Gail Force 

a Brianna Starr Q Chelsea Dallas 
a Janette Litlledove Q Nikki Dee 
Q Nikki Charm Q Jenniler Steele 


O Aja 
O Tanya Foxx 
a Kristi Leigh 
U Lisa Melendez 
O Amanda Tyler 
a Karl Foxx 
QJagualine 
Q Erica Boyer 


□ Dana Lynn 
a Maxi Moore 
U Nina DePonca 
O Dna Zee 
a Cherri Hill 
a Rayanne 
a Mellisa Melendez 
a Leah Lyons 


Slstarstfi 

a Tillany Storm 
O Tabalha Paris 
a Frank! Leigh 
a Purple Passion 
Q Amapola 
a Bunny Bleu 
O Kim Acosta 
Q Sondra Stillman 
Q Linshia 
Q Sheri Shane 

□ Melinda Lee 
O Cassie Nova 

a Stacey Donovan 

□ Stephanie Rage 
O Barbi Dahl 

a Charlie Waters 
O Amy Berens 
Q Treasure 


Q Kim Carson 
a Lynn Leme 
O Monique Dubois 
QSharon Kane 
a Paula Harlow 
Q Stella Starr ' 

a Samantha Coy i 

a Keli Richards ‘ 

a Alexis Parkes 
a Christy Canyon 

□ Tish Ambrose 

□ Laura Lei ^ 

Q Shanna McCollough | 


a Laurie Smith 
□ Ebony Ayes 
a Codi Nicole 
Q Cara Loll 
O Aliena Ferrari 


SEND ENTIRE AD U Any W terJfO Shipping Q 10 Videos Add S3 

WITH YOUR CHOICES ^fco7 jynrsio Andllna S1oowr,!sTMitsAddSi 

_ 

send To: mBUtAmOepI h . 

25 E. Washington Ste. 939 Chicago IL 60S92 

Address/Artt# 

Citv 

Gentlemen! Please rush the Items Indicatei 
1 encloses as payment In full 


a Send COD 1 enclose $5 extra as deposit 
Q Add $2 for Guaranteed Delivery Insurana 
Canadians remit In US funds add $3 
Please Specify: QVHS QBETA 

Sign 

a 1 am over 19 years and request this material 


or additional information, cl 


I on Reader Sen/ice Ca 












































































1 



SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!! 


f you buy the complete series of 40 videos today we'll 
nclude 10 all color uncensored sex magazines FREE!! 

INTRODUCTORY PRICES \ 

□Any one video $8 plus $3 P&H □ VHS I 
□Any five videos $13 plus $4 P&H n retaI] 

□Any twelve videos $16 plus $4 PSH II 

VqAII 40 videos $19.60 plus $5 P&H find BONUS 


remitiance to: PO Box 5460, Chicago, IL 60680-5460 
Rush items indicated above. I enclose $_inci P&H Add 

□ cash □ money order □ check as payment in full 

□ COD'S add $8 exfra. No foreign cod's — 

Canadiens & foreigners remit in US funds only Q|,y 

I am over 18 yrs old & request this merchandise 
Wage/date 


Each 30 minute tape is bursting with the kind of explicit, recently shot, uncensored sex action you ( 
never could quite find. And we back this claim with a complete satisfaction guarantee!!! You’ll see the hottest names in 
' lit films doing it every way immaginable. This an introductory offer so with your order you'll receive more information or 
complete line of adult products. All packages and mailings are in plain secure wrappers for your complete privacy. 




noEOS 


40 nu 


We've assembled the wildest collection of hot XXXfull length, 
all black andinterratlalvideosandaremakinglhem avail¬ 
able for a limited time at low introductory prices. If you're a 
connoiseur of this special treat then we know that after you take 
advantage of this tremendous buy, you’il order again and again 
from our huge library of tapes. Each 30 minute tape is )ust 
loadedwith the uncensoredaction you've alwayswanted losee. 
tWAUUiTBBO These aren't fuzzy old tapes or returned 
rentals, but brand new,factog fresh copies from recently 


S 

I 

i 

s 











































The preceding pages contain adver¬ 
tisements for adult material. The sec¬ 
tion has been sealed as an accommo¬ 
dation to those readers who have no 
interest in such materials. 


The entire section is perforated at 
the spine so that it can be removed. 


To gain access to these pages, tear 
off the perforated outside edge. 














Call us for the 


Lowest Prices 


Panasonic 

SONY 

RC/I 

SHARP 

JVC 

HITACHI 

MAGNAVOX/ 


Below Is a letter from oi 
company president. 
Major M.S, Lehmann, 
published In the 
September 1987 Issue 
of Video Magazine. 


MINOLTA 

OLYMPUS 

Cation^ 

TOSHIBA' 

C,!) piONEEn 

And Many More 




PANASONIC 

sms „ 

PV-445S $CALL 

Ae450S $CALL 

GENERAL ELECTRIC 

GE-9825 $CALL 

GE-9815 $CALL 

RCA 

SKHS 

CC-3SO $CALL 

CC-3O0 $CALL 

CANON 

SYM? 

MOODS SCALL 

JVC 

SMHB _ 

/SR-SSS $CALL 

SHARP 

SiVHSH ^ 

VL-77 $CALL 

VL-73 $CALL 

PANASONIC 

PV-420 w/c $CALL 
PV-460 w/c $CALL 

MAGNAVOX 

CVJ-320 $CALL 

CV>360 $CALL 

/MINOLTA 

m 

/eioo $CALL 

CCOF40 $CALL 

CCM30 $CALL 

CANON 

t708 $CALL 

E-70 SCALL 

OLYMPUS 

dp 


LL USA WARRANTY. 


J.L SHIPMENTS ARE PACKED DOUBLE BOXED. 


• FRIENDLY AND COURTEOUS SERVICE BEFORE AND AFTER THE SALE FROM 
OUT EXPERT SALES STAFF. Overnight Delivery Available 

On All Orders Placed Prior To 11 ;45 AM E.S.T. 



Just Guaranteed Savings! 

58 Walker Street, New York, NY 10013 • (212) 219-3477 • Catalogue $2.95 


















BEST GEAR 

continued from page 61 


run/pause camera control, it is ideal for 
shooting the family when you want to be 
in the shot and can be coupled with a 
monitor and a remote-controlled pan 
head for hands-off operation. 

The Sony CCD-V9 is aimed at less 
sophisticated users who demand high 
quality. It is a more compact, easier-to- 
use model with a high-speed shutter to 
1/2000-second and slow-motion play¬ 
back. The choice among the 8mm cam¬ 
corders was particularly tough because 


they are all such great performers and all 
show improvement over their 1987 
counterparts. 

VIEWSCREENS 

• Projection TV. Both of the projec¬ 
tors we reviewed in 1988 are from Pi¬ 
oneer: the 50-inch SD-P501 introduced 
in late 1987 and the 45-inch SD-P452 
introduced in mid-year. At presstime 
these two units remain the brightest in 
their respective size classes. Challengers 
have been announced but have not 
been delivered. The features of both are 
j similar except that the 45-inch lets you 
use the built-in amp to power external 
surround speakers from its surround de- 


I coder if you supply an external amp and 
external speakers for the front channels. 

I The other features of both projectors are 
; nearly identical with three video/stereo 
: inputs (one accepts either video or Y/C) 

I and one A/V output plus a variable-lev- 
; el audio output. The remote controls 
j are interchangeable and permit control 
of Pioneer LV players and VCRs. 

• Direct View. Of the five direct 
view sets reviewed the 25-inch Sony 
XBR Pro has by far the finest picture: 
noise is low, blacks hold true, whites are 
white and primary and secondary colors 
are strong. However, there is always 
some disagreement on color accuracy: 
different viewers have different prefer- 


Macroliminator 

[To^ve^one|Who^|Rents^Movie^ 


100 % 

DIGITAL! 


What Does It Do For Me? During playback of Rental Movies you y^l notice 
annoying periodic color darkening, flashing or jagged edges. This is caused by the 
Maccrovision copy protection jamming embedded in the video, Macroliminator is 
effective on all copy protection jamming signals 100% Guaranteed. 

Test Results Show Macroliminator Beats the Competition 



Compactness 

Ease 

Effective 

Price/Value 

Competition 

bulky, heavy 

dials to fuss with 

75% 

$200 to $59 

Macroliminator 

miniature 

automatic 

100% 

$ 59.00 


Is Duplicating Rental Movies a No No? Yes, Yes. Neither the manufacturer nor 
dealers encourage people to use the Macroliminator and 2 VCRs to make superb 
copies of Renta I Movies for their own persona I use - in the privacy of their own homes. 

I WARNING: Use of this device to duplicate video tapes may be against certain federal and state copyrig 



To Order, Call Toll Free! 


DIGITAL TECH 

1-800-666-2276 Southg^tl^MUm^ 


nii/IlillE CAMERA 


160 Broadway New York, N.Y. 10038 j: 


CAMCORDERS | HITACHI ' j PANASONIC 

r PANASONIC I r SONY 1 VM-3100 - - 

pyiiq.. 799.95 CCDV-5 ... 769.95 vM-5100 


... 1089.951 VM-6000 ''/ 1149!95 


IPVS350 .. 1529.951 

PV445 . 1499.95 

IPV460 .... 1549.951 


PV2800 

PV4800 

PV4820 

PV4860 

PV4862 

PV4864 

PV4870 

PV4880 


224.95 

259.95 

279.95 

424.95 

455.95 

658.95 

380.95 

829.95 


PV400 ... 

PV420 ... 

PV440 ikioa.so 

PV425 .NEW 

AG450 - 

AG170 


RCA 


_ 789.95 

GRC-35 .... 849.95 
GRC-40,30 .. NEW 
GRS-55 ... 1079.95 
GFS-1000 ... CALL 


CC150 . 839.95 

CC175. 1179.95 

CC250 . 839.95 

CC300 . 999.95 

CC350 . ... 1199.95 
PAL & SECAM 
m, VCR's, Caroofdefs-Call 


VME-70 . 869.95 

VME-77 ... 1029.95 
VME-708 .... 1299.95 

IFIOOO. 159919^ 


C-50,8200,2100 .NEW 

( OLYMPUS 

VXS-405 . 1479.95 

VX-406 . CALL 

VX-802 .899.95 

I SONY 

SL-330 . 280.95 

SLHF-360 . 369.95 

SLHF-840 . 469.95 

SLHF-860 . 659.95 

EVS-1 .669.95 

lEDV-9500 ...2399.95I 


JVC 


HRD 310. 219.95 

HRD440 .... 319.95 

HRD 700 . NEW 

HRD 750 ....449.95 
HRS 200 ....529.95 
HRS 5000 .... Instock 

HRS 7000 . 679.95 

HRS 8000.899.95 

( CANON 


CALL TOLL FREE ORDERS 01 

1 - 800 - 221-1926 


= THE FINANCIAL DISTRICT) FREE SUNDAY PARKING 

-Thura. Fri. 9-3, Sun. KM For Information call (212) 349-2555 

i TOSHIBA I I SALE OF THE MONTH j CELLULAR SPECIAL | 

DX-800 . 499.95 Sony CCDV10 wft.a w T.poa 998.95 GE TP-1000 Package 

DX-900 . 689.95 Nikon VN3000 .. 1029.95 (i) Phone # installed 

SV-950 . 724.95 ^ ”d. VCR toTIM. 95 (g case & Power Cord 

rk\/-Q7n AAQ QA Pioneer VSX9300 .. 549.95 (3) Antenna 

. 649.9 5 pn™erCLD3030,VSX5300 Call (4 Handset ws* corttuM uor 

(5) ReatlyUse 

VR450::::::: PI95 

VR63052^:95 &^d'=^r^d :.:^.i ( ! 

VR640 . 685.95 Video Tripod.21.95 Toshiba 30100 979.95 

VR695 . 879.95 Toshiba 3300 1069.95 

rnaifsilRiqHI-vSo CoovS Canon FAX 8 764.95 

I MITSUBISHI I Canon FAX 20 1069.95 

HSU50 . 509.95 Videoffilm Converter 28.95 Sharp FD 220 949.95 

HSU70 . 899.95 Videonics DIRECT ED lowest Sharp FO 420 1149.95 

HSU80 CALL Arden Zoot Mike 49.95 Panasonic UF150 986.95 

I-MPT-1 ^x'^SoL.44 95 Panasonic UF250 1469.95 

I NEC iSoto Lere ' SlL Murata Fax 1200 699.95 

DS-8000 . 879.95 TeleAWe kit.37.95 Murata Fax 1600 849.95 

DX-968 . 459.95 Sony KME 100. 169.95 Cam c^^iffS^ 


VIDEO JANUARY 1989 













































































































































ATTENTION: DEALERS AND CONSUMERS 

THE DIRECT LINE TO SUPER DEALS ON 

Panasonic. 

1 - 800 - 524-1596 


SUPER FAST DELIVERY 


24H0UR 

PROCESSING 



(I0.D. ANYWHERE IN THE U.S.A. 

WE SELL: VCR's, Camcorders, Video Cameras, TVs, 
Monitors, Accessories, All Panasonic Appliances. 

PRO LINE-Industrial Equipt. PAL-SECAM-NTSC, 110/220 


Panasonic, 

SUPER LOW PRICES 


SUPER VIDEO, INC., 245 Paterson Plank Road, Carlstadt, New Jersey 07072 







CHINON ELMO SONY PANASONIC HITACHI 


“Wcvt, > 

> ^OAtieonden, ‘SeUtentf: n 

0 % > 

i \ 

] We search the world over to be able to ^ 
: deliver the most complete selection ^ 
] of video camera batteries. We -o 
) maintain an extensive inventory at g 
’ competitive prices to insure yoursat- h 
) isfaction. If we can not deliver your x 
i order within 60 days of your first w 
; phone call it’s on us or we'll send you > 
) a $50.00 savings bond. ^ 

i MOST ORDERS I 
I SHIP SAME DAY! | 

: SONY 

: PANASONIC 

: HITACHI 
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RCA 
NEC 
CANON 
MINOLTA 
PENTAX 
SHARP 
AKAI 

MAGNAVOX 

QUASAR 

JVC 


ZENITH : 

TOSHIBA : 

MITSUBISHI ( 

SANYO . 

FISHER c 

PIONEER \ 

SYLVANIA ? 

VIVITAR 

SAMSUNG ; 

PHILCO 

JC PENNEY ( 

SEARS ! 

RADIO SHACK \ 


Batteries Unlimited ; 

I (800) 343-5733 ^ 

w iHsiansiiiAi vaiHsoi Suvhs xviNid < 


AMERICA’S QUALITY LINE 
OF VIDEO ADD-ONS 


• Patented, Full Met^Cmstnjction 
s 3 

vsT.'.'save $ 60! 

$89.88 SOUDEX izn 


« 3-Wav. 90 Degree Ppnl 

VT86E. . . SAVE $30r 

I $49.88 


VIDEO REWINDERS 



miiSOn INDUSTRIES 
1 - 800 - 888-8183 3 = 

P;0. 80X33 VERNON HILLS.il 60061 cob.weicome 

• Ail Items Brand New, Factory Fresh 

• Full Two Year Warranty 

• Orders Shipped Within 48-Hours 

Add $3 Shitppina/Handling Fee, 

IL Residents Add Sales Tax 
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ences. The tuner is a separate box and 
the speakers may be hung on the sides of 
the monitor or positioned slightly far¬ 
ther away for better stereo separation. 
When mounted on its optional match¬ 
ing pedestal it forms an elegant system 
with space for two more video devices. 

Our second choice is the Tera 629A, 
with a gorgeous but slightly cooler 27- 
inch picture. Its audio system is more 
lavish, with a 25-watt amplifier feeding a 


I driver. Some may even prefer the Tera 
to the Sony set. Our third choice, the 
27-inch Proton 290, is very close to the 


Magnavox CH 1000 three-inch LCD/ 

TV deserves special mention as the best 
of a growing number of tiny portable 
color monitor/receivers. 

ACCESSORIES WATCH WHERE YOU’RE 

We reviewed only two accessories, POINTING THAT THING 


HONDO VIDEO 

continued from page 73 


both editing controllers, in 1988. Of 

' .iDirectED. 

id stores the list 
r for the produc- 



Soldier of Fortune poster girl Crissa “Bo” 
Bozlee is marketing a home video. The 
Last Drop, in which she strips and reas¬ 
sembles an M-60 machine gun in the 


In March, the New York Daily Ne 
ditzy TV critic Kay Gardella offered 
analysis of the CBS Evening News: 

















































SUPERIMPOSE 

TITLES ON VIDEO 

A stand-alone color titler 
with true GENLOCK, deluxe 
keyboard, expansion port 

and the ability to interface 

... 


with PCs ... for $599.95. 



'/v/ V 








lUPER 


VMS 


MAJOR RELEASES 
NOW AVAILABLE! 


Drama - Sports - Music 
Classics & More! 


Call For Catalog 
1-800-331-6304 
CA (415)5 


^IJPER 

Source 

VIDEO 


Competitive 

Camera 


Order Toll Free 

1 - 800 - 544-5442 










































“I still like getting my nightly news 
from a man. While taking nothing away 
from Diane Sawyer’s competence duting 
her sub stint fot Dan Rathet Tuesday 
night, I felt like something was missinf 
It’s ridiculous, I know. They’re all read 
ing from the monitor. But I’ve been 
brainwashed into feeling more confident 
when a man delivers the news. Diane 
should also avoid wearing red. It’s dis- 
ttacting.” 

AT LEAST MARIEHE HARTLEY 
HAD A DECENT HAIRDRESSER 

Gardella also found fault with CBS This 
Morning: 

“[Kathleen Sullivan] needs to get 
rid of her spiked hairdo. It looks better 
combed down. . .Yellow or gold, what¬ 
ever the color of the set is, it needs more 
warmth. It looks too cold. I’d paint it 
salmon.” 

INSERT PRINCESS LEIA 
JOKE HERE 

A showing of Star Wars over a Long Is¬ 
land, N.Y. cable system was inter¬ 
rupted by a tape of several couples hav¬ 
ing sex. “It was a dumb mistake,’’ 
explained Cablevision manager Tom 
Dolan. “Someone must have fallen 
asleep at the video switch.” 

ESSENTIAL FOR 
WATCHING BILL MOYERS 

Kaleido Enterprises introduced “Kalei- 
dovision,” an arrangement of eight re¬ 
flective panels that create a kalei¬ 
doscopic effect when attached to a TV 
set. According to a press release, “Regu¬ 
lar television becomes so much more 
stimulating when used in conjunction 
with Kaleidovision...[Its] potential is 
awesome for not only does it generate 
visual excitement, it is destined to find 
its way into the audio/visual disco scene, 
the world of advertising and even more 
important-YOUR LIVING ROOM!” 


ASTARISBORN 

continued from page 77 

show you,” and then cut back and forth 
between baby shots and your narrative. 

• Baby video postcard. This is just 
shots of the baby, plus a voiceover: 
"Wish you were here.” If you don’t have 
a microphone for direct hookup to your 
VCR’s “mic in” jack, make an audio cas¬ 
sette tape and dub your narration to vid¬ 
eo through your stereo system. 

• Baby comedy video. In terms of con¬ 
tent rather than technique, this is the 
hardest thing to do —humor is subjec¬ 
tive, after all. You might look at Bette 
Midler’s Baby Divine book and TV com- 
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24 HR 

GUARANTEED 

DELIVERY 

Or We Pay 
the Freight! 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRONICS NEEDS 
...CALL TOLL FREE: 

800 

VIDEO-US 

( 800 - 843 - 3687 ) 

MA3NAVDX 

Canon JVC piomeer sO!NY RGil 

TOSHIBA Panasonic-Industrial Teclinics ^ 
MINOLTA NADY OlVMPUS li’;L»7EC## 
VIDEONICS DirectED 





VISA 


ALL COBRA i PANASONIC 
TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT IN STOCK! 


*0n All Merchandise in Stock Ordered Before 11 AM P.T. • Subject to Approved Payment and Method of Freight 

THE VIDEO DEPOT LTD. • 1500 N. STATE ST, BELLINGHAM, WA 98225 





















mercials featuring babies for ideas. I’m 
planning a mock life story about Lorin’s 
rise to the top of the baby profession, 
complete with props (pens, notepads, a 
big desk) and Walter Winchell-style 
narration. 

• Video keepsake. The message to 
Lorin from the labor room which 1 de¬ 
scribed earlier would go here. So would 
all those important documented mo¬ 
ments, and messages we’ll tape through 
the years, so that both Lorin and we will 
remember what we really felt at differ¬ 
ent points of his childhood. 

FINAL HINTS 

When editing, consider cutting in in 
the middle of a zoom. This looks great 
when matched with swelling music or a 
crescendo. Try shooting from different 
vantage points — sometimes with the 
camera at the baby’s level and some¬ 
times from the infant’s point of view, as 
if the camera were seeing what the baby 
is seeing. Remember to set the running 
camcorder down and include yourself 
in some shots. This isn’t Super-8 — 
you’re not chained to the camera trig¬ 
ger. Finally, remember the old Holly¬ 
wood expression; “We’ll fix it in the 
editing.” While that usually makes for 
bad motion pictures, it’s just the recipe 
for terrific home videos. 

Editor’s note: All of the songs men¬ 
tioned in this article are copyrighted works. 
Therefore, if you intend to include any of 
them, or any other copyrighted work, on 
your baby tape, you should purchase a copy 
of the record, tape or compact disc and any 
use of your baby video must be limited to 
your private entertainment to avoid a possi¬ 
ble violation of the copyright laws. m 

HERE'S LOOKING AT YOU 

continued from page 79 

Automatic features include power 
on, play, rewind and shutoff. The HQ 
circuitry has all the HQ components: 
white clip extension, detail enhance¬ 
ment and both chrominance and lumi¬ 
nance vertical processors. A tape 
motion stabilizer reduces jitter. The 
VX5000 also has an MTS/SAP decoder, 
stereo hi-fi record/play and a mono lin¬ 
ear track. 

1 The stand that’s available for the 

Bang &. Olufsen system is motorized and 
intelligent. Installing a TV so that it 
looks elegant in a room does not always 
produce the best viewing angle. So 
Bang & Olufsen’s stand may be posi¬ 
tioned to fit in with the room’s decor 
when the TV is off but can be pro¬ 
grammed to swivel and face a particular 
chair as soon as it is turned on. You can 
further manipulate the stand by remote 

control for the best shared viewing angle 
if many people are present. This beats 
moving the furniture around every time 
friends come over. 

Bang &. Olufsen has long been a 
leader at system and remote control in¬ 
tegration. It has used all of its experi¬ 
ence in designing this system to be 
compatible with its audio systems. A 
single, elegant remote operates the TV, 
the VCR and the stand and can control 
some Bang & Olufsen audio equipment, 
a satellite receiver, and even room light¬ 
ing with appropriate modules. Some 
parts of the system can even be in other 
rooms if you elect to add the Beolink 
system. All the compatible units use the 
Beo- prefix, as in Beocenter, Beogram 

CD and LP players, Beovox and Beolab 
speakers and Beocord audio recorders. 

Many American audiophiles think 
of Bang & Olufsen only as designers of 
beautiful audio gear with limited specifi¬ 
cations, but the company rates its equip¬ 
ment based on conservative minimum 
guaranteed performance levels rather 
than average or even best performance 
levels. The result is that Bang & 
Olufsen spec sheets can seem lackluster 
compared to those based on optimistic 
performance levels. We’ve seen only 
prototypes of Bang &. Olufsen’s video 
gear, but we can’t wait to get this equip¬ 
ment into our test labs. They are among 
the most promising video products 
we’ve seen in years. ■ 

Serial service 

If you have an antenna or a basic-cable 
connection feeding into your home, you 
can extend the connection to as many 
VCRs as you own. Use the direct con¬ 
nections (one-plug video and one- or 
two-plug audio) to feed the VCRs into a 
video switcher, and feed the switcher’s 
output into the TV. This leaves the RF 
connectors (those big-threaded screw 
terminals) on the VCRs free. Use the 
RF connectors to chain the VCRs to¬ 
gether (antenna lead or cable connec¬ 
tion to input of VCR A, output of VCR 
A to input of VCR B, output of VCR B 
to input of VCR C, and so on). 

Connect the VCR with the best re¬ 
cording quality (that new Super VHS 
unit, perhaps) first, as the signal will de¬ 
teriorate slightly as it proceeds down the 
chain. (This will not work if you need 
the cable company’s tuner to receive 
scrambled pay channels. In this case, 
give the cable box’s output a place on 
your video switcher. This will allow you 
to switch the unscrambled signal to 
whichever machines get input from the 
switcher.) 

Adapting to CD singles 

You can adapt an older multi-format 
videodisc player or single-format CD 
player to play the new three-inch CC3 
format, even if the player was not de¬ 
signed to play CD3s. Any player that 
can play five-inch CDs can play the 
three-inch version with the aid of an in¬ 
expensive adapter, available from Sony 
and other accessories manufacturers. 
Place the CD3 in the five-inch adapter 
and it will play in any player that can 

tIp^ 

handle five-inch CDs. LV/CD players 
that can be adapted for CD3s in this 
fashion include Pioneer’s CLD-9000 and 
CLD-909. Newer models such as the Pi¬ 
oneer CLD-1030 can play CD3s without 
an adapter. 

Piracy victims’ hotline 

If you suspect you’ve been rented or sold 
a pirated videocassette program, you 
can —and should — report the miscreant 
to the authorities. To do this, call the 
Film Security Division of the Motion 
Picture Association of America 
(MPAA) at 800-NO-COPYS. The 
MPAA will investigate your complaint. 

If it finds evidence of video bootlegging, 
it will enlist the help of the FBI. If it 
finds no evidence of wrongdoing, no one 
will be hurt. 

The eyes have it 

A lot of people watch TV in the dark or 
in semidarkness —and that’s a mistake. 

It can cause eyestrain, nausea or a gen¬ 
eral feeling of tiredness. A tube TV is 
not meant to be watched in darkness, as 
in a theater. The average tube is much 
brighter than the average theater 
screen. If you focus on a bright square 
floating in a sea of darkness, your eyes 
will have difficulty accommodating both 
the bright object in the center of your 
vision and the darkness at the periphery. 
The solution is to just turn on a few 
lights. The best way to light for TV 
watching is to cast the beam of a track 
light or reading lamp at the wall behind 
the TV, illuminating the area surround¬ 
ing the screen. 
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VIDEO CLAS8IHEDS 

To pitce an advaftisement in the video classifieds .allyouhavetodoissendpayment.andthead 


rd minimum) 


WORD AO 

Per Word: $5,00 (15 wi 
Requirements: Payment must accompany advertising copy. Submit copy typed or clearly 
printed. P.O. Box numbers and/or sfre« adress count as tiw words: city, name, state and zip 
code as two words. All advertisements containing P.O. Box numbers must be accompanied t^ 
permanent address and telephone number. 

All advertis^nts m subject to publishers approval. Video Is not responsible for typographical 

videoi^ due to the potential problem of copyright infringement. No advertisements will be 
accepted which offer for sale products or senmns that have been illegal because they Infringe on 
copyright protection or other forms of property ownership. 

Closing Date: 25th of the third month preced 


VIDEO MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 
460 W 34th Street 
New York S.Y. 10001 




ACCESSORIES 


BUY WHOLESALE CAMCORDER VCR PAN¬ 
ASONIC TELEPHONES AND CAMCORDER ACCES¬ 
SORIES PANASONIC RCA SONY GE MAGNAVOX 
AND MORE 1-800-982-8273 

TV GENIE, WATCH VCR ON EVERY TV IN 
HOUSE COMPLETELY WIRELESS. SEND $45.00 
OR WRITE TO: LTV SALES, PO BOX 426R, RO- 
MEOVILLE, IL 60441-0426 

3-M SCOTCH-VHS-T-120 PROFESSIONAL COL 

OR-PLUS -429-VIDEO IMAGES- 1119 NO. Orchard- 
suite 244 Boise ID 83706 (208)345-5910 


BETAPHILE CLUB 


BETAPHILE; ADD BETA I's SPEED TO SONY. 
SL-HF900, BTH LABS, 7011 KATELLA AVE¬ 
NUE, STANTON, CA 90680 (714) 527-2282 

RATHER FIGHT THAN SWITCH? Send (#10) 
SASE. Betaphile Club, Information/Application, P.O. 
Box 40373, Tuscon, Arizona 85717^0373 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


A BRAND NEW VIDEO TAPE SERVICE WITH 
UNLIMITED POTENTIAL $$! For detailed busi¬ 
ness plan send $49.95 to TELEVISED CLASSIFIED, 
5107 Darrow Road, Hudson, OH. 44236 

HOW TO MAKE MONEY WITH YOUR VIDEO 

complete manual by professionals. $10.95 to R. Her¬ 
bert, Box 73983, Metairie, LA 70033 

LEARN VCR CLEANING, REPAIR. HUGE 
PROFITS! SECRETS REVEALED! NO EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY. FREE DETAILS. VIEJO PUBLICA¬ 
TIONS, 217 EAST 86TH STREET, SUITE 272, NEW 
YORK, NY 10028 

VIDEOTAPING WEDDINGS? Quality animation, ti¬ 
tles, customized, competitive edge. FREE INFORMA¬ 
TION: “Our Wedding”. Box 18H, Hartsdale, NY 10530 



X 16069, Enclni 


MAKE MONEY WITH YOUR VIDEO CAMERA! 

Start on a shoestring-Free datails. ControlTrack, Dept. 
VM-1, Box 647, Hays, KS 67601 


USED VHS MOVIES- $6.00 an 
Store? Top Quality - Fast Service - Fr 
926-7395 


HIGHLY PROFITABLE VIDEO PRODUCTON 
BUSINESS. Work from your home. Experience un¬ 
necessary. Total investment $125.00! Free Informa¬ 
tion. Communications, P.O. Box 382, Frenkfort, KY 


CABLE TV EQUIPMENT, Scientific Atlanta, Jerrold, 
Oak, Hammlin, Zenith SSAVI, Send $3.00 for catalog 
to K.D, VIDEO INC. P.O. BOX 29538, Minneapolis, MN 
55429 1-800-327-3407 


CABLE TV PRODUCTS, WE REPAIR, TRADE, 
BUY AND SELL. CALL SAT SERV (612) 
S41-4883 


CABLE FAIR PRICING Converters ai 
scramblers. Filters for beeping channel. 
979-8356 NO Michigan 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS - FREE CATALOG 
Tocom, Zenith, Oak, Pioneer, Jerrold, Scientific Atlan¬ 
ta, Panasonic. ARIZONA VIDEO, 3661 --- 

#310-M, Tucson, Arizona, 85719 


CABLE TV SECRETS- The installation manual that 
covers all aspects of cable television. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $8.95. Cable Facts, Box 711-B, Pa- 
taskala, OH 43062 


CABLE TV DECODERS All major brands availab 
Jerrold, Scientific Atlanta, Oak, Zenith Dealer Inquirie 
Welcome Visa/MC, E & 0 Video, 9691 East 2651 
Street, Elko, MN 55020 1-800-638-6898 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS Scientific Atlanta, Jer¬ 
rold, Oke, Zenith, Hammlin, Many Others. “NEW" 
VIDEO HOPPER "The Copy Killer" Visa, MC/&AMEX 
1-800-826-7623. B&B INC. P.O. Box 21-327, St. 
Paul, MN 55121 



CABLE DESCRAMBLERS LIQUIDATION Major 
makes and models available. Industry pricing! (Exam¬ 
ple: Hamlin Combo’s $44.00 Each...Minimum 10 or¬ 
ders) DEALERS ONLY! Call WEST COAST 
ELECTRONICS, (818)709-1758 

CABLE SECRET MANUAL Build your own DE¬ 
SCRAMBLERS, converters. Instructions, Schema¬ 
tics, Suppliers list (HBO, Cinemax, UHF, Adult) $10.95. 
SATELLITE DESCRAMBLING, VIDEOCYPHER 
II. $15.95. CABLETRONICS, BOX 3O502VM, BE- 
THESDA, MD 20814 

CATV CONVERTERS & DESCRAMBLERS Quality 
Products. Professional service. Call 
1-800-541-5487 VISA/MC ACCEPTED. MOUN- 
TAINTECH, INC., Box 5074, MT. Crested Butte, Co. 
81225 



CAMCORDER MOVIE MAKING 



STAR IN YOUR OWN MOVIE! COMEDY, HORROR, 
CHILDRENS, COMMERCIAL SPOOFS, CARTOONS, 
PRACTICAL JOKES AND MORE, It's fun, easy and 
takes less than one hour to do. We have MOV¬ 
IEMAKING KITS for the whole family, with SCRIPTS. 
PROPS and SOUND EFFECTS, starting at $9.95. 
FREE CATALOG 1-201-240-0600, P.O. Box 4986, 
1314 Hopper Avenue, Toms River. N.J. 08753 



CATALOGS 



TV GUIDES 1951 -1988 Every issue available. Cat¬ 
alogue SI .50. TV and magazines, photos, etc. Cata¬ 
logue SI .50. HOWARD ROGOFSKY, BOX 107-V. Glen 
Oaks. NY 11004 

NINTENDO. VIDEO AND MORE! Catalog - $1.00. 
Paul’s Hobby Zone, Dept. VM, P.O. Box 113, West 
Newton, MA 02165 

FREE GIFT! World's zaniest whole sale catalog. Vid¬ 
eos, electronics & HAT'S?! Mind Candy Emporium, 
Box 931437, Hollywood, CA 90093 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 

VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


MOTION PICTURE SERIALS/WESTERNS ON 
VHS! Send S.A.S.E. for list. THE SERiAL FANATIC, 
P.O. Box 173-V01, Boyertown, PA 19512 


COLLECTORS VIDEOS 


CLASSIC FILMS ON VIDEOCASSETTE. Silents, 
serials, foreign, more. Free catalog. CABLE FILMS, 
P.O. Box 7171, Kansas City. MO 64113. (913) 
362-2804. 

SATELLITE 




CHRISTMAS VIDEO Exciting new release from 
SUNRISE IN PARADISE! $29,95 PLUS $3.50 S/H. 
Fast delivery. Free surprise Christmas gift included. 
Call toll free 1-800-545-0595 for details 


BEATLES: FINAL CONCERT VIDEO! 8-29-66 
San Francisco. Limited #1,000 edition. COD'S, Visa/ 
MC, Information: 1-800-2-VIDEOS. (24 HRS.) 

VIDEOCYPHER SATTELLITE DECODER SCHE¬ 
MATICS (Complete set) Parts list - much more! 
$14.95. The Stage Door Video, P.O. Box 576, Burn¬ 
sville, NC 28714 


RARE TITLES: EARLY TELEVISION. WAR, 
TRAINS. CARS, TRAVEL Catalog $1,00. ($5.00 Cou¬ 
pon) URBANSKI-V. 13916 Charleston, Orlando Park. 
IL 60462 


FREE CATALOG 36 PAGES. Major brands. Nobody 
undersells WEST since 1977. Immediate shipping. Call 
for prices. Complete systems, ugrades, accessories, 
1741 Cedardale Road, Mount Vernon, WA 98273 
(800)222-9064 

CONTEST 

SEE MILITARY HISTORY AS IT ACTUALLY 

HAPPENED! WVyi through the falklands campaign. 
Over 300 titles on videocassette. Send $1,00 for illus¬ 
trated catalog. International Historic Films, Inc., Dept. 
16D, Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629 


SATELLITE AND CABLE DECODERS. Please 
specify satellite or cable. For more information write: 
JV ELECTRONICS, P.O. Box 246, Manhattan, KS 
66502 


VIDEOTAPE FESTIVAL -- DEADLINE MARCH 
27th - AWARDS CATAGORIES: STUDENT/AM¬ 
ATEUR/PROFESSIONAL. LCAC P.O. BOX 91, 
SUSANVILLE, CA 96130 




MISCELLANEOUS 




TRANSFERRING 

DUPLICATIONS 


LOVELY PHILIOPPINO WOMEN MAKE THE 
BEST WIVES. Correspond direct with ladles. No re¬ 
mailing gimmicks. Many listings. Some include phone 
numbers. Free information PHILA-PEN, Box 8257, De- 





FOREIGN VIDEOTAPES CONVERSIONS- IN¬ 
CLUDING HI-BAND THROUGH DIGTAL PROCESS 
PAL/SECAM TO AMERICAN OR VICE VERSA, 
TIMEBASE correction and IMAGE ENHANCE¬ 
MENT. R.K. VIDEO DUB, INC,, 60-15 ROOSEVELT 
AVENUE. WOODSIDE, NY 11377 1-800- 851-8514 
(718) 639-2881 

PROFESSIONAL VHS DUPLICATION AND 
PACKAGING BY HIGH - TECH PRODUCTIONS, 
ANY QUANTITY. CALL FOR RATES 1-800-662-8336 

..a 1 a il VM, Cubu y, 0.9 0 (504)48 66 9 

KATHY BLAKE'S DANCE LESSONS VIDEOS 22 

Style for adults and children. Catalog 25 cents plus 
S.A.S.E Butterfly Video, P.O. Box 184V, Antrim, NH, 
03440 



ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE ROMANCE! Overseas 
Sincere, attractive. SUNSHINE INTERNATIONAL, De¬ 
partment ZR, Box 5500, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96745 
(808) 325-7707 

WORLDWIDE DIGITAL CONVERTION. ALL 
FORMATS BROADCAST QUALITY Pal Multi- 
dupe/Hi-Band TK VIDEO, 12300 Coppola Drive, 
Potomac, MD 20864 (301)762-2786 

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 

BEAUTIFUL, ENGLISH SPEAKING, PILI¬ 

PINAS want men of all ages as Life-partners. VIDEO 
AVAILABLE. PAL, 200 BLANCA, CO. 81123-0084 

FOREIGN VIDEO TAPE CONVERSIONS. All 
Formats/Broadcast Quality. TBC, Digital. Also, Tape 
Duplication And Films/Slides/Photos Transferred To 
Convenient Video Tape. Corporate And Educational 
Discounts. PRO VIDEO SERVICES, 26 Thomsen 
Drive, Monsey, NY 10952 1-800-843-3644 in NY 
(914) 356-5835. 



NATIONWIDE Singles Photo Magazine, Send Name, 
Address, Age. Send No Money. Exchange 1817 
vyelton #1580 Denver, Colorado 80202 

HOME THEATRE SYSTEMS PRESENTS: QUALI¬ 
TY FRONT PROJECTION MONITORS, SURROUND 
SOUND DECODERS, LASERDISC PLAYERS. ECT. 
INFORMATIVE, FREE CATALOG, 325 HAMMOND 
DRIVE, SUITE 100-C, ATLANTA, GA 30328 
(404)250-9224 



OVERSEAS VIDEO TAPE CONVERSION through 
digital system PAL/SECAM to PAL copy as good as 
original. Only $35.00 per tape (without stock) VHS/ 
BETA or U-matic, Video 8R Palm, SAME DAY SER¬ 
VICE. BOMBAY DIGITAL VIDEO, 28695 Ryan 
Road, Warren, MI 48092, (313)751-0411 

NEW PRODUCTS 

AUDIO/VIDEO DYNAMIC ELECTRONIC’S Home 
surround sound decoder,$99.50 + $3.00 S&H P.O. Box 
28277, Atlanta GA.30358 


GLOBE VIDEO SERVICES INC.-Professional Facil¬ 
ity announces the HOMERATE: Digital conversion bet- 
weeri American (NTSC) and European (PAL/SECAM) 
television standards. One low price includes cassette 
and mailing. 286 Fiflh Avenue, New York, NY 10001. 
(212)369-4366 

GREAT THEATER SOUND IN YOUR HOME Sur¬ 
round Sound decoder, Subwoofer Processor, Broad¬ 
cast MPX catalog, and MTS Cable Stereo Decoders. 
Informative FREE catalog, SASE. Audio/video Dynam¬ 
ic Electronics, P.O. Box 28277, Atlanta, GA. 30358 


VIDEO HALT VCR lock covers and locks the front 
loading door on any VHS/Beta. HALT expensive re¬ 
pairs, stop child insertion of foreign objects, HALT 
viewing of adult tapes, HALT unauthorized use of 
VCR, exercise parental control. Attaches in seconds - 
no tools needed! Send $14.95 plus $3.00 S/H to: VID¬ 
EO HALT, 714 Second Avenue, Troy, NY 12182. 
DEALERS WELCOME (518) 237-5246 


FOREIGN VIDEOCASSETTE CONVERTIONS at 
reasonable rates. PAL/SECAM (EUROPE,ASIA) to 
NTSC (USA) or Visa Versa. Digital Process with time- 
base correction and image enhancemant. Fast service. 
R-8, S-8, 16MM, Film to Video Transfers. Guaranteed 
Quality. IHF Production. Inc. 3015 West 59th Street, 
Chicago, IL 60629, Tel: (312) 436-0038 


FILMS/MOVIES 





POSTERS 


BETA. CED. MOVIES. $5.00-$29.00. CED Players 
$39.95 + FREE list (specify) TVE, 1814 "G” Street, Be¬ 
llingham, WA 98225. 1-800-444-BETA 



USED VIDEOTAPES 

1,000,000 VIDEOMOVIES/SOUNDTRACKS! Vid¬ 

eo catalog - $1.00. Soundtracks/Broadway - $1.00. 
RTS/VE24, Box 1829, Novato, California 94948 


ORIGINAL MOVIE POSTERS! STAR PHOTOS! 
TWO CATALOG, 3000 ILLUSTRATION $3.00 POST¬ 
ER GALLERY, BOX 2745-H3 ANN ARBOR, Ml. 48106 
313- 665-3151 

FOREIGN, CLASSIC, DOCUMENTARY, FINE 
ARTS • Impossible - To • Find Videos. 176 page cata¬ 
log (6.000 Titles) $4.00, Facet. 1517 West Fullerton, 
Chicago, IL 60614 

$1.00 MOVIE POSTERS 1001 TITLES. (1963-1988) 
Catalog $2.00. S. Wallach 32 Kern RD. Don Mills On¬ 
tario Canada. M3B1T1 Visa/Master Card 
(416)444-8461 

SAVE OVER 50% off retail on 30 day old used video- 

FREE COPY! "Video Shopper," monthly collector's 
paper. Buy, sell, trade! Box 309V, Fraser, Ml 48026 

Vagabond video, 4600 Woodduck, Salt Lake City, UT 
84117. (801) 262-4366 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


BEST SELECTION OF S-VHS VIDEOTAPES. Free 
catalog! Super Source video, P.O. Box 410777, San 
Francisco, CA 94141 or call 1 -800-331 -6304. California 
call collect (415) 558-8688 


LASER DISC AND VHS OR BETA VIDEO 
TAPES, FANTASTIC FREE CATALOGUE. 
HECKER VIDEO. 4401A CONNECTICUT AVE¬ 
NUE, N.W., SUITE 313, WASHINGTON, DC 
20008. 1-800-323-1073, (202) 363-8030. 


LASERDISC AND BETA MOVIES. NEW AND 
USED, FROM $6.95, CATALOG $2.00 A-1 VID¬ 
EO, P.O. BOX 667, EAST TAWAS, MI 48730 


LASER DISC NEWSLETTER -For video consumers. 
Free sample. $25.00/year. Suite 428, 496$ Hudson 
Street, New York, NY 10014 


LAS VEGAS - A defintive account of a unique city. 40 
minutes. FREE DETAILS ACCENT-LAS VEGAS, 407 
Parkway East, Las Vegas, Nevada 89106 - 
(1-800)622-8864 


SEXY ADVENTURE TRAVELOGUE VIDEO ON 
THAILAND Exotic women, beautiful scenes. A 
man s tropical paradise. Send $29.95 + $3.00 S/H to 
SUNWEST PRODUCTIONS, P.O. Box 9905 VM, San 
Diego, CA 92109 Visa/MC 1-800-365-8433 


“GRAND CANYON" 2-hour spectacular helicopter 
exploration VIDEO. Breathtaking music. Critically ac¬ 
claimed. Details FREE. Berger Productions, 3217-A, 
Arville, Las Vegas, Nevada 89102, (702)876-2328 



cpocprp Plastic Pinding, Inc. 

LAMINATORS 

4j35©«r $195.00 
1253*600; $295.00 

Toll Free 1-800-437-4787 in ND 1-800-732-3748 


Multi System TVs & 220 volt appliances 


FAIR DEAL APPLIANCES INC. 

76-11A Broadway, Elmhurst, NY 11373 
800-843-6604 718-457-8328 

Call for Catalog 



VIDEO 
CAMERA 
CASE 
$49.95 

[plus $4.00 handhg] 

• Exterior is water repellant Dupont 
Cordura® nylon construction 
•Two full-size padded accessory pockets 
o Adjustable shoulder strap and 
foam-padded handle 

•Interior is heavily padded to absorb impact 
•Lightweight security for your new camera 
— Lifetime Guarantee — 

Send check or money order to: 

SUNTREE VIDEO 

P.O. Box 360282 

Melbourne, FL 32936-0282 , 

nigH [800] 537-7464 


Rental Tape Stabilizer 

• Eliminates loss/6ashing of color, K^ctnl 
rolls/streoking/iitfering while playing KBS 
copy-protected rentormovie topes. 

• Restores closed caption. 

• Fully automatic, bcittery (included) powered. 

• 30 days money bock guarantee. 

Reg. $99.95 SALE $36.95 S/H $3.95 
Order Onlyl-800-888-6088 em.xssi Visa, MC, COD 
C. WOODSON VIDEO 
PO Box 5545, Cory, NC 27511 


Rental Movie 
Stabilizer 

A handling^ 

VSA-SO ends rental 
mpvie flashing, jitter, 
” '•* colorshift, & blackout 

30 day money back 
guarantee, 2 yr warranty. 

VSA Ltd., Dept. V, 401 SW IHh 
Portland, OE 97206 1-800-367-7909 24 hrs. 
Outside USA Call 1-.503-761-2140 


-tr PRESENTING 




rrr. 

CABLE TV 
DESCRAMBLERS 

STARRING -Ir * 

JERROLD, HAIMLIN, OAK 

AND OTHER FAMOUS MANUFACTURERS 


AMERICAN 



BUYER PROTECTION PLAN • QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 

For Free Catalog. Call 800-548-1174 

ORDEBS SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS 
THE BEST PRICES AND FULL WARRANTIES 

HOME VIDEO 

Oistributors of Name Brand 


sms 



JERROLD-SB-3,. 
TRI-MODE.. 
OAK-M35-BW/VS$102.(X) 


MANY MORE....CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE FAST INFORMATION 

THE BEST BUYS & WARRAm'lES 
FOR DECODERS & CONVERTERS 
START WITH A FREE CATALOG FROM 
M.D. ELECTRONICS 
875 So. 72nd 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68114 

ORDERS &. CATALOGS CALL TOLL FREE: 


1 - 800 - 624-1150 

FOR INFORMATION CALL: 

(402) 554-0686 visa^ 


cientific Atlanta, Zenith, and more! 60 day 

..hin 24 hrs. For last service MCAIISA C.O.D. 

lone orders accepted. Evening hrs. also. (312) 6961259. 
ed Envelope (.4e) postage lor FREE batalog. No. III. orders. 

L & L ELECTRONICS 
1430 Miner St., Suite 522 
Des Plaines, III. 60016 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


COMPUTER RELATED 


PINFEED, CONTINUOUS FORM 
VIDEO CASSETTE LABELS 

ZOO/pack l.m 


I Vlrfinu Specialti Product! 


BUYING A NEW VCR OR CAMCORDER? Ci 


FILMS/MOVIES 


10% - 20% OFF 

ALL VIDEO CASSEHES 


• No club to loin. no obligalions: no gimmicks 

• Forget list price' . All tapes discounted 

HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOTLINE. INC 

227 AVE S BROOKLYN. NEW YORK 11223 


CALL TOLL-FREE 

1-800-245-TAPE 



Director's Mug 

Deluxe 11 oz. Black & White 
Cerarnic Mug with 
Director's State design. 
$6.60 plus $2.50 shipping. 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


SATELLITE 



.9-2.7 GHz Parabolic Dish 40*dBGain 
LIFETIME WARRANTY 
Complete System $99.95 (Shipping Incl.) 
Replacement Components 
& Expert Repairs Available 
K A S ELECTRONICS Call now lor same 
P.O. BOX 34522 day snipping! 

PHOENIX. AZ 85067 1602) 2304)640 

VISA/MC/COD $2 CREOIT ON PHONE OROERS 


TRANSFERRING 


RENTAL MOVIE 
STABILIZER 

...o, ™IomhiIt, sireaking. blackout 

litter elc. when playing copyguarded rental video; 

• Restores closed captions • Fully aulomallc 

• Made In U.S.A. • 30 day money back guarantee 

reduced to orders only 

SJ9.95 * ‘3.95 SAI 1-800-422-9010 X4065 


RCNTHL MOVI€ STABILIZCR 

STOPS FLASHING. JITTER, COLORSHIFT WITH 
RENTAL VIDEOS. 

RESTORES CAPTIONS. 

FULLY AUTOMATIC. ^ 

So'S* Morey L’^kSi^rantM * 

Orders Only 1 - 800 - 441-0360 Ext 1024 


OiDPioixieen' 


f 


Video Dynamics Inc. 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


Biij - Ji Ufii 


WE STOCK EVERY TITLE 

Largest mail order retailer in the U.S. 

• Fastest availability on new titles 

• Most orders shipped same day 

• 10% discount on all titles I 4 n 

• Free UPS Shipping in vXiin 

Continental U.S. (ground only) lBu«ine»« 

• Vj.sa, MasterrardjAmex.^ecks & C.O.D. 



American 


Inserii 


“America’s LaserDisc Source" 
We’ll give you.. 

00 


*5. 

...to try ijg today! 




You will receive $5.00 off your 
FIRST order when you call lor 
the NEW AMERICAN LASER 
Catalog. It's FREE, so call 
today & save! Thousands of titles 
AVAILABLE NOW! 


TOLL FREE HOTLINE 
1-800-321-2243 

VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER • C.O D 

_f _ 


THAT'S ALL WE DO 




(703) 430-8692 or (703) 450-5780 


n^SEmsmm 


a day. (703) 430-0330 


PROFESSIONAL STOCK 
UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 


T-30 $2.25 ea. L-500 $2.90 e 
T-60 $2.50 ea. U-650 $3.30 e 
T-1 20 $3.00 ea KCAS20 $11 .OO 
Al) sizes available....Call 
1 -SOO-344-1 979 31 2-893-1 97 
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Don't risk missing an issue. If you’re changingyouraddress, please give us 8 weeks 
notice. Simply PRINT your new address below and mail this coupon—ALONG WITH 
YOUR CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION MAILING LABEL—to: VIDEO, P.O. Box 56293, Boul¬ 
der, Colorado 80322-6293 (please print) 



1X7 A T T QT CAMERA exchange fi 

VV riLlLl O 1 • 82 WALL ST. N.Y.. N.Y. 10005 


INDEX OF ADVERTISERS 


ADULT VIDEO CONNECTION .., 
ALLISON INDUSTRIES. 


BAHERIES UNLIMITED .. 


CLASSIFIEDS.120, 121,122, 

COLLISEUM. 

COMPETITIVE CAMERA. 

COMPUTABILITY. 

CONSUMER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE .. 


:T camera WAREHOUSE ... 


MOVIES UNLIMITED ... 


PANASONIC... 
PHOTRON. 


:a ACCESSORIES.. 


RECOTON... 
RETAILERS ... 


SCOPE ELECTRONICS... 


SCRIPTOVISION... 


O DIRECT DISTRIBUTORS... 























































CAMCORD Smm 
BETA 


, AMBICO 

I SPECIAL EFFECTS 
GENERATOR 


. OLYMPUS 

CAMCORDERS 
FULL LINE 


FLUID HEAD. 
TRIPOD 

PRO MODEL. 


ISUNPAK^ 


VIDICRAFT 

like having your own sour, 


mono. Separate 

original sound. Use while editing to add background rr 
soundtracks or to boost low-level sound. Or use the inclu 


_ss 

sounding results every time. 


nasonic @ 

HITACHI 

KyocERa 

OLYMPUS 

PENTAX 

RCil 

MINOLTA 


NOW SHIPPING 

CrC^" 


GRAPHIC GENERATOR Bir 


ON CAMCORDERS AND VCRS 


NOBODY BEATS I4 

w-nm 

THINK YOU’VE FOUND A GOOD DEAL? 

CALL US - OURS WILL BE BETTER! 


Panasonic I 

CAU- PV400 ” 
MODELS PVE 
not PV£_.- 
LISTED PVS445 I 


JVC 

DIGITAL VCRs 
S-VHS 

& CAMCORDERS | 

Please Call 


^IC SYSTEM I 

iswrlt/iswrht''”" 


8mm Film to I 

VIDEO 


RULES FOR BUYING MAIL ORDER 

1. Always compare the delivered price 6. We ship Collect On Delivery (C.O.D.). Hi 


VO612 

$49J 


Panasonic Panasonic Panasonic MINOLTA 


AG-450 

CALL 




s 


AG-1950 CALL 



MINOLTA 

V-1400 - BEST BUY I 
PLEASE “3BF1 

ss^ 

B 1 


Ilf m i 


■ STB- 


C.O.D. WELCOME 38411 ford road, WESTLAND, Ml 48185 




•( 313 ) 467-2235 














































OFF THE AIR 



formation gateways. 

Against this backdrop, the cable and 
telephone industries have begun to en¬ 
list allies for a battle that Broadcasting, 
the trade magazine, said has “all the po¬ 
tential of a knock-down, drag-out 
heavyweight bout.” Jim Mooney —the 
diminutive, combative head of the Na¬ 
tional Cable Television Association who 
seems to relish his role as a video 
Scrooge —has even sought the help of 
his old enemy, the National Association 
of Broadcasters. 

Mooney, the NCTA and the cable 
companies have managed to get their 
way with Congress and the FCC in 
fights with broadcasters, franchising au¬ 
thorities and the home dish industry. 
But the battle with the phone compan¬ 
ies will not be so easy. The telephone in¬ 
dustry has the muscle needed to win any 
battle: hundreds of thousands of foot 
soldiers who work for phone companies 
across the country. 

For these reasons —as well as the 
technological imperative offered by the 
phone companies — I’m betting on them 
to win the great Video Shootout of 1989. 
Besides, isn’t it easier to pay one tele¬ 
phone/video bill than two separate bills? ■ 


Charge of the 'telcos' 


BY BOB BREWIN 


You think telephone bills are confusing 
today? Just wait a few years. If the local 
telephone companies have their way 
they’ll soon be selling —and billing 
for you —video services now provided by 
cable companies. In fact, the “telcos” 
claim they will be able to deliver “video 
on demand” to practically any house¬ 
hold in the country. 

Do you want to watch nothing but 
old I Dream ofjeannie episodes from 8 to 
11 p.m.? The phone companies claim 
they will be able to do this —via the 
marvel of high-capacity fiber optic net¬ 
works—while your next door neighbor 
selects three hours of NFL football high¬ 
lights at the same time. 

That’s not all. The fiber-optic net¬ 
works operated by the phone companies 
will be able to deliver high definition 
television signals long before broadcas¬ 
ters ever figure how to do it over the air. 

The local phone companies —the 
seven Bell Operating Companies that 
split off from AT&T several years back 
as well as GTE and smaller independent 
phone companies — say that the tech¬ 
nology to provide most of these services 
is available today. Only one thing is 
holding up this next stage in home vid¬ 
eo’s evolution: politics. 

When Congress passed what some 
critics now call the Cable Television 
Monopoly Act of 1984, it barred phone 
companies from offering such services. 
The Federal Communications Commis¬ 
sion has a similar ban in its regulations. 
Judge Harold Greene, the federal judge 
who presided over the break-up of 
AT&T and who still oversees the phone 
companies, has been reluctant to allow 
the phone companies to use their wires 
inside homes to compete with cable. 

But the political scenario is chang¬ 
ing. Congress, the FCC and even Judge 
Greene are beginning to view the phone 
companies’ entry into the video mar¬ 


Bob Brewin is Senior Editor of Federal 
Computer Week. 


ketplace as a balance to the excesses of 
the cable industry. The Cable Act, many 
in Congress now believe, created a mo¬ 
nopolistic monster whose appetite is fed 
by round after round of rate increases. 

Last summer, the FCC recom¬ 
mended Congress lift its ban on the 
cross-ownership of cable companies by 
telephone companies and is now sifting 
through the industry comments it re¬ 
ceived in December. The National Tele¬ 
communications and Information Ad¬ 
ministration, another executive-branch 
agency, more cautiously suggested that 
the phone companies be allowed to offer 
a “video dial tone” to anyone who 
would like to use the phone network to 
deliver programming to homes. 

The NTIA, however, recommended 
that the phone companies be prevented 
from originating programming. At least 
one bill has been introduced into the 
House to wrest control over the regional 
Bell companies from Judge Greene. 
Meanwhile, Greene is allowing the 
phone companies to experiment with in¬ 
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IT TAKES TWO 

That’s how many days it takes Travis Rosens 
to have enough adventures to last a lifetime 
when he goes to Dallas to buy the car of 
his dreams! 

IT TAKES TWO 

That’s how many people it takes to have a 
wedding-but there won’t be one, if 
Travis doesn’t get back from Dallas in 
time to marry his childhood sweetheart! 

ITTAKESTWO 

That’s how many women it takes to 
throw Travis into the middle of a 
modern love triangle with enough 
twists and turns to test him-and his 
new super fast sports car to the limit! 

ITTAKESTWO 

That’s about how many seconds it 
takes before you’re totally hooked 
by this action-packed romantic 
comedy! 


UNITED MllilTi Presents A DOBERT lAWRENCE Pmiliictjon A DAVID DEAIDD Eiln 
"IT TAKES 11"DE0RGENEWBEBN lESlIEBDPE KIMBERiyEDSTEB BABDVCDRBINaeUANTDONYGHIlY 
Music Cnpseil by CABTER BURWEIE Music Supervision by PETER AFTERMAN Errecntive PraUocer STl NICDIAIDES 
=1111 Written by RICHARD CHRISTIAN MATRESDN 6 THOMAS SZDtIDSI PmUnceU by RORERT lAWBENCE 

Ull 














How Panasonic S-VHS 
makes your memories 
40% clearer. 

Now every memory can be captured 
clearer... sharper...with more detail. With 
Panasonic S-VHS camcorders you’ll capture 
every nuance. The laughter in the eyes of a 
child. The aquamarine hue of the water. 

The dramatic difference you’ll see in picture 
quality is due to an 

— . increase in the number 

of lines of resolution. 
Ordinary VHS camcor¬ 
ders typically give you 
240 lines of resolution. 
c.\/uc; 


before. Truer colors, cap¬ 
tured in all their brilliance. 

Panasonic S-VHS VCRs, 

Prism TVs, and S-VHS vid- 
eotape complete the picture. ^ 
Together, they have the power to J 
bring back memories more vividly 
than you’ve ever seen them before. 

Panasonic S-VHS. You’ll find it makes ^ 
your characters more colorful, your scenes 
more dramatic, and your memories even 
more memorable. 


*With compatible monitor-receivers. 


Panasonic. 

just slightly ahead of our time® 


fat 





